
 

 

Sermon Discussion 
Prudent Planning  Proverbs Topics 8
The Study 
 
The Wise Way involves prudent planning. 
Gullibility, hastiness, laziness, arrogance: these lead 
to disaster. We are to look ahead, and plan for the 
future—and seek wise counsel along the way. 
 
We also must plan with God’s sovereignty in mind. 
We must make our plans in wisdom, but 
acknowledge God: that He has the final word. 
 
 
Prudent = “crafty” / Even though this word was 
negative early in scripture, it later becomes a 
positive word.  
 
Proverbs 14:15 • The simple believes every word, 
But the prudent considers well his steps. 
 
Proverbs 24:27 • Prepare your outside work, make it 
fit for yourself in the field, and afterward build your 
house. 
 
Proverbs 22:3 • A prudent man foresees evil and 
hides himself, but the simple pass on and are punished 
Pastor Lance has been exhorting the church to 
prepare for difficult days ahead! 
 
Proverbs 11:14 • Where there is no counsel, the 
people fall 
 
Proverbs 16:2–3 & Proverbs 3:6 / this is the KEY: 
Commit your works to the Lord! Acknowledge God 
in all your ways! 
 
Acknowledging the Sovereignty of God in our 
planning can set us free from “planning paralysis”! 
= Not every choice has a definite right or wrong 
answer: Sometimes we must simply choose one or 
the other, and keep abiding in Jesus in that choice. 
 
We can acknowledge God with a… 
“WHATEVER” faith (Colossians 3:17) 
& A “PERHAPS” faith (Caleb, & Jonathan) 
 
Final example: Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 32) 

 
 

The Discussion 
 

Do you like to plan things out, or do you prefer to 
“go with the flow?” Which suits you better? Which 

gives you more success? 
 

Is prudent planning valued in our culture? Or is 
gullibility and impetuousness more common? 

Where do you see these exemplified? 
 
 
 

In what ways are “crafty” (a negative) and 
“sensible” or “shrewd” (positives) similar?  

 
 

Why is gullibility NOT a great trait for the 
Christian? 

 
What is it in our sin nature that resists laying a 

right foundation for the future? 
 
 

What dangers are lurking in the future for God’s 
people? How can we prepare? 

 
 

Do you seek out wise counsel, or is this hard for 
you? When do you usually reach out for help? 

 

How do you commit your works to God? How do 
you acknowledge Him in all your ways? 

 

Discuss! How can we choose when there isn’t a 
clear “right” or “wrong” choice in a hard decision? 

 

What is a “Whatever” and a “Perhaps” faith? Share 
some examples from scripture or from your life. 

 

Hezekiah made and carried out his plans: but he 
still acknowledged God! Discuss! 


