
Hey – Pastor Joe again from Community Alliance.  Thank you for taking time to watch this second video 
as you continue your journey with Jesus.  In our last video, I said that Jesus wants to have a relationship 
with you and your decision to say yes to Jesus began that relationship.  As you know from the 
relationships in your life, relationships are about communication – you talk, I listen and I talk, you listen.  
The same is true in our relationship with Jesus.  In this video, I want to talk to you about the “God talks, 
we listen” part of the relationship.   
 
The #1 way God speaks to us is through His Word in a book called the Bible.  Chances are you have 
heard of it – it is reported to be the bestselling book of all time.  Little bit of Bible trivia though –  did you 
know the Bible is not just one book?  It is 66 different books written by 40 different human authors.  So 
if it is 66 different books and 40 different human authors, why is it so important?  Because God guided, 
or inspired, the authors in what to write, giving them His words for their audience and for us today.   
 
Here are a few things to know about the Bible before you get started:   

• It is divided into two big sections – The Old Testament and The New Testament.  The easiest way 
to think about this is the way we think about years.  BC and AD.  The Old Testament is BC.  It is 
all the events of God’s story that happened before Jesus was born.  And the New Testament is 
AD.  All the events that happened after Jesus was born. 

• Each book is has been divided into chapters and verses to make it easier to find stuff.  The 
chapters are bigger sections and verses are more specific sentences.  So when you hear 
someone talk about John 3:16, John is the book, 3 is the chapter, and 16 is the verse 

• Finally, you will notice that the books of the Bible are not in alphabetical order.  It would be nice 
and if I ever find a comment box for the next time God writes a book, I’ll make sure to suggest it.  
But for now, the easiest way to find the book of the Bible you are looking for is to turn to the 
somewhere near the front of your Bible, before Genesis, and whoever printed your Bible will 
probably have put a table of contents with page numbers for each book. 

 
OK – For the rest of the video, I want to give you some helpful tips for getting started with reading the 
Bible. 
 

• Tip #1 – Get a good translation – The Bible was written some ancient languages so it has to be 
translated into languages people actually speak.  The best translations use words that are very 
understandable today while remaining true to the original meaning of the text.  So… that means 
that even if you have the Bible that used to sit on your great-grandma’s coffee table, it may not 
be the best one to use.  There are a number of really good translations.  The most common one I 
recommend is the New International Version, or NIV for short.  But remember – the best 
translation is the one you can understand and the one you will read.   

• Tip #2 – Don’t Start at the Beginning – What isn’t this how books are read?  Well, in the case of 
the Bible…. No.  Remember the Bible is 66 different books.  And some of the best books about 
what Jesus said and did while He was one earth.  If you want to get to know Jesus, then read 
about Him for yourself.  The books that are specifically about Jesus are called the gospels – 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  My two favorite are Luke and John.  Luke because he writes 
with a well researched style for a friend who had lots of questions about Jesus.  John because he 
writes the most about what Jesus told His disciples the night before He died, and I think if you 
want to know what a person is all about, check out what they say when they know they don’t 
have much more to talk.  After that, check out Ephesians – it is a letter written to give good 
balance what Christians believe and how Christians live.  After that, you can head to Genesis and 



Exodus.  They give the background stories and context that will help understand much of the 
Bible.   

• Tip #3 – Think Want To, Not Have To – Many people, within the first 60 minutes of waking up, 
consume two types of things that help them.  Medicine and food.  Even though both are helpful 
for life, medicine and food are usually seen differently.  I take medicine because I have to.  Most 
people don’t wake and think I really need my Lipitor (or whatever they take).  On the other 
hand, they do wake up thinking I’m kind of hungry for my eggs, oatmeal or whatever their 
favorite breakfast food is.  Both help the body, but one you take because you have to, the other 
you consume because you are hungry and want to.  When it comes to reading the Bible, it is not 
medicine you take because your doctor, or God, tells you do this, it will help you.  You read it 
because you are hungry for and need it.  It is regular, but not religious.  This means that reading 
might look different on different days.  Sometimes it might be a chapter, sometimes just a few 
verses, sometimes maybe even a whole book.  View reading the Bible as something you 
regularly set aside time to do because you want to and it will help you know Jesus better.  Not 
as a religious thing you have to do or else God will get mad at you.  You will notice over time you 
will begin to get hungry for your Bible reading time.   

• Tip #4 – Ask Questions – 1,000 years ago, French Philosopher Peter Abelard said, “The master 
key of knowledge is, indeed, a persistent and frequent questioning.”  It is especially true when it 
comes to reading the Bible.  It is better to read a little with lots of good questions than to read a 
lot with few questions.  As you read, first ask questions about what the text is saying.  “What is 
the author saying?” or “What is this person in the story saying?”  “What would the people have 
felt like? “What are the details saying?” Second, ask questions to get at the meaning of what you 
are reading.   “Why does the person say what he says and do what he does?”  “Why is this 
important for the reader?”  “Why is this something God wants us to know?”  If you had to put it 
into you own words, how would you put it.  Finally, ask questions that help apply what you read 
to your own life – there are three questions I use.  “What does God want me to know?”  “What 
does God want me to feel?” and “What does God want me to do?”.  Be patient with yourself in 
this.  It takes a lot of time and practice get good at this.  

• Tip #5 – Use helpful tools – If you are in the market for a Bible, get a study Bible.  What is a 
study Bible?  A study Bible offers all kinds of helpful notes, comments and background info to 
answer some of the questions that will come up in your reading.  There are lots of really good 
study Bibles.  One I use a lot is the NIV Essentials Study Bible.  Another helpful tool is the 
YouVersion Bible App.  It allows you to do a ton of things that are fun to explore, but at the 
heart of it, it is a digital Bible you can have right on your mobile device.  Finally, check out The 
Bible Project (bibleproject.com).  They have a ton of great videos that are easy to understand 
and explain books of the Bible as well as big concepts in the Bible.   

 
Ok – one final bonus tip just because I can’t help myself.  If you are knew to the Bible, I want to 
recommend something that might seem silly, but I believe will really help you.  Get a copy of The Picture 
Bible.  Here is the part that will seem silly – it is written in comic strip style, but it is an excellent way to 
quickly get an overview of the entire story of the Bible.  Remember that the words and captions aren’t 
necessarily the exact words of Scripture, but it will give you a view into the major stories and events of 
the Bible.   
 
Alright, thank you for hanging in there with me.  I’m excited for you and praying for you.  You will be 
receiving another video soon.  Today we talked about the part of our relationship with Jesus where He 
talks to us.  Next time, will talk about the part where we talk to Him. See you soon! 


