
Wednesday Night Bible Study 2 Samuel 15-19 
November 18, 2020 

 

Outline and Structure 
Section 1: Samuel, the last Judge (1 Samuel 1:1-7:17) 
 
Section 2: Samuel & Saul Israel’s first King (1 Samuel 8:1-15:35) 
 
Section 3: Saul & David – The era of two kings (1 Samuel16:1-2 Samuel 1:27) 
 
Section 4: The establishment of David’s reign (2 Samuel 2:1-9:13) 
 
Section 5: The dark days of David’s reign (2 Samuel 10:1-20:26) 
1. David Defeats Ammon and Syria (2 Samuel 10) 
2. David and Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11) 
3. Nathan Rebukes David (2 Samuel 12:1-15) 
4. David’s Child dies (2 Samuel 12:16-23) 
5. Amnon rapes Tamar (2 Samuel 13:1-22) 
6. Absalom Murders Amnon (2 Samuel 13:23-39) 
7. Absalom’s estranged relationship with David (2 Samuel 14) 
8. Absalom’s ______________ (2 Samuel 15:1-12) 
9. David _____________ from Jerusalem (2 Samuel 15:13-16:14) 
10. Absalom evaluates different ______________ (2 Samuel 16:15-17:23) 
11. The _______________ of Absalom (2 Samuel 17:24-18:18) 
12. David’s response and Joab’s rebuke (2 Samuel 18:19-19:8) 
13. David ______________ to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 19:8-40) 
14. Tension in the land (2 Samuel 19:41-20:26) 
 
Section 6: The conclusion of David’s reign (2 Samuel 21:1-24:25) 

 
Introduction 
What do we know about Absalom? 
• Birth: ___________ son of David. 1st born was Amnon who Absalom 
murdered. 2nd born is named Daniel or Chileab. Only mentioned in 
lists of sons and not in any stories so he likely died young. Absalom 
was next in line for the throne. Full sibling of Tamar 
• Appearance: The most ______________ man in the kingdom 
• Mother: Maacah, daughter of the __________ of Geshur (North) 
• Character: Calculating, plotting, patient to a point, harbors long 



grudges, give the appearance of caring about people 
• Relationship with David has a lot of tension 
 

Digging Deeper 
 
Absalom’s conspiracy (2 Samuel 15:1-12) 

A. Absalom builds _______________ with people (v. 1-6) 
B. Absalom ________________ supporters (v. 7-12) 

 
David Flees from Jerusalem (2 Samuel 15:13-16:14) 

A. David and his ________________ depart (15:13-18) 
B. David’s ________________ as he leaves 

i. Ittai (15: 19-23) 
ii. Abiathar and Zadok (15:14-29) 
iii. Hushai (15:30-37) 
iv. Ziba (16:1-4) 
v. Shimei (16:5-14) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



4 As for me, I said, “O Lord, be gracious to me; 
heal me, for I have sinned against you!” 
5 My enemies say of me in malice, 
“When will he die, and his name perish?” 
6 And when one comes to see me, he utters empty words, 
while his heart gathers iniquity; 
when he goes out, he tells it abroad. 
7 All who hate me whisper together about me; 
they imagine the worst for me. 
8 They say, “A deadly thing is poured out on him; 
he will not rise again from where he lies.” 
9 Even my close friend in whom I trusted, 
who ate my bread, has lifted his heel against me. 
10 But you, O Lord, be gracious to me, 
and raise me up, that I may repay them! 
—Psalm 41:4-10 
 
18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have 
chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my 
bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 
—John 13:18 
 
A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son. 
1 O Lord, how many are my foes! 
Many are rising against me; 
2 many are saying of my soul, 
“There is no salvation for him in God.” Selah 
3 But you, O Lord, are a shield about me, 
my glory, and the lifter of my head. 
4 I cried aloud to the Lord, 
and he answered me from his holy hill. Selah 
5 I lay down and slept; I woke again, for the Lord sustained me. 
6 I will not be afraid of many thousands of people 
who have set themselves against me all around. 
7 Arise, O Lord! Save me, O my God! 
For you strike all my enemies on the cheek; 
you break the teeth of the wicked. 
8 Salvation belongs to the Lord; your blessing be on your people! Selah 
—Psalm 3 



 
Absalom evaluates different counsel (2 Samuel 16:15-17:23) 

A. Hushai presents himself to Absalom (16:15-19) 
B. Absalom follows Ahithophel’s initial counsel (16:20-23) 
C. Ahithophel further counsels Absalom (7:1-4) 
D. Hushai offers alternative counsel (7:5-13) 
E. Absalom Follows Hushai’s counsel (7:14) 
F. Hushai informs David (7:15-22) 
G. Ahithophel commits suicide (7:23) 

 
Area of Application: Listening to __________. The Bible addresses this in many places. 

 
1 Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 
3 He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 
4 The wicked are not so, 
but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6 for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. 
—Psalm 1:1-6 
 
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, 
but a wise man listens to advice. 
—Proverbs 12:15 
 
for by wise guidance you can wage your war, 
and in abundance of counselors there is victory. 
—Proverbs 24:6 
 



Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 
—1 Corinthians 15:33 
 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 
reproach, and it will be given him…. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and 
sincere. 
—James 1:5, 3:17 
 
The death of Absalom (2 Samuel 17:24-18:18) 

A. David ______________ in Mahanaim (17:24-29) 
B. David’s _______________ for battle (18:1-5) 
C. Absalom’s army ____________ (18:6-8) 
D. _________ kills Absalom (18:9-18) 

 
Application: Absalom’s attempt to make a name and _________________ for himself 
 
Gospel Connection: We are Absalom. We have ___________ against the rightful king. 
David’s desire to take Absalom’s place hints at Christ’s work 
 
David’s response and Joab’s rebuke (2 Samuel 18:19-19:8) 

A. David receives ____________ of Absalom’s death (18:19-30) 
B. David’s ________ (18:31-33) 
C. Joab ______________ David (19:1-8) 

 
David returns to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 19:8-43) 

A. David begins to return to Jerusalem (19:8-15) 
B. David’s encounters as he returns (19:16-40) 

i. David ___________ Shimei (19:16-23) 
ii. David and Mephibosheth (19:24-30) 
iii. David ___________ Barzillai (19:31-40) 

C. Tension builds in the kingdom (19:41-43) 
 

Questions and Answers 
Is David’s guilt, shame, and grief warranted through these chapters? 
Yes, he is experiencing consequences, but his sin is forgiven (12:13) 
 
 
 
 



Other Questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application 
Who is God? 
 
 
 
 
 
What has He done? 
 
 
 
 
 
Who are we? 
 
 
 
 
 
What are we to do? 


