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Serving Those Who Serve 
 
Many pastors who are serving small churches with limited resources in Myanmar and 
Sri Lanka work tirelessly with great passion and commitment.  Although they put their full 
efforts to care for their congregations, often they face challenges to provide for their own 
families.  Identifying this need, especially during the Christmas season, Cherith has been 
reaching out to pastors in rural areas organizing annual Christmas celebrations.  During this 
time of fellowship and celebration, pastors receive a monetary Christmas gift thanks to 
donations from churches and individuals in The Netherlands and the USA.  We encourage 
the pastors to use this gift for their own family and since 2006 we have heard heartfelt 
testimonies from recipients how this monetary gift has taken a huge concern from their 
minds. 
 
Cherith started annual pastors Christmas celebrations in 2006, since then the program has 
grown and the Lord has provided in amazing ways.  In December 2021, Cherith was able to 
bless 216 pastors in five provinces in Sri Lanka and 37 pastors in three regions in the 
Shan State of Myanmar.  The collages hereafter provides you with an impression of the 
pastors Christmas program in the various areas in Myanmar and Sri Lanka. 
 
One pastor came to the Christmas celebration not knowing what to expect since it was his 
first time, he only knew there was a pastor’s gathering.  At the end of the program, he had 
shared with others how sad his wife was because they didn’t have funds to provide 
something special for their children at Christmas.  He had told his wife not to worry and that 
the Lord would provide, imagine his joy when he received an unexpected monetary 
Christmas gift.  We came to know through the Regional Coordinator that he immediately 
called his wife to tell how the Lord has provided! 
 
Another minister was asked to recommend a needy pastor’s family in his area for additional 
Christmas support.  He went ahead recommending a fellow minister while thinking how 
wonderful it will be if his family could be included; when a Cherith Regional Coordinator 
contacted him later on to be present at the pastors gathering he was overjoyed.  He shared 
his testimony how the Lord provided for him and his family in an unexpected way!   
 
These two testimonies are a small glimpse of the Lord’s caring heart for His children. 
 
Harry & Jenny van Burik 



Pastors Christmas Celebrations in Sri Lanka 



 

Pastors Christmas Celebrations in Myanmar 
Many pastors are ministering in war zones, most of them are away from their village and home, therefore the gifts are received by their 

wife, chilldren, or a family member. 


