
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 1 Samuel 31-2 Samuel 4 
October 28, 2020 

 

 

Outline and Structure 
 
Section 1: Samuel, the last Judge (1 Samuel 1:1-7:17) 
 
Section 2: Samuel & Saul Israel’s first King (1 Samuel 8:1-15:35) 
 
Section 3: Saul & David – The era of two kings (1 Samuel 16:1-2 Samuel 1:27) 
1. The Future king introduced (1 Samuel 16) 
2. David & Goliath (1 Samuel 17) 
3. David in Saul’s House (1 Samuel 18-20) 
4. David flees and Saul pursues (1 Samuel 21-30) 
In Chapters 24 & 26 David spares Saul’s life 
5. Saul’s death and David’s response (1 Samuel 31:1-2 Samuel 1:27) 

A. Saul and Jonathan _______ fighting the Philistines (1 Samuel 31) 
B. David _________ of Saul’s death (2 Samuel 1:1-16) 
C. David _____________ for Saul and Jonathan (2 Samuel 1:17-27) 
 

Section 4: The establishment of David’s reign (2 Samuel 2:1-9:13) 
1. ____________ as David takes the throne (2 Samuel 2-4). This lasts 7 years 

A. David becomes ____________ in Hebron (2 Samuel 2:1-7) 
B. Ish-bosheth, Saul’s _______, also made king (2 Samuel 2:8-11) 
C. ________ war at Gibeon (2 Samuel 2:12-32) 
D. Abner _______________ from Ish-bosheth to join David (2 Samuel 3:1-25) 
E. Joab _____________ Abner (2 Samuel 3:26-30) 
F. David ____________ Abner’s death (2 Samuel 3:31-39) 
G. Ish-bosheth is murdered (2 Samuel 4) 

2. David established as king of _______ of Israel (2 Samuel 5-9) 
 
Section 5: The dark days of David’s reign (2 Samuel 10:1-20:26) 
 
Section 6: The conclusion of David’s reign (2 Samuel 21:1-24:25) 

 
 
 
 



Background Information 
1. David was anointed as king in 1 Samuel 16, at least 15 _______ before becoming king 

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed 
him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of 
the Lord rushed upon David from that day 
forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 
—1 Samuel 16:13 

 
2. David’s _________________ with Jonathan (1 Samuel 20:42, 23:15-18) 

15 David saw that Saul had come out to seek his 
life. David was in the wilderness of Ziph at Horesh. 
16 And Jonathan, Saul’s son, rose and went to 
David at Horesh, and strengthened his hand in 
God. 17 And he said to him, “Do not fear, for the 
hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You shall 
be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Saul 
my father also knows this.” 18 And the two of them 
made a covenant before the Lord. David remained 
at Horesh, and Jonathan went home. 
—1 Samuel 23:15-18 

 
3. David’s ___________________ to Saul 

20 And now, behold, I know that you shall surely be 
king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be 
established in your hand. 21 Swear to me therefore 
by the Lord that you will not cut off my offspring 
after me, and that you will not destroy my name 
out of my father’s house.” 22 And David swore this 
to Saul. Then Saul went home, but David and his 
men went up to the stronghold. 
—1 Samuel 24:20-22 

 
4. David will not lift his hand to _______ the Lord’s anointed (1 Samuel 24:10, 26:9-11) 

9 But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him, 
for who can put out his hand against the Lord’s 
anointed and be guiltless?” 10 And David said, “As 
the Lord lives, the Lord will strike him, or his day 
will come to die, or he will go down into battle and 
perish. 11 The Lord forbid that I should put out my 



hand against the Lord’s anointed. But take now the 
spear that is at his head and the jar of water, and 
let us go.” 
—1 Samuel 26:9-11 
 

5. David clearly did not stage a _____________ against Saul or drive him out by force 

 
Digging Deeper 
 
1 Samuel 31 Observations 
• This battle happens the next ________ after Saul visited the medium 
• The account of Saul’s battle and death is relatively _________ 
• Saul is wounded and then kills ____________ 
• The battle is lost so badly that Israelites have to abandon towns to 
the Philistines 
• The treatment of Saul’s corpse receives attention 
• Jonathan dies loyally with __________ but Saul dies in ____________ 
• Parallel story in 1 Chronicles 10 

13 So Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke faith 
with the Lord in that he did not keep the command of the 
Lord, and also consulted a medium, seeking guidance. 14 
He did not seek guidance from the Lord. Therefore the 
Lord put him to death and turned the kingdom over to 
David the son of Jesse. 
—1 Chronicles 10:13-14 

 
Gospel Connection 
• Saul’s dead and defeated body hanging on the wall takes our mind’s 
forward to Christ ___________ on the cross in his death. When Jesus died, 
the _________ (both religious leaders and evil powers) appeared to have 
won. But that was not the _________. 
 
Question 
• What does this say about suicide and assisted suicide? 
 
 
 
 
 



2 Samuel 1 Observations 
• Notice how David ______________ to Saul’s death, the one trying to kill him. 
• David is not ______________, revengeful, or hatful of one who tried to harm him. 
• Jonathan’s ____________ for David was extraordinary devotion and selfless 
affection, like that of a mother for her children or a wife for her husband. 
 
 
Gospel Connection 
• David seeks to bring about justice, even if it seems to us as harsh. 
The messiah, Immanuel, will rule with justice and righteousness 

6 For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon[a] his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called[b] 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
—Isaiah 9:6-7 

 
Question 
• How do we explain the obvious differences in the accounts of Saul’s death? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 Samuel 2-4 Observations 
• David beings his reign by ______________ God (2:1) 
• David _____________ the men of Janesh-gilead for “steadfast love and faithfulness” 

10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
—Psalm 25:10 

• Joab, Abishai, and Asahel are David’s ______________ 
• God _______________ and strengthens David (3:1) 
• We begin to see a weakness in David, failing to call family members to account.  
• David is unable to control Joab and hold him accountable. (3:39) 
• David acquires ___________, not following Deut. 17:17. The many sons of 
various wives will form much of the tension in later chapters 
• Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s _________, introduced (2 Samuel 4:4) 
• David renounces the murderous violence (chapter 4) 
 
 
Gospel Connection 
God continues to work, even through the actions of sinful men. 

23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by 
the hands of lawless men. 
—Acts 2:23 

 
Question 
Why does David hold the Amalekite in Chapter 1 and Rechab and 
Baanah in Chapter 4 accountable for murder, but not Joab in Chapter 3? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions and Answers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Further Applications 
Who is God? 
 
 
 
 
 
What has He done? 
 
 
 
 
 
Who are we? 
 
 
 
 
 
What are we to do? 


