
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
 
The latest news from half a world away is heartbreaking.  Lives are upended, lives are lost, due to natural 
disasters.  We respond as best we can with prayer, and at times material aid.  But what has taken place this 
past week is a different kind of sorrow.  It is the direct result of human evil, human fear, human aggression, 
the thirst for power and expansion.  It is not a response to attack … it is itself an attack on a sovereign nation.  
Once initiated, such bloodshed is difficult to stop.  Pride, saving face, the need to look strong on the world 
stage, prevents most from acknowledging and ending the error of decisions they’ve made.   
The danger here, for Russia, for Ukraine, for Europe, for us and for the world goes far beyond the borders of 
the current conflict.  One of the world’s three greatest militaries, with a vast nuclear arsenal, has now brought 
us to the doorstep of a devastating world war that would affect men, women, children in every nation in ways 
unimaginable.  Many of us remember, some here been directly involved in, wars that have brought personal 
and national sorrow.   
 
And so, as a community of faith, trusting Almighty God, we pray. 
 
Father, we are deeply affected by the heartache, the pain, the loss, of the Ukrainian people, and the people of 
Russia too.  Give us compassionate hearts.  Remind those of us here of the blessings we enjoy today, that 
those on the streets, and in the homes, of Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odessa, and hundreds of cities and towns in the 
Ukraine have had stripped away.  We pray for our Christian brothers and sisters, some who are known to 
those here at Grace of Christ.  We pray for Ukrainians who have settled in this country, our neighbors and 
friends, as they think of their families and their friends now facing the aggression of Russian leadership.  We 
pray that You would, in Your mercy, keep the evil intentions of a few destroy the precarious peace in Europe, 
and by extension the world. 
We also pray for other points of conflict and bloodshed, in Nigeria, in Ethiopia, in Syria, in Iraq.  We have not 
forgotten Afghanistan, the Koreas, Pakistan, India, the drug related war in Mexico, tensions in the South China 
sea. 
Bring awareness of this current foolish pursuit to President Putin and his circle of leaders.  Infuse them with 
regret and common sense and a commitment to non-violent solutions.  Provide wisdom and restraint for 
leaders of other nations, leaders of NATO, our own President, the Premier of China, so that decisions are 
made that reduce rather than inflame the current war.  May the current aggression be contained and then 
swiftly concluded instead of engulfing the world in bloodshed and destruction.  May calm and peace be 
restored.  Give strength to Ukrainian citizens boldly, seemingly hopelessly, resisting for the sake of their 
families and homes.  Be present with those in the military forces of Russia, those who are simply doing what 
they have been commanded to do, give them a full measure of humanity as they execute their orders.  Help us 
to be instruments of peace.  For all of this, and particularly this morning for those in Ukraine, we pray in the 
name of Jesus. 
 
Psalm 46 

The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
    he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
 


