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A Message
from Pastor
Jeff Coulter

Okay, so 2020 wasn’t quite what I had expected and yet God has continued to be faithful
to our church family. There have been many challenges and setbacks to ministry plans and
yet we have continued to gather together for worship and encouragement. I am humbled to
continue serving this church family and excited to see what the Lord has in store for 2021.
Because of the uncertainty of 2020, we are taking a cautious approach to ministry as we
begin this new year, hoping to adapt to new changes as the year unfolds. As an elder team we
have pulled back on our overall budget for 2021, and yet we’ve increased our missions’ budget
as the gospel still needs to go forth. I am determined to lead our church to understand why
we exist: We are a church family that loves God, loves one another, and loves the nations.
We are still praying about a future building expansion for EBC, but for now we will wait on the
Lord and seek to begin other ministries that have been on hiatus for much of 2020. We hope
to serve our community this summer with VBS and AWANA in the fall. Our desire is to begin
Men’s and Women’s Bible studies in the fall, and more Care Groups meeting in homes.
I’m excited for the potential of this new year, but in everything we will follow our Shepherd as
He leads us. Thanks for your continued support and encouragement in the ministry here and
may God be honored in our church family this year!

Jeff Coulter,
Lead Pastor
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A Message
from Pastor
Ryan Peterson

Ministry in 2020 has definitely been challenging. I want to thank everyone so much for being
flexible and going through these difficulties together. I am not a fan of saying, “I don’t know,”
“it’s cancelled,” or “we’re postponing…”, but that seems to be a trend for this year. Being a
creature of habit has made all the changes in the last year tough. However, God has proven
over and over again that, though plans change, we can still worship Him and support one
another. I’m grateful to be able to serve this church body and serve a God who is unchanging
and faithful in the midst of tumultuous events.
It’s definitely been encouraging to be able to continue meeting with students involved in
youth group throughout the year. We had to get a little creative with meeting online for
several months, but it has been great being able to meet together on Sunday nights to learn
from God’s Word and have fun together.
We are hoping to get more and more ministries up and running in 2021. Sunday school and
other children’s ministries are at the top of the list. Some ministries like AWANA probably
won’t get going until the fall of 2021. One benefit of having some time off from these ministries
is that we will be able to do some evaluation as we consider how to start things up and they
may come back better than before. I’m also hoping it won’t be too long until we’re able to
get some information out about summer events and ministries such as camps, VBS, and the
church campout.
Thank you again for continuing to love and support me and my family! Your prayers, words
of encouragement, and acts of love are a blessing and I am thankful to be a part of EBC. I’m
looking forward to the plans God has in store for us in 2021.

Ryan Peterson,
Family Ministry Pastor
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2020
EBC Campus
Improvements

One of the blessings that came out of 2020’s difficulties was the
opportunity to make some much-needed improvements to our
facilities. With some of our ministries suspended and buildings
not in use, many EBC members stepped up and took advantage
of this opportunity to complete some renovation projects. We
are grateful for the many hours they put in as they used their
skills to serve in this way. Additionally, the faithful giving of this
church body allowed us to accomplish these projects and we
praise God for all that was done!

Audio/Visual
• New Camera and Mount for Livestreaming Services
Preschool
• New Signage
• New Flooring
• Fresh Paint
• New Furniture
• New Lighting
• New Heating and Cooling System
Nursery
• New Flooring
• Remodeled Entry/Check-In Area
• Fresh Paint
• New Dishwasher
Chapel
• Fresh Interior Paint, upstairs and down
• New Furnace
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2020
EBC
Ministry
Reports

Awana
Commander: Donna Ragazzo
In January & February of 2020, Awana was seeing an average of 90 clubbers each
week. This included 20 Cubbies, 35 Sparks, and 35 T&T, as well as 8 Trek and
Journey. We had 35 volunteers participating in this ministry. When the pandemic
shut down all ministries in March, we had a 3-week break before beginning back
up in April remotely. Clubbers were able to continue working through their Bible
memory sections through phone calls or FaceTime with their leaders. Teaching
also continued through YouTube Bible lessons. The Awana year ended with a drivethrough awards program for clubbers and their families.
In the fall of 2020, the decision was made to hold off on starting Awana until after
the new year, with hopes for a better outlook for the pandemic by the end of 2020.
However, with numbers in Pierce County still high in December, for the health of our
clubbers and the greater community, EBC has decided to wait until the Fall of 2021
to begin the Awana ministry again.

