
Week 5
There’s More To Come



WEEK 5
Personal Study

Luke 21:25–28 (ESV)
“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people 
fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin 
to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.”

2 Peter 3:8–13 (ESV)
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill 
his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works 
that are done on it will be exposed. 
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you 
to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 
and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we 
are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Focus

What are some big events that you have prepared for? How much time did you 
spend making sure you were ready for that event, trip or experience? Why was it 

important to take the time to get ready and be prepared?



We Prepare

It seems like we spend a lot of time preparing for things we care about. 
For many of us Christmas is one of those seasons that require preparation. 
We adjust schedules, fill our calendars with events and experiences, we 
manage our budgets and make sure all the important people have a gift 
to open. Decorations are displayed well in advance, family members travel 
to spend time together, and meals must be prepared and created. There is 
intentionality at Christmas. There is joy and anticipation because the season 
is significant for so many. 
Christmas is a real day. We go through all the trouble at Christmas because 
it actually comes every year…even on the same day in December.

Every year we spend so much energy and time in the remembering of 
Christ’s first coming. How much more should we prepare for His second 
coming? That day is also a reality. But unlike Christmas Day, only the Father 
knows the Day of His Son’s second coming. But He is coming. And if he 
does not come before we die, we will go to Him. And only the Father 
knows that day as well. Shouldn’t we spend more time preparing for that 
Day?

Already, But Not Yet

The weeks immediately following Christmas can be blanketed in 
disappointment and regret. Did we spend too much money? Was all that 
time and preparation worth it? Am I ready for the soberness of a new year?
We forget that the Israelites were not the only ones living in Wait and Hope. 
Even though the greatest gift has already come (and we celebrate that gift 
at Christmas by looking back), we have forgotten that He left us, and when 
He did, promised to return again.
It is right and normal to feel a longing for something more. If we spend 
four of our weeks every year looking back in celebration and gratitude, how 
many weeks should we spend looking forward in Hope? The Bible says, all 
of them.

The author of the Book of Hebrews tells us to encourage one another, and 
all the more as “we see the Day approaching.” Peter exhorted his readers 
in the scripture above to cling to a future day. He reminded them that, 
although the days seemed long and full of hardship and disappointment, 
that it was a reality that Christ would come again, and all things would be



made new!  And then he asked them to prepare for that Day by living lives 
of holiness and godliness, proclaiming truth, exuding grace and moving 
forward in hopeful expectation. He even hinted that by doing so, Christ 
would come all the more quickly.

We, like Peter’s listeners, are living in the days of God’s patient mercy. God 
is not slow in keeping His promise to return. He is giving everyone enough 
time to make decisions, and to bow their knees in willing submission before 
it is forced upon them. Maybe we could turn our sadness and longing into 
joyful expectation by bending our lives fully into the promised “not yet” of 
Christ’s glorious return?

Are you preparing for His return? As this Advent season comes to a close 
take some time to evaluate your heart’s lament. What is your reason to 
wait? Where are you pinning your hopes and dreams?
Let us, the people of God, be found ready in the waiting. May your heart 
be filled with a future promise and your eyes brightened with all the things 
Christ will heal when He returns. Even more, we pray that your heart will 
long for your groom Himself, because He will be here before you know it. 

Reflection

What did you write on your card to place on the “Waiting Place” at Eternal 
Church? Would you change that card now, or keep it the same?
What does Peter say we should be waiting for in the scripture above?

What are your hopes and dreams for this life? How much emphasis do you 
place upon this earthly life to fulfill your hopes and dreams?

How does your life reflect your belief that Jesus Christ will return? Do others 
in your life, who know you well, get a sense that your disappointment can 
only go so low because you are waiting on something so great?

Read Romans 8:22-25 and Revelation 21:1-7. Let God speak to you.



Closing Response

One way the people of God prepare for Christ’s return is to reveal the 
healing available in the new kingdom by caring for the elderly, poor, weak, 
hungry, imprisoned, outcasts, orphans and outsiders in this temporary 
earthly kingdom (Matthew 25:31-46).
As you look ahead to the new year, think of practical and intentional ways 
you and your people (family, group of friends) can take steps toward caring 
for these vulnerable populations in our area of Fort Mill, Rock Hill and 
Charlotte.

