SALVATION AND BEYOND
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

Ephesians 2:8-9

Faith and grace must be considered together. Our faith must be based upon the grace of God for it to be effective. Many people have “faith”, but not always in something that can bring them salvation. We will see that only faith placed in the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf can save us. Faith is actually the channel by which we receive the grace of God.

“ Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1.  “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6

Faith puts feet to our beliefs. We may give intellectual assent to facts, or even concepts, but without faith we will never act upon or receive the promises of God. Ephesians 2 tells us that we are saved through faith alone, faith in what Jesus Christ has done for us.

Romans 3:9-5:21 Faith for Salvation:

Romans 3:9-20: There is none righteous

Romans 3:21-31: Man is justified by faith in Jesus. 

Romans 4:1-25: Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for righteousness.

Romans 5:1-11: We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand.

Romans 5:12-21: Where sin abounded, grace abounded much more!

What about James 2:14-25? Good works are the result of true saving faith – discipline, not legalism.

Faith for Effective Prayer:

Faith is an indispensable ingredient for prayer. 

Mark 11:20-24; Hebrews 11:6; James 1:2-7

Our faith is only as strong as the object in which we place it.

Matthew 8:5-13; Hebrews 12:1-2

The prayer of faith must be consistent with God’s will and Scripture.

James 5:15-18; (Deut. 11:16-17; 1 Kings 17:1 & 18:1) 1 John 5:14-15

Faith for Godly Living:
Hebrews 11:1-40

Grace or Law? 


When we come to Christ, we must all come by grace. Grace is God’s unmerited favor towards undeserving man. It has been described as “God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.” God has met our need for salvation through His grace. However, it is man’s nature to try to write a rule book to help us judge how well we are doing (and usually how well others are doing too). In every area of our society we have a grading system. However, in Christ we find no such method. Grace is the means by which we are saved, and grace is how God gives us the ability to serve and obey Him. Grace is given to us by the Spirit and many times the Scriptures describe our life in God’s grace as the “Spirit-filled life.” When we fail to live by grace we find ourselves making a law unto ourselves. The result is death.

“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” 2 Corinthians 3:5-6

The law is unable to make us righteous, but it served a purpose. 

“Therefore, the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.” Galatians 3:24-25.

What is Grace?

Grace is the nature of God. Exodus 33:12-23; 34:6-9

Grace was revealed in Jesus. John 1:14-18

Grace was demonstrated by Jesus. 2 Corinthians 8:9

Grace for Salvation:

We are saved by grace not works. Ephesians 2:8-10; Romans 11:5-6

We are justified freely by grace. Romans 3:23-26; Titus 3:4-7

Where sin abounds, grace abounds even more! Romans 5:12-21

Grace for Sanctification:

Grace teaches us to live righteous lives. Titus 2:11-14

Grace is provided from the throne of God. Hebrews 4:14-16

Grace empowers us to serve. Hebrews 12:28; Romans 12:3-8

Grace is multiplied to us. 1 Peter 4:7-11

Grace for Freedom:

Grace gives us liberty. Galatians 5:1-6