Preschool
Director: Marcie Coe
Out of an abundance of caution, the preschool went virtual for the spring but we
decided to open for in-person instruction for the fall. We have been operating very
smoothly (even with extra safety measures in place due to COVID). God provided
new teachers this year so that we could open—Louise Ferguson, Heidi Ellsberry
and Laura Rogers. This was a huge blessing. We have nice small classes with 13 kids
in the Pre-K class and 14 students in the 3 & 4 year-olds’ class. Our students are
wonderful and soaking up all that is taught. We have several unchurched families,
and it is our prayer to faithfully minister to them throughout the year. We hope to be
a light in the community and an effective ministry within our church body.
In 2020, we were able to take advantage of the downtime and give the preschool
a much-needed makeover. The summer was spent adding new floors, painting,
making new signage and purchasing new furniture. It sure looks nice in there!

New: Online Gospel Resources for Kids
To provide EBC children with gospel-centered, age-appropriate teaching while
Sunday School and Children’s Church have not been able to take place, we have
been blessed by lessons from The Gospel Project taught by Pastor Ryan Peterson
and Elizabeth Ferrier (and their families) on YouTube, as well as by parents in the
home. Pray for children to gain a clear understanding of the Gospel!
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Other Kids’ Ministries
Other regularly-offered EBC Kids’ ministries, including Nursery, Children’s Church,
and Sunday School, have been on hold since March of 2020. VBS was also cancelled
this past summer. Hopefully these ministries will be able to resume in 2021!

Youth
Leader: Pastor Ryan Peterson
Wow! What a year! This has definitely been a chance to learn to be flexible and to
rest in God’s goodness despite our plans being frustrated. Unfortunately, COVID
concerns got serious the very week we were hoping to go on our annual youth
retreat. It was a pretty big letdown, but I’m very thankful for the understanding
families and students. After the first shutdowns, youth group met online for about
three months using Zoom. It definitely didn’t replace being together in person, but
we were very thankful to have a way to continue to interact with the students.
We even figured out how to do some pretty fun games and trivia contests online.
Praise God, we’ve been able to meet together for youth on Sunday evenings for
the last several months and, though it’s a bit different with facemasks and other
precautions, it’s been great to be able to see each other, learn from God’s Word
together, and enjoy some fun activities. Some of the mid-week Bible studies have
continued online. That’s been a good way to connect with some students who can’t
make it on Sunday nights (and some who can). Through all the craziness of this year,
we’ve been focusing on the Word, learning to care for each other in new ways, and
learning the truth of the statement, “…you do not know what tomorrow will bring.”
Fortunately, we know, love and serve The God of everything who does know what
tomorrow brings and who can turn all circumstances into situations that can shape
us more and more into the image of Christ (Rom 8:28-29). I’m tempted to write
down some big plans for the new year, but I think it’s probably wiser to say that we’ll
take it as it comes. We do know that we’ll continue to endeavor to show love to the
students of EBC and point them to the Savior!

College & Career
Leaders: Zach Kispert, Aaron & Kristin Peterson, Jeff & Rebecca Rogers
At the beginning of 2020, the College and Career group had about 12 students. We
were meeting as a Sunday school class, studying eschatology under the teaching
of Eric Peterson. However, when Covid-19 started, we resorted to meeting on Zoom
every Tuesday. We all read the Fruit of the Spirit book recommended by Pastor
Jeff and discussed the sermon from the previous Sunday. This virtual study lasted
almost 4 months. When churches were allowed to meet again, we moved to inperson Bible studies, with the guys meeting every Tuesday to discuss the Sermon.
The girls meet with the guys every other week and meet as a girls-only Bible study
every other week going through the book, “Women of the Bible.” Our attendance
has doubled since, and we have added some Covid-friendly activities. The group
enjoys disc golf, hiking, or just going to the park to hang out.
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Missions
Coordinator: Pat Thatcher
We are excited to report that EBC’s support of missionaries has continued to thrive during 2020! Several of
our missionary families had a need for increased support this past year and due to the faithful giving of our
church family, we were able to increase their monthly support. Additionally, each missionary family received a
Christmas gift from EBC! Throughout 2020, a team of dedicated individuals continued to equip us in encouraging
our missionaries by preparing pre-addressed and stamped cards to be written and sent.

Deacons
Kris Hakanson, Jim Dorrough, Gary Rice
We are thankful for the many ways God has allowed the deacons to still serve the church during this year of
strange events! Huge thanks to all those who helped in caring for the church facilities. There have been many
people helping with the grounds and other projects.
We’ve been able to tackle some bigger projects this year and make much needed improvements. The preschool
finally has a heating and cooling system that was made and installed in this century. We are so thankful for the
longevity of the furnace that was in that building, but the new ductless heat pump is definitely a blessing for the
teachers and students.
The nursery has not been in use for quite some time and that gave us opportunity to get new flooring installed
and remodel the check-in area. We are hoping the new arrangement will be better for allowing moms and dads to
drop off and retrieve their children. The upstairs chapel has had furnace issues for a while and we were able to get
that replaced at the beginning of December.
We look forward to serving the body here at Edgewood in 2021. One project on the horizon is the men’s bathroom
in the MPB. We also desire to help those in the congregation who have needs of various sorts. It truly is a blessing
to be a part of the body of Christ here at Edgewood. We look forward to continuing to serve the people and care
for the facilities in 2021.