Hebrews 10:23-25 tells us to hold firm to our hope, and to never forsake 
meeting together so that we can encourage one another toward love 
and good deeds. The pandemic has isolated many of us physically and 
emotionally. Sometimes we believe the lie that we can find community 
virtually with people who agree with us in the small things, instead of 
moving into the unity God desires physically and spiritually with the people 
who agree with us in the biggest things.
Can you see how evil unseen forces have used the past two years to 
isolate and separate God’s people? Do you know some who have left “the 
church?” Or do you feel like it is the church who left some people?
What is your response in combating what Satan is clearly trying to do? How 
does focusing on a future hope help you in that regard?

Songs for Week 5

• No More Night (please close eyes and listen)
• You Hold Me Now
• Soon
• Home Where I Belong

Prayer

Almost all of our deep disappointments come because our hopes 
are misplaced. Pray that this year we will be healed, not because our 
circumstances will get better, but because we promise to put our hopes 
upon a future Day.

All resources with this icon can be found by going to the web page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iPIi7sunEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ldX-5y8ulM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGIMUlTejXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oELDdrCeynA


Set aside 30 minutes one night this week to read scriptures together and 
reflect upon and discuss the material together. Light only the Christ candle 

with no other candles present.

Scripture Reading
(Have a family member read out loud)

Luke 21:27–28 (NLT)
Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with power and great 
glory. So when all these things begin to happen, stand and look up, for your 
salvation is near!

James 5:7–8 (The Message)
Meanwhile, friends, wait patiently for the Master’s Arrival. You see farmers do 
this all the time, waiting for their valuable crops to mature, patiently letting the 
rain do its slow but sure work. Be patient like that. Stay steady and strong. The 
Master could arrive at any time.

“I am going to show you a secret, John,” Jesus said, “about when I come back... 
Write down what you see so God’s children can read it, and wait with happy 
excitement... I’m on my way,” said Jesus. “I’ll be there soon.”
THE JESUS STORYBOOK BIBLE

Focus

The Christmas Season is over. The gifts have all been opened. How does that 
make you feel? What are you looking forward to in the next year now that 

Christmas is over?

WEEK 5
Family Discipleship Time



Story Telling (Read the commentary below)

Jesus came, just like He said He would. But the promises are not over. He 
promised more than just that one great Gift. He also promised that he 
would return again, but the next time, not as a baby, but as a returning 
King. In glory. In power. Not in a secret hidden way, but in a way that the 
whole world will see Him at the very same time.

When Jesus came the first time as a baby He was coming to save us from 
the sin that lives in our hearts. He came to pay for the hurt that we caused 
when Adam and Eve rebelled, and from the consequences that we deserve 
because we all still hurt people when we sin today. But when He comes 
again He will save all of us from all of the hurt in the world. He will come to 
make things all new again, like they were in the Garden of Eden, but even 
better. Nobody will EVER hurt or cause hurt again, and we will live in a city 
filled with goodness!

Ask: When Jesus returns to make all things new again, what are some 
things that hurt us that will be gone forever?  
What are other ways that heaven may be different from our earth now? (No 
crying, afraid, alone, hungry, poor, etc) 

Just like before, God has given us hints and clues about how and when 
Jesus will return. And just like before there is no way we can be sure when it 
will happen. So, just like before, we wait. Sometimes it is fun and exciting to 
wait for something, like Christmas morning. But sometimes it is really hard 
to wait, especially when we don’t even know when it will happen. It is also 
hard to wait because it means that we must live in a world where we hurt 
people, and people can hurt us, until He comes back again. Some people 
don’t even think about Jesus coming back again, and they even forget that 
He promised to do it.

Ask: Do you think about Jesus coming again? What do you think we should  
do as we wait?

When Jesus comes again it will be very different from the first time. We 
aren’t sure what it will look like, but we know that everyone will know about 
it, not just shepherds and a few Magi. The Bible says that He will ride out of 
the sky on a great white horse and carry a sword. He will come to wage war 
and defeat sin and all who choose evil.  He will defeat Satan and all 



of his evil unseen army of demons. We will finally be free from the evil that 
exists on the earth. We will finally be free from the evil that we sometimes 
choose to follow in our own hearts. We will be free to love everyone the 
way He created us to love. All of the earth will be healed, and all of the bad 
things that have happened on the earth will be undone. We will live forever 
with Him, with animals and plants in a world that will never be scarred 
by sin again. We will worship Him as our King and Lord, as He deserves, 
forevermore.

