
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 1-2 Samuel 11-15 
September 30, 2020 

 

Outline, Structure, and Features 
 
I. Samuel, the last Judge (1 Samuel 1:1-7:17) 
a. Samuel’s birth and dedication to the Lord (1 Samuel 1:1-28) 
b. Hannah’s prayer (1 Samuel 2:1-11) 
c. Corruption at Shiloh (1 Samuel 2:12-36) 
d. God calls Samuel (1 Samuel 3:1-21) 
e. The Ark captured and returned (1 Samuel 4:1-7:2) 
f. Samuel Judges Israel (1 Samuel 7:3-17) 
 
II. Samuel & Saul Israel’s first King (1 Samuel 8:1-15:35) 
a. Israel Demands a King (1 Samuel 8) 
b. Saul chosen to be King (1 Samuel 9) 
c. Saul is anointed and proclaimed as King (1 Samuel 10) 
d. Saul _________ the Ammonites (1 Samuel 11) 
e. Samuel’s ___________ address (1 Samuel 12) 
f. _____________ with the Philistines (1 Samuel 13 & 14) 

1. The conflict is building (1 Samuel 13:1-7) 
2. Saul’s unlawful sacrifice (1 Samuel 13:8-14) 
3. Getting ready for battle (1 Samuel 13:15-23) 
4. Jonathan defeats the Philistines (1 Samuel 14:1-23) 
5. Saul’s rash vow (1 Samuel 14:24-46) 
6. Details of Saul’s reign (1 Samuel 14:47-52) 

g. The Lord ____________ Saul (1 Samuel 15) 

1. Saul disobeys God’s orders (1 Samuel 15:1-9) 
2. Samuel confronts Saul (1 Samuel 15:10-35) 

 

1 Samuel 11 - Saul defeats the Ammonites 
 
 
 
 
13 But Saul said, “Not a man shall be put to death this 
day, for today the Lord has worked salvation in Israel. 
—1 Samuel 11:13 



QUESTION: AFTER SAUL WAS PROCLAIMED AS KING, WHY DOES HE 
GO BACK TO FARMING? 
 
 
 

1 Samuel 12 - Samuel’s Farwell Address 
 
 
 
 
14 If you will fear the Lord and serve him and obey his 
voice and not rebel against the commandment of the 
Lord, and if both you and the king who reigns over you 
will follow the Lord your God, it will be well. 
—1 Samuel 12:14 
20 And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you 
have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from 
following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. 
—1 Samuel 12:20 
24 Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all 
your heart. For consider what great things he has done 
for you. 25 But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept 
away, both you and your king. 
—1 Samuel 12:24-25 
 
QUESTION: WHY IS THIS CALLED HIS FARWELL ADDRESS WHEN HE IS 
STILL AROUND? 
 
 
 

1 Samuel 13 & 14 - Conflict with the Philistines 
1. The conflict is building (1 Samuel 13:1-7) 
2. Saul’s ___________ sacrifice (1 Samuel 13:8-14) 
3. Getting ready for battle (1 Samuel 13:15-23) 
4. _______________ defeats the Philistines (1 Samuel 14:1-23) 
5. Saul’s __________ vow (1 Samuel 14:24-46) 
6. Details of Saul’s reign (1 Samuel 14:47-52) 
 



 
13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. 
You have not kept the command of the Lord your God, 
with which he commanded you. For then the Lord would 
have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 
—1 Samuel 13:13 
6 Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, 
“Come, let us go over to the garrison of these 
uncircumcised. It may be that the Lord will work for us, 
for nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or 
by few.” 
—1 Samuel 14:6 
 
 
 
QUESTION: WHY IS SAUL SO THOROUGHLY CONDEMNED FOR HIS 
DISOBEDIENCE WHEN DAVID’S LATER SINS SEEM MUCH WORSE? 
 
 
 
 

Other seemingly small yet serious sins: 
1. Eating ________ of the tree in the garden (Genesis 3:1-13) 
2. Moses striking the __________ (Numbers 20:10-13) 



 
QUESTION: WHAT ARE THE URIM & THUMMIM? 
 
