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only a message through a prophet as he had in the past. He 
didn’t only send a word from on high, but instead “the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). No longer was 
it a prophet bearing a message so much as the Prophet who 
is the Message. The significance of  this embodiment for our 
own embodiment is difficult to overstate.
 

Throughout history there seems to be two extremes, both a 
disembodied gnostic fallacy in which our bodies are incidental 
to our true selves (as in our own day), and a materialistic 
fallacy in which we are really only ever just our physical 
bodies and there is no eternal soul. Of course, a truly Christian 
understanding falls into neither extreme, but rather upholds 
both the eternality of  the soul and the significance of  the 
body. Our bodies really matter (1 Cor. 6:19 “do you not know 
your bodies are a temple of  the Holy Spirit”). And our souls are 
essential (Matt. 10:28 “fear not those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul”). When God becomes incarnate in Christ, the 
plan of  God becomes clear. He chooses to save through an 
embodied means to an embodied end. He does not save in 
just some spiritual, a-historical, disembodied realm, but He 
saves us in our own material, historical, embodied realm. Jesus 
doesn’t come and live and die only “spiritually,” but rather 
fully incarnate! And He does not save us to some disembodied 
spiritual heaven, but rather He saves us to a new heavens and 
a new earth in which we are given new resurrection bodies (1 
Cor. 15). This is good and deeply relevant news to a world that 
has lost any understanding of  the significance of  the human 
body as created and given by God. 

This Christmas do not just participate in a virtual, 
disembodied state. But rather come celebrate with us the 
embodiment of  God in Christ—in our own God-given bodies, 
gathered as the body of  Christ. 

   Merry Christmas,

 
   Tim Shaw

Christmas Is Relevant
Dear Beloved Saints of  the Independent Presbyterian Church 
in Savannah, 

Christmas is relevant. We live in a time and place in which 
embodiment seems to have less and less significance. Though 
it is wonderful to be able to have some participation in church 
services virtually, and though we were happy to be able to 
tune-in during lock downs or whenever we don’t feel well 
enough to make it to church, and though we like to be able to 
Facetime grandchildren who live far away—there is always a 
cost to our advances in technology. 

Facebook has rebranded itself  as Meta, and introduced us 
to the Meta-verse, which seems to be something like Facebook 
but on virtual-reality steroids. You can now buy tickets to see 
Justin Bieber in concert in virtual-reality. With your virtual-
reality (VR) goggles on you can see him and he can see you 
just as if  you were really at a concert…and of  course you are…
virtually. Surely soon we will be able to attend church like this 
and put our VR goggles on and “attend” any of  our favorite 
churches anywhere in the world and be able to look around 
and see the interior of  the building and the other “attenders” 
as if  we were really there! A real body is optional. 

But perhaps most alarmingly we see the faltering significance 
of  embodiment in the rise and celebration of  transgenderism. 
Gender identity is no longer determined by bodily markers. 
It is no longer the physical or biological self, but rather the 
psychological self  that determines the “True Me.” My “true” 
identity is found in my feelings and sexual desires, and thus 
we have the rise of  LGBT identity markers and “civil rights.” 
To confront any of  the behaviors or desires of  a person who 
identifies along the LGBT spectrum is not seen as simply 
disapproval of  a behavior but rather of  their very essence, their 
self-identification, their autonomy. 

And thus, in this late-modern moment, the celebration of  
the incarnation, the embodiment of  God in Jesus Christ, is 
ever so relevant. In the “fullness of  time” God no longer sent 


