
 

 

 

The Study 

We have come now to the Proverbs themselves. Since 

they are not arranged by subject, rather than study 

verse by verse through this section of the Book, we will 

examine the topics of Proverbs and start with 

“Parenting” since it is the subject of the first Proverb in 

10:1. 

Pastor Lance began with a longer introduction for the 

Proverbs in general, then parenting in particular.  

 

He began with a word to those who are not parents or 

whose children are grown.  

 

He explained how we got to the place where parenting 

has “fallen on hard times.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 10:1 • While a simple statement of fact, the 

implication is the need for parents to be intentional in 

setting their children on a course toward wisdom and 

away from folly. 

Proverbs 23:24; 27:11 • More verses on the delight 

and blessing wise children bring parents. 

 

Proverbs 28:7 • Part of parenting is understanding the 

role of peers in a child’s life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 22:6 • This is a premier parenting proverb. 

“Train” means to guide, direct. 

Some parents have parenting backwards. Instead of a 

lot of directing when children are young then reducing 

it as they mature, parents give little to no direction 

when the child is young then when they get older, 

apply too much, trying to rein in dangerous behavior.  

 

 

The Discussion 

Who is the wisest person you have ever personally 
known? How did that wisdom manifest itself in their 

life? What do you attribute their wisdom to? 

How familiar with Proverbs are you?  
Do you have a favorite proverb or proverbs?  

How would you describe your parents in terms of how 
they did in raising you? What positive things did you 

learn that you’ve employed? What negative things did 
you see that you’ve tried to avoid? 

 

Regarding parenting, where are you? 

• In the thick of it 
• Not yet 
• Not yet & don’t ever plan to be 
• Done 

Though you may not have biological children, how do 
the parenting principles of Proverbs translate to your 
role in your faith community? It’s been said “it takes a 

village” to raise children. There’s truth in that.  
Where & How? 

 

Name ways we* can steer children toward wisdom and 
away from folly. (*All those actively engaged in either 

biological or spiritual parenting.) 

 

What role did peers play in your development? What 

friends had the most significant influence on you? 

How did their influence compare to your parents’ 

influence? Did you have friends your parents 

warned you to steer clear of? If so, why? Why is it 

important for parents to check in on who their 

children hang out with? 

 

 

Why does the training of children need to change as 

they mature? 

 

How is our worldview a vital part of the philosophy that 

shapes our parenting?  


