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Children are a blessing from the Lord and valuable members or the family. Involving them in 
programs and activities with The Bridge Church is a wonderful way for them to develop 
community with other children in the church. It also presents challenges for parents and leaders 
working to keep them safe in a group setting. The Bridge Church seeks to provide a safe 
environment for the children who participate in our programs and activities. By implementing the 
below practices, our goal is to protect the children of The Bridge Church from incidents of 
misconduct or inappropriate behavior while also protecting our staff and volunteers from false 
accusations. 

Selection of Caregivers 

All persons who desire to work with the children participating in our programs and activities will 
be screened. This screening includes the following: 

Six Month Rule: No person will be considered for any position involving contact with 
minors until she/he has been involved with The Bridge Church for a minimum of six (6) 
months.  

Written Application 

Personal Interview: Upon completion of the application, a face-to-face interview may be 
scheduled with the applicant to discuss his/her suitability for the position. 

Reference Checks 

Criminal Background Check 

Two Adult Rule 

It is our goal that a minimum of two unrelated adult workers will be in attendance at all times 
when children are being supervised during our programs and activities. We do not allow minors 
to be alone with one adult on our premises or in any sponsored activity unless in a counseling 
situation.  

Teenage Workers 

We recognize that there may be times when it is necessary or desirable for babysitters (paid or 
volunteer) who are themselves under age 18 to assist in caring for children during programs or 
activities. The following guidelines apply to teenage workers: 

• Must be at least age 14. 

• Must be screened as specified above. 

• Must be under the supervision of an adult and must never be left alone with children. 

• Must be free of eye or skin infections; and/or 

• Other symptoms of communicable or infectious disease. 

Caregiver Ratios 

The state of Florida provides the following minimum ratios for childcare settings. 

0-1 years old:  1 adult for every 4 children   

2-5 years old: 1 adult for every 11 children   

5 years and older: 1 adult for every 25 children  



The Bridge Church’s Safe Child Care Policy 2 

Medications Policy 

It is the policy of The Bridge Church not to administer medications to the children under our 
care. Medications should be administered by a parent.  

Discipline Policy 

It is the policy of The Bridge Church not to administer corporal punishment, even if parents have 
suggested or given permission for it. There should be no spanking, grabbing, hitting, or other 
physical discipline of children. Workers should consult with the Children’s Pastor if assistance is 
needed with ongoing disciplinary issues. 

 

Restroom Guidelines 

For children five years of age and younger the caregiver should prop open the bathroom door 
and leave the stall door open while they assist a child.  

For children over the age of five, at least one adult male should take boys to the restroom and at 
least one adult female should take girls.  

For the protection of all, caregivers should never be alone with a child in a bathroom with the 
door closed and never be in a closed bathroom stall with a child. Parents are strongly 
encouraged to have their children visit the bathroom prior to each class. 

Childcare Models 

There is not a one-option-fits-all solution for childcare during small groups. Here are some 
models that you may consider. Any creative solution must still follow the above safety 
guidelines. 

Parents responsible for their own childcare. Parents select their own babysitter and children 
are kept at their own home. The Bridge Church has a fund that can assist parents who need 
financial assistance paying a care provider.  

Parent rotation model. Parents rotate turns watching the group’s children. A minimum of one 
unrelated male and female must be present. Teens can provide additional support in this model.  

Group reciprocation model. The parents from one group watch the children from another 
group during their meeting time. Then they switch roles and the parents from the second group 
watch the children of the first group while they meet. The groups do not need to meet on the 
same days as long as they coordinate.  

Child involvement model. Some groups are comfortable with children being involved in the 
study if the topic is acceptable for children to be exposed to. Please be conscious of how this 
affects everyone in the group as some find this situation distracting and uncomfortable.  

Childcare room model. Caregivers watch children in a room(s) separate from the room parents 
are meeting in. Attention should be given to the size of the room being large enough to 
accommodate the number of children and workers present, the room being appropriately child-
proofed, and ratios between the number of children and number of caregivers being maintained. 