Ushers
Leader: Kris Hakanson
The Ushers’ roles changed quite a bit in 2020 to accommodate services operating under new restrictions. We are
thankful for new volunteers and flexibility from those continuing to serve.
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Facility Maintenance
Joe Rutter
During this past year, Joe stepped into the role of Facility Maintenance and has done a tremendous job in helping
EBC meet state regulations for worship services. He works hard to set up our custom seating arrangement each
week and keeps the facility sanitized. Thank you, Joe!

Music and Audio/Visual
Leader: Jeff Coulter
So many people stepped up to meet the unique challenges of 2020, ensuring that we remain a singing church! We
are grateful both for those who endured the discomfort of leading music in front of a camera so that we could sing
from home, and for those who made a ‘from home’ option possible by learning the art of live-streaming.
Those serving on stage and behind the scenes to set up, tear down and rehearse on a Sunday morning are often
among the first to show up and the last to leave. Their labor of love is crucial as we seek to be a church unified
around the wonderful truths that we sing to our great, glorious, good and gracious God!
I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. Every
day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. Great is the LORD,
and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable. One generation
shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. On the
glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, and I will declare your
greatness. They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness and shall
sing aloud of your righteousness. The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love. The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is
over all that he has made. — Psalm 145:1-9

Other Ministries
Men’s, Women’s, Greeters’, and Senior Ministries have been largely on hold since March of 2020. We hope they
can resume soon! Although we were disappointed by the cancellation of 2020’s Church Campout, we are hopeful
to enjoy this again in 2021, as well.
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2020
EBC
Membership
Report

In 2020, the following people were welcomed into membership at Edgewood Bible Church:

Derek Curtis

Laura Rogers
Cand

y Cu

tler

Eric and
Jami J
Cole Joh ohnsen
nsen

If you are not a member of EBC, we encourage you to pursue becoming one!

Wondering why membership is important?
Consider this excerpt from EBC’s Membership Packet…
“The church isn’t fundamentally about instruction, or about singing songs. It’s about a community of people who
are different from each other in the world’s eyes, and yet who live together in unity and love because they share
Christ in common. Instruction fuels this community. Praise is the response. But at its core, the church is community,
for the praise of God. … This is hard. Church is messy. It hurts. It’s not easy to love people who’re different from
you. But that’s the whole point, isn’t it? That love is different in kind from the world’s love. As Jesus said in the
Sermon on the Mount, ‘If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?’ … That’s why attending church
but not investing in messy, difficult, God-glorifying relationships isn’t living up to God’s plans for the church. It’s
one thing to live a holy life in isolation from everyone else. But that will be no different from the world. What’s
different, though—revolutionary in fact—is Christians who love each other; who are committed to each other; who
have difficult conversations and share in each other’s joys and burdens. That’s the church. And that’s why, if you
consider yourself a Christian, you need to be a meaningful member of a local church.”
Consider a few of the many blessings of membership…
1. It will connect you with a spiritual family who can support you in your walk with Jesus.
2. It is a place where you can exercise your spiritual gifts of ministry to serve the body and the community.
3. It allows you to voluntarily place yourself under the spiritual care of the pastors and elders.
4. It provides you the accountability needed in the process of growing as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
For additional instruction on the importance of membership as well as the process of becoming a member,
please refer to the membership packet. It is available on the EBC website or can be obtained through the church
office.
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Annual
Membership
Meeting Notes

BUILDING EXPANSION UPDATE
At the January 2020 meeting, we shared an architectural concept to expand our current facility. Overall, the plans
were received very well by the church body and many are excited for the possibility of expansion. However, when
COVID brought everything to a halt early in the year, the elder team felt it wise to put these plans on hold. With
COVID and its effects still impacting our communities and our lives, the building expansion plan remains on hold
with hopes to someday return to the “drawing board.” Pray with the elders that we may be able to start a project
to design facilities that allow us to better serve our congregation and community. We are so thankful for what we
have, but we also want to look toward optimizing future ministry.

NORTH PROPERTY PURCHASE UPDATE
Also at the January 2020 meeting, The elders talked about purchasing the vacant parcel of land north of EBC and
adjacent to our current property. The current owner contacted us with the opportunity to buy it from him. Early in
2020, we split the cost of having the land appraised. Negotiations with the owner revealed that he was committed
to an asking price that is far above what we believe the value is. At this time, we are not putting an offer on the
property, but we remain hopeful that we might acquire the land in the future.
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(253) 927-2767
info@EdgewoodBibleChurch.org
Church Location
1720 Meridian Ave E
Edgewood, WA 98371
Church Office
10103 18th St Ct E
Edgewood, WA 98371

