
 

 

 

Our Hope of Glory                      Sermon Discussion 

Colossian 1:24-27 
 

The Study 

As the Apostle Paul continued refuting the errors of 

the Gnostics troubling the Church at Colossae, he 

contrasted the trouble he’d faced as a proclaimer of 

The Gospel with the Gnostics’ ambition for fame and 

fortune. Then, in another brilliant appropriation of 

one of their favorite terms, “mystery,” Paul discloses 

that The Gospel of Christ reveals