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“I THINK I NEED TO DISOBEY AN AUTHORITY” 
©2020 Gerhard T. deBock 

 

Disobedience to an authority is a time to prayerfully think through our ethics.  How do we decide? When should we 
disobey?  In addition to these logical questions, there is also the issue of our hearts and attitudes.   

The Bible affirms that submission is due to our parents, our husbands, our “masters” (bosses), our church leaders, and 
our governing authorities.  Though never explicitly taught, there are several passages that give us examples of when 
followers of God disobeyed authorities. They did so because they were being compelled to sin if they obeyed.  It would 
seem that the default answer for someone “under the Word” is to obey.  But how do we decide if it is time to disobey? 

Our sinfulness typically pushes us to want to obey our own wishes.  So, when we think it is time to disobey an authority, 
it is helpful to review the passages listed below.   Then walk slowly and prayerfully through the questions, asking the 
Holy Spirit to help us submit to Him and the Word He inspired. 

 

BIBLE PASSAGES TO CONSIDER: 

Romans 13:1-7 -  Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 
and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of 
God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid 
God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers 
of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

Titus 3:1-2 - Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, 
2to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. 

1 Peter 2:13-25 - Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 
14or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15For this is the will of 
God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16Live as people who are free, not 
using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honor the emperor. 

18Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 
19For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it 
if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 
gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he 
was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him 
who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls. 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 - First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. 

Colossians 4:5-6 - Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6Let your speech always be 
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person. 
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QUESTIONS TO ASK OURSELVES AS WE CONSIDER DISOBEYING AN AUTHORITY 
(Note: the “authority” may range from parents to the government): 

 
 Am I resting in God’s sovereignty, knowing that He has placed people in position of authority over me?  Do I 

know that while these authorities may not always make good and righteous decisions, I can trust that God can 
and will use them to further His purposes?  Am I mindful of God as I make my choices? 

 Am I praying for those in authority over me, toward the outcome that I can lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly 
and dignified in every way? 

 Am I seeking to be submissive and obedient in action and attitude toward those in authority?  Am I obeying 
them in all cases except in those that would compel me to sin? 

 Am I responding to any injustices, by those in authority, by following the example of Jesus? That is, am I 
following in His steps? Are my words or even my tone uttered in a reviling, threatening manner? 

 Am I following the example of my Lord when He did not make it His primary mission to rebel against the sinful 
structures and authorities in the world while He walked the earth?  As with all the examples of civil disobedience 
in the Scriptures, Jesus did not revolt when authorities promoted unjust laws.  His “disobedience” was limited to 
when He would have been compelled to sin.  

 If I believe I am required to disobey an authority, because obedience to them would compel me to sin against 
the clear, unambiguous teaching of God’s Word . . . are my actions of refusal to obey done in the most winsome, 
honorable way possible, obeying at all points where I am not being compelled to sin? 

 Have I not allowed the hypocrisy, inconsistency, or lack of clarity of the authority to push me toward 
disregarding the weight of the clear teaching of God’s Word . . . allowing me to excuse rebellious actions or 
attitudes of quarreling and discourtesy, well beyond any appropriate disobedience of orders that would compel 
me to sin? 

 Am I willing to pay the price graciously, quietly, for disobeying an authority (because they are compelling me to 
sin)?   

 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK ABOUT THE COMMANDS OF AN AUTHORITY: 

 Are the commands compelling me to sin?   

 How are the commands compelling me to sin?  Are they preventing me from doing what God clearly commands 
that I should do?  Are they forcing me to do what God clearly forbids? 

 Would the authority’s commands be compelling sin in all circumstances and cultures?  Or are they merely 
against my preferences or extrapolations of what is best?  In other words, am I being compelled to sin against a 
clear, unambiguous command or prohibition in the Bible? Or am I feeling compelled to violate my conscience’s 
application of a Scriptural principle?   

 Am I compelled to sin in an absolute sense, or merely to do something I consider unwise?  If this is a “judgment 
call,” am I the one in the position of authority to make the call? 

 If there is no direct Biblical command opposing the authority’s order, should I be making absolute what the Bible 
does not make absolute?  Am I going beyond what is written? 
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SPECIFIC QUESTIONS WHEN CONSIDERING DISOBEDIENCE TO THE GOVERNMENT 
(this is traditionally called “civil disobedience”) 

 
 Have I and am I working within the means provided by my government’s structure to right the injustices and 

create laws that are just for all? 

 Do I believe that a law or mandate by our government is unjust? 

 Is the law or mandate unjust because it directly contradicts a clear command or prohibition in Scripture? If so, 
which one(s)?  

 If it does not directly contradict the Bible, do I consider it unjust because of what it implies or could lead to? Is 
this potential or implied contradiction strong enough to violate the clear passages that speak about submission 
to the governing authorities? 

 Does the law or mandate permit sin within our society? Or does it compel people to sin?  

 If it promotes or permits sin, have I exhausted all the possible means provided within my government’s 
structure to correct the perceived wrongs? 

 If it compels sin, have I refused to follow the law or mandate? 

 If, because I am being compelled to sin if I obey, I chose to disobey . . . is my disobedience done with the right 
attitude (see many of the questions above under “QUESTIONS TO ASK OURSELVES AS WE CONSIDER 
DISOBEYING AN AUTHORITY”). 

 Am I keeping first things first by making my primary message that only the Kingdom of God, brought in fully at 
the return of Jesus, will be what we truly need and yearn for?  Or have my actions and attitudes communicated 
that my faith is really in a government or even “the people’s wishes”? 

 

KEY ASSUMPTIONS BEHIND THESE QUESTIONS 

1. The clear teaching passages of the Bible have greater “weight” in our decision-making than the descriptive 
passages. 

2. The weight of the teaching passages is toward submission and obedience.  It is a very serious matter to willfully 
disobey an authority God has placed over us. 

3. The decision to disobey must meet the criteria of a law or mandate compelling us, as an individual, to sin.   

4. While we should work to make all laws and policies just and reflective of God’s truth . . . laws or mandates that 
merely permit others to sin within our families, workplaces, churches, and society are not grounds for our 
disobedience.  We may be conscientious objectors in these matters, but we should not consider them grounds 
for disobedience to other laws or mandates. 

5. It is dangerous to go beyond what is written in the Scriptures.  When we make something absolute that the Bible 
does not, we set a perilous precedent.  We must not make absolute an inference, extrapolation, or even our 
application of the author’s intended meaning.  Similarly, we must weigh and judge the “words” given to us by 
brothers and sisters in Christ, or directly by the Holy Spirit, by the Word of Scripture.  The Holy Spirit will not lead 
us to apply Scripture or to receive a word from Him that does not align with the Scriptures He has inerrantly 
inspired. 

 


