
GOING DEEPER STUDY NOTES  (FOR MARCH 28, 2021) 
For Community Groups or Personal Study 

 
This week, which we call Holy Week, is unlike any other.  From the 
very beginning of His story Jesus has baffled us, challenged us, 
exposed us, loved us.  What are we to make of Him?  More 
importantly, what will He make of us?  How we understand Him as 
He rides into this week, as we see Him redefine power, love, death, 
and life itself, sets us on a path that either draws us closer to God, 
or farther away.  Each step He takes is intentional.  Each act of love 
unstoppable.  Each action and each word an invitation.  From the 
beginning of this week to the start of the next there will be huge 
swings: from hopeful to hopeless and then Hope reborn, from 
adoration to hate and then Love reborn, from life to death and then 
Life reborn.  Together, here at Grace, we are learning what it means 
to hold on, and hang on, to this same Jesus. 

 
HOLY WEEK: PALM SUNDAY 
SERMON PASSAGE: LUKE 19:28-48 

“28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. 29 When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 
mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, ‘Go 
into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The 
Lord has need of it.’ 32 So those who were sent went away and found 
it just as he had told them.   33 And as they were untying the colt, its 
owners said to them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’  34 And they said, 
‘The Lord has need of it.’  35 And they brought it to Jesus, and 
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it.  36 And as he 
rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was 
drawing near — already on the way down the Mount of Olives — the 
whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with 
a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying, 
‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in 
heaven and glory in the highest!’ 
39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples.’ 40 He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, 
the very stones would cry out.’ 
41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, 
‘Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that 
make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the 
days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade 

around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 44 and 
tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And 
they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did 
not know the time of your visitation.’ 
45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 
46 saying to them, ‘It is written, “My house shall be a house of prayer,” 
but you have made it a den of robbers.’ 
47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the 
scribes and the principal men of the people were seeking to destroy 
him, 48 but they did not find anything they could do, for all the people 
were hanging on his words. 

 

WHAT DOES IT SAY?  
Read through the passage (Luke 19:28-48) twice, as best as possible as 
if you were reading/hearing the story for the first time. 
 

1. Who is in control of the events being described?   
2. What is the crowd’s response to Jesus?  What is the 

response of the religious leaders?  Those in the Temple? 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
3. Why did Jesus choose to ride into Jerusalem on a donkey? 
4. What does Jesus mean by, “the stones would cry out”? 
5. Why did Jesus weep over the city? 

 

WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO YOU? 
6. If you had been there, how would you have reacted to Jesus’ 

arrival that first Palm Sunday? 
7. Why was Jesus so passionate about the Temple?  Do you 

have a passion for God’s Church?  Explain. 
8. Read the other accounts of Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:1-22, 

Mark 11:1-25, John 12:1-19).  How are they similar?  What 
new information is added by reading these three? 

9. What does Palm Sunday, and this week, mean to you? 
 

Notes:           

Spend time in silence, praying (even if just for a minute or two).  
Prayer is simply a conversation with God.  Be honest.  If you don’t 
know how or what to pray admit that and ask God to help you pray.  

In your prayer ask God to help you understand why Jesus was 
willing to do what He did and suffer what He suffered.  Ask God to 
show you how to love others.  Ask Him to help you trust Jesus and 
love Him more today than yesterday.  He came to help you (us). 


