
In Paul’s inability to return to Thessalonica, he ends up 
giving them something far better. Paul gave them the first 
letter to the Thessalonians which was a blessing to them 
and has been a blessing to the Church around the world 
since then. Chapter 3 verses 9-13 contain both an 
expression of Paul’s fervent prayer to be able to visit them, 
and the content of his prayer for them – that they would 
grow and increase in love. 
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First 
Often we consider prayer as a “last resort” rather than the 
first thing we do when a matter concerns us. Instead of 
going to God first, we feel as we must first try to solve a 
problem or situation on our own and if that doesn’t work, 
THEN we take it to the Lord in prayer.  

How might we be saved from frustration and difficulty if we 
took things to the Lord in prayer first rather than as a last 
resort? 

What keeps us from bringing our concerns to God right 
away? 

Discussion Points 

Verses 9-11 

How did God answering their prayers differently than they 
hoped He would still result in a blessing? 

How do we handle it when God doesn’t answer our prayers 
the way we hope he will? 

Can you think of a time that God didn’t answer a prayer the 
way you hoped He would, and it turned out to be a blessing? 

 

 

  

Verse 12 

Why do we sometimes struggle to love well apart from 
God’s work within us? 

How does remembering that God is the source of our love 
for others help us to love others better? 

What should we do when we discover a lack of love for 
others in our lives rather than an abundance? 

 
Verse 13 

Why is loving well rather than doing good works a better 
indicator of spiritual maturity and holiness? 

How does choosing to love when it is difficult help us grow 
in Christ? 

How/who might Jesus be asking you to love better in order 
to allow Him to grow and mature you? 
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