 
 

30 And in the breastpiece of judgment you shall put the 
Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be on Aaron’s 
heart, when he goes in before the Lord. Thus Aaron shall 
bear the judgment of the people of Israel on his heart 
before the Lord regularly. 
—Exodus 28:30 
 

1 Samuel 15 - The LORD rejects Saul 
1. Saul ______________ God’s orders (1 Samuel 15:1-9) 
2. Samuel _______________ Saul (1 Samuel 15:10-35) 
 

 
 

22 And Samuel said, 
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to listen than the fat of rams. 
—1 Samuel 15:22 



QUESTION: WHO WERE THE AMALEKITES? 
 
 
 
 

17 “Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you 
came out of Egypt, 18 how he attacked you on the way 
when you were faint and weary, and cut off your tail, 
those who were lagging behind you, and he did not fear 
God. 19 Therefore when the Lord your God has given you 
rest from all your enemies around you, in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance to 
possess, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from 
under heaven; you shall not forget. 
—Deuteronomy 25:17-19 
 
QUESTION: HOW CAN GOD BE SO SEVER TO THE AMALEKITES, 
COMMANDING THE KILLING OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN? 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT GOD REGRETTED MAKING SAUL 
KING? 
 
 
 
 
Key Scriptures: 

11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned 
back from following me and has not performed my 
commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and he cried to 
the Lord all night…. 29 And also the Glory of Israel will 
not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should 
have regret.”… 35 And Samuel did not see Saul again 
until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. 
And the Lord regretted that he had made Saul king over 
Israel. 
—1 Samuel 15:11, 29, 35 



19 God is not man, that he should lie, 
or a son of man, that he should change his mind. 
Has he said, and will he not do it? 
Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? 
—Numbers 23:19 
The Lord has sworn 
and will not change his mind, 
“You are a priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” 
—Psalm 110:4 
For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of 
Jacob, are not consumed. 
—Malachi 3:6 
And the Lord regretted that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 
—Genesis 6:6 
9 And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, 
and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10 Now therefore 
let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them 
and I may consume them, in order that I may make a 
great nation of you.” 
11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O 
Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, 
whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the 
Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to 
kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the 
face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger and 
relent from this disaster against your people. 13 
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to 
whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I 
will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all 
this land that I have promised I will give to your 
offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14 And the 
Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of 
bringing on his people. 
—Exodus 32:9-14 
And when the angel stretched out his hand toward 
Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the 



calamity and said to the angel who was working 
destruction among the people, “It is enough; now stay 
your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was by the 
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 
—2 Samuel 24:16 
7 If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a 
kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and 
destroy it, 8 and if that nation, concerning which I have 
spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster 
that I intended to do to it. 9 And if at any time I declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and 
plant it, 10 and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to 
my voice, then I will relent of the good that I had 
intended to do to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to the men of 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: ‘Thus says the 
Lord, Behold, I am shaping disaster against you and 
devising a plan against you. Return, every one from his 
evil way, and amend your ways and your deeds.’ 
—Jeremiah 18:7-11 
6 The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose 
from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with 
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 And he issued a 
proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the 
decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor 
beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or 
drink water, 8 but let man and beast be covered with 
sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let 
everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence 
that is in his hands. 9 Who knows? God may turn and 
relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not 
perish.” 
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from 
their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had 
said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 
—Jonah 3:6-10 
> Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. 
—Hebrews 13:8 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 



coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variation or shadow due to change. 
—James 1:17 
 
Conclusions: 
1. In what ways is God unchanging? 

a. ____________ (Being) 
b. _____________ (Character) 
c. _____________ (Purpose) 

 
2. In what ways does God voluntarily respond? 

a. __________________ 
b. __________________ 

 
3. What are other options to understand this? 

a. One extreme: God is open to see what will happen 
b. Other extreme: God is impassive (no emotions). The 
language used is metaphorical language to help humans grasp 
the weight of their choices. 


