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So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place
of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. - John 19:17
Fanny J. Crosby (1820-1915) was the author of over 8,500 gospel songs. Though blind at 6
weeks of age, Crosby began composing texts at age 6. “Near the Cross” was the first hymn
that she wrote shortly after she gave her life to Christ.
The famous evangelist Dwight L. Moody was said to have asked Crosby the following
question toward the end of her life: “If you could have just one wish granted, what would it
be?”
Moody expected her to ask for sight. Sensing this she is said to have replied, “If I could have
one wish, I’d wish that I might continue blind the rest of my life.” Moody was taken back and
asked, “How can you say that?” Crosby was said to have responded, “Because, after being
blind for all these years, the first face I want to see now is the face of Jesus.”
The eschatological theme of “Near the Cross” captures the hope and joy of heaven that is so
characteristic of Crosby’s hymns: “Till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.”
“I love the simplicity of this hymn. A lot of times, we can over complicate what it means to
walk in our daily lives with the Lord. This hymn serves as a sweet reminder to me, that Jesus
desires me, in my brokenness to cling to Him and the promises and hope that the cross gives
us. This hymn paints a beautiful picture of dwelling in the shadow of the Cross. For me, this
means keeping a perspective of salvation through my day to day so that others can see that
hope and be encouraged to do the same.”
-Courtney Owen

