
“Uphold the Weak” 

• The weak are those who struggle and fail in the 

battle with temptation 

• As with the previous exhortation, what are we to do 

with those who keep stumbling but demonstrate 

sincere repentance? 

• What are we NOT to do? 

• To do this means the weak must admit their struggle 

and failure. What’s needed in their small group in 

order to be able to do that? 

“Be Patient with All” 

• “Patient = long-suffering 

• How would you rate your patience – 

o With people? 

o In situations? 

• Do you notice that your patience varies with different 

people and situations? Why do you think that is? 

• What happens when you lose patience? 
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First 

We will do something a little different with this discussion. 

Begin by centering on the concluding thoughts of the 

study/message; the importance of being part of a small 

group. 

• Each person shares how long they have been 

involved in small groups. 

• What was the best group they have been a part of? 

What made it great? 

• What was the worst group they’ve been a part of? 

Why? 

• What are the ingredients of a healthy group? 

• What does it take for people to be able to open up 

and share honestly with each other? What are some 

reasons people don’t share? 

• What subjects might it be best for members of a 

group to not share openly with everyone? 

• What makes you feel part of a group? 

• How important is the sense of belonging in life? 

• When and where have you felt like you most 

connected or belonged with a group? How much does 

that contribute to your evaluation of the health of a 

group? 

 

   

Discussion Points 

“Warn the Unruly” 

• Unruly = Trouble-makers / Rebels  

• Do you know anyone who is “unruly”? 

• WHO ought to warn them? Why is this better than 

just leaders addressing the problem? 

• Paul says to “warn” them rather than “kick them to 

the curb.” When is stronger action needed than 

warning with someone who is an unruly rebel? 

 

“Comfort the Faint-hearted” 

• The faint-hearted are those prone to giving in to the 

threat of persecution. 

• What are we to do with them? 

• What are we NOT to do with them? 

• Have you considered what you would/will do 

if/when persecution comes? 

• Chances are, things will not go from the mild hostility 

we face at present to being imprisoned for our faith 

overnight. The pressure will increase slowly. How 

can we “comfort” one another NOW? 
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