Home Worship for December 20

In the season of Advent, we offer this at-home worship
experience. (Different from the YouTube version.) Find a place — space to sit. Pick a view, be comfortable. Light a candle nearby.
Gather a Bible, maybe a hymnal. Get your tablet/internet device/tape player/CD and prime a hymn or carol of the season for listening.
Get communion—grape juice, wine, any beverage and cracker will do! Be in the spirit of the Holy!

WORD & PRAISE
Gathering Word.
Light the lamps, prepare the room,
God is coming to us!
May our hearts and spirits be ready to receive
God’s most gracious gift, God’s Son, Jesus Christ.
Push the darkness away. The light is truly coming!
May God’s light shine on us, in us and through us
that God’s glory may be seen.

Prayer.
Lord of Comforting Light, be with us today as we
draw closer to the wondrous event of the Birth of
your son. Help us to remember that your light has
guided our journey bringing us to this place. Remind
us that Mary so willingly said "yes" to you when you
asked her to be the one to bear the Christ Child. May
we be as eager to serve. Amen.

Light.
The light of LOVE is before us. Light four candles,
one for hope, a second for peace, a third for joy, and
a fourth for God’s love born in the baby Jesus.
Speak the words, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.”

What Child is This
What child is this, who, laid to rest
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
Refrain:
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
haste, haste to bring him laud
the babe, the son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading: [Refrain]
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh,
come, rich and poor, to own him,
the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him. [Refrain]
By William Dix (1865) Tune: GREENSLEEVES
Chalice Hymnal #162

Read Scripture.

Luke 1:26-38

Meditation. Do not be afraid.
Imagine a word from the almighty, the holy of holies, our God on high, the creator. Imagine being young and not looking for such a word to come. Many of us
would be mighty afraid if a voice spoke in the air or an angel appeared in our
room. The story of Mary is a special one. We can picture a young girl and we can
understand her plight even if it was 2000 years ago. Each year, we hear of how
Mary took the news of a coming baby. Each year, we take it in differently because
unlike Jesus’ mother, we have aged and known another year of life. Perhaps it is
comforting to visit her story again and find it so unchanged. But, we would still be
afraid if we were in her shoes. It is in that fear – which is a combination of fright
and awe – that God speaks words of love. Fright and awe both come to us when
the news of love coming from God interrupts our plans. When God has a change
in plan for us and the whole of the human community it is worth pausing to listen.
Love. The news is love. That shouldn’t be so scary. Awe inspiring for sure. We
should not be afraid of love. God’s love in the birth of Jesus was big and maybe
scary news to a young Mary. She shines in these verses from Luke. She is capable
of speaking to God. She asks the right questions. She gives a strong and faithful
response. Mary asks the question that perhaps we do, too. How could it be that
God would seek to do a totally new thing in the sending of a son to live, teach,
forgive, heal, and love among us? Perhaps we can take her cue and be open to the
greatest of gifts to us from our God. The words exchanged in today’s text are a
word of hope and invitation for the people of faith. If you have time this week,
look up the great old poem “Love came down at Christmas” by Christina Rossetti.
It will continue the thoughts here… Love. Love. Love. Amen.

(-js)

PRAYER & GREAT THANKSGIVING
Be in Prayer. Offer prayer to God in thanks, in confession. Express your
needs, share the needs of others. Just say what is in your heart. Amen!
Give an Offering. What is it that you can give today? To God, to another, to
yourself. Either pause worship and go do it, or make the commitment of giving
that will happen today!
Communion. (Words of Institution & Lord’s Prayer)
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a loaf of bread, and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is broken for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.” Speak and
partake of the elements. Then pray, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Benediction. Go, with the news of peace and hope, the joy and love of God in
Jesus. Go and the God of peace will always go with you. Amen.
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A Celebration of the
Mighty Act of God

Home Worship for Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
For this holy night, this at-home worship experience will be of lessons & carols,
communion & candlelight. (Different than on YouTube.) As you prepare for this
special worship time, gather a bible, your communion — maybe use the “good
dishes” and set up your advent candles (5). Have a candle ready to hold as you
sing Silent Night. Find Christmas records or CDs and listen to these carols or any
others that set the spirit/mood in the right place. Be at peace.

Opening. Over two thousand years ago, a
weary world awaited its promised savior. At the
appointed time, a governor’s order sent the
messiah’s parents from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. Imagine, a decree of the Roman empire becomes
the means to fulfill God’s prophecies. Timeless stories, timeless truths, timeless love: our messiah has come! Christ is here!
Prayer.

Blessed Lord, you have given us your greatest gift—your
very Word come to earth, to live with us and through us; you have
filled us with your grace and truth—your holy child sent to free us
from our bonds. Receive our thanks and praise. Amen.

LIGHT FOUND IN THE WORD OF GOD
The Light of Hope: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Sing verse 1 of O Little Town of Bethlehem
The Light of Peace: Isaiah 11:1-9
Sing verse 2 of O Little Town of Bethlehem
The Light of Joy: Luke 1:26-38
Sing verse 3 of O Little Town of Bethlehem
The Light of Love: Luke 2:1-20
Sing verse 4 of O Little Town of Bethlehem
The Light of Christ, the Word: John 1:1-14

O Little Town of Bethlehem
Vs. 1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
Vs. 2 For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth.
Your voices raise to God in praise; and peace to all on earth;
Vs. 3 How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the joys of highest heaven.
No ear may hear Christ coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.

4

PRAYER & GREAT THANKSGIVING
Be in Prayer. Tonight, spend time praying differently. Pray for
your people, the world and yourself. Give thanks. Reflect on the
goodness of God. Be still and wonder. Ask God for peace and
love. Just say what is in your heart. Amen!
Communion. (Words of Institution & Lord’s Prayer)
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a loaf of
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This
is my body that is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” In the same way, he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.” Speak and partake of the elements. Then pray, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Benediction. Light a personal candle and sing the carol Silent
Night by candle light. Recall the Christmas Eve’s of years now
gone, remember the goodness found in this holy night, no matter
where or what might come to us — for God is with us. Amen.

Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, all is calm,
all is bright round yon virgin mother and child,
holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, glories
stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light radiant
beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Vs. 4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us, our God, Emmanuel.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the
angels let us sing, alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior, is born, Christ the Savior, is born.

By Phillip Brooks (1868) Tune: ST LOUIS
Chalice Hymnal #144

By Joseph Mohr (1818) Tune: STILLE NACHT by Franz Gruber
Chalice Hymnal #145

