
 

 

Sermon Discussion 
Welcoming God’s Word  Acts 17:1-14
 
The Study 
 
Acts 17 (Paul’s ministry in Thessalonica and Berea) 
lays the ground work for our study in Paul’s first 
letter to the Thessalonians next week. 
 
The Thessalonians were marked by a “welcoming” 
of God’s word. The Bereans, in the same way were 
“noble–minded” as they received the word with 
“great eagerness.” Paul opponents, on the other 
hand, were “mob–minded” and “ig–noble” toward 
the Gospel and God’s Word.  
 
 
(v1–3) Paul went first to the synagogue to preach 
and share Jesus.  
 
Paul preached Jesus “from the scriptures,” 
explaining how His death and resurrection were 
necessary, and proving His identity 
 
(v4-5) Some Jews and many Greeks were 
persuaded. But, the Jews who didn’t believe were 
envious and gathered a mob, setting the city into 
an uproar. 
 
(v6-9) They railed against the Christians who  
“turned the world upside down.”  
 
(v10) Paul was sent away before his work in 
Thessalonica was completed. He feared Satan 
would undermine their faith—so he sent Timothy 
to check on them, who reported back great things! 
 
 
(v11-12) Paul went next to the “noble–minded” 
Bereans, who received the Word with “great 
eagerness,” and “examined the scriptures daily to 
see if these things were so.” 
 
The Bereans, unlike the Thessalonians Jews, 
demonstrated “intellectual honesty.” 

 
Warm Up 

 
Did you ever learn some new truth that caused 

you to have to change your lifestyle or paradigm? 
Examples: 

Learning that Chic-fil-A is closed on Sundays. 
Learning that smoking is harmful. 

Learning that gas prices can hit $7 a gallon. 
 

 How easy is it to accept changes in your life? 
 
 

Discussion 
 

Review: Why did Paul always go to the Jews first? 
(Jeff gave 3 reasons) 

 
What does “scriptures” refer to, in general? 

What scriptures might Paul would have been 
preaching from, specifically? 

 
What is a “mob mentality”? Why is it so 

dangerous? Why do people choose this way of 
approaching truth they don’t like? 

 
Actually, the Gospel turns the world “right side up.” 

Explain! 
 

The Thessalonians thrived without Paul and his 
team there to help them! Why? What does this 

teach us? 
 

Read 1 Thess. 3:6–8. Paul says “now we really live 
if (or ‘because’) ________________.” Explain! 

 
 

How do the Bereans inspire your Bible study? 
What can you do to imitate them? 

What would change in your faith/life if you 
increased your passion for the Bible? 

 
How can we help people face hard truth they 

would rather avoid? 
How did you first respond to the Gospel? 

How should Christians respond to the world’s 
hostility towards the Bible? 


