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Thematic Links (especially for studying Epistles) 
Thematic Links are sub-themes of doctrinal or theological truth. Thematic Links run like a 
thread throughout the biblical context or a specific book or epistle. 

1. They are what connect segments together within a section (of an epistle) 
a. They can be seen by the repeating of certain words 

i. Ex– Eph 4:4-6 – the repeated words one and all emphasize one of the subthemes in 
Ephesians concerning unity of the Body of Christ (the Head) 

2. They are continuing ideas or thoughts woven into the context 
i. Ex– 1 Cor 1:18 – “For the message of the cross...” – this verse and all others related to 

the truth of the Gospel are a continuing thematic link in 1 Corinthians 

There are 3 general elements which help us see thematic links 

1. The idea of proximity (or nearness) 
a. What is nearby (the immediate context) is directly related or linked 

i. Ex– look again at our example of Eph 4:4-6 to see this idea of proximity 
2. The idea of progression 

a. These ideas or sub-themes move forward through the Bible text and its context 
b. An idea or thought is progressively developed to explain a truth or doctrine 

i. Ex– going back to our example in 1 Cor 1:18— look at Chap 1:21, 23-25, 30; 2:1-2, 4, 6-
7, 10, 13; 3:11— and we can continue on up through Chap 15:1-4 

3. The idea of a part of the whole 
a. Words and phrases have meaning because of how they are used within their context 
b. Words and phrases are important because of how they fit into the context—how they fit into 

both the immediate and whole context (lesser and greater) 
c. When words are pulled out of their context the meaning intended by the author is lost 

i. Ex– too often certain phrases are taken out of context in segments such as Eph 4:1-6 to 
emphasize certain denominational doctrinal positions—this will actually contradict the 
main point of unity and humility within this segment—such as an emphasis on “one faith” 
or “one baptism”, even “one God” 

Exercise – Look at the text of Titus for examples of Thematic Links 

1) Look for 3 different expressions of the truth of the Gospel message as a basis for what the 
apostle Paul describes as “sound doctrine” 
a) Hint #1 – you should find one in each of the 3 chapters 
b) Hint #2 – you will find the first one at the beginning of Chap 1 
c) Hint #3 – read carefully! 

Answers— 

Chap 1:1-3 / Chap 2:11-14 / Chap 3:4-7 