Ask: God sent His Rescuer once. He promised that He would do it again 
someday. Why do you think we still need to be rescued? What is still wrong 
with our world? What is still wrong with our own hearts witnessed in some 
of our decisions and behaviors?

Reflection

Did you feel sad after Christmas morning was over? Why do you think that 
was? Spend some time discussing as a family how everything that is even a 
good gift on earth isn’t enough to really make us happy for very long.  We 
won’t truly be satisfied until Jesus returns to make all things, including our 
hearts and minds, new.

Song
(Sing together as a family)

• Soon
• Soon And Very Soon
• You’re Coming Back

Prayer

Discuss what you should pray about, and which family member should pray.

All resources with this icon can be found by going to the web page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ko4vnDnFzz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxarZBxK0iQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8EP7ppTkgg


Family Activities

Discussion:  Ask your children questions about what they think Jesus’ return 
will be like. Ask them if anything about that scares or confuses them. Assure 
them that when Jesus comes back it may be scary for some, but not for 
those who love and put their trust in Him. Talk about how the new world 
He is coming to reign over as King will be a place where there will be no 
sadness, sickness, fights or disease. A place where they can enjoy freedoms 
they never even knew they could have! A place where there are colors they 
have never seen, and food they have never tasted. A place where they can 
never play too much or sleep too long, or stay up too late. A place where 
there will never be homework or school because we will know everything. 
Dream with them about what it will be like, not to live in heaven, but to live 
on a new earth with everything as it should be.

Create: Draw or paint a picture of what it may look like when Jesus returns 
to earth as a King instead of a baby.  Hang or display in a prominent place 
as a reminder of who your family places its hope in.

Imagine: Go outside and look up at the clouds. When Jesus left He 
disappeared into the clouds. He didn’t just keep going higher into outer 
space, he went through an invisible wall. The Bible says that when He 
returns He will come back through the clouds…pass through the invisible 
wall. Spend time imagining what Jesus’ return will look like when all will see 
Him at the same time! Do all people even see the sun at the same time?
Pray for Him to come to us quickly. 



Closing Credits

There is a long list of hearts, minds and fingers that went into providing a 
resource like this to God’s people at Eternal. The Lord has laid it upon my heart 
as a Pastor to try to be more purposeful, with the eager assistance of the Family 
Ministry, in providing resources to help our families be “in”, but not “of” the 
world in which we live. This is an attempt in that direction.
Many thanks to the Village Church for providing so many open resources for Lead 
Pastors and ministry leaders. They created the needed structure for the concept 
of this Advent Guide. I was inspired by Paul David Tripp to work through the 
Advent season in the sermon message progression that has been laid out in this 
guide, and of course, apparent in the Bible. 
Many of the events and activities have been inspired by my own family, and 
mostly my wife Heather, as we have sought to build unique and memorable 
Christmas experiences as a family here in South Carolina. She has continuously 
challenged me as the father of our children to be more purposeful in creating 
memories that have bound our family together.
A special thanks to Lauren Copeland and Melissa Williams for correcting, editing 
and adding fresh and unique ideas, songs and activities throughout this Guide. 
Without their expertise I would not have felt confident providing this resource to 
our Eternal families.
Also, thank you Chuck Williams for editing the final version, and Kristen Gardner 
for not only designing this resource, but working so diligently to create a space 
online to guide our people to the suggested resources. 
Thank you Bill Gardner for your expert craftsmanship on providing a physical 
“Waiting Place” that will give our church family an emotional and communal 
touchpoint at Eternal services every Sunday.
Many hearts, many minds and many fingers indeed!

However, the real credit for this Guide can be seen and heard in all of the 
scriptures and the true stories that tie it together, from beginning to end. 
There is only One who is worthy of deserved gratitude, and that is our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, and His Father who always had a Plan to rescue His beloved 
creation. Without Him there would be nothing to write, no story to tell, no guide 
to assist and no reason to worship. We do not wait as those who put their hope 
on earthly passing celebrations...for we, as God’s people, are waiting for a 
Reason.

Bless you and yours this Christmas season.

Pastor Don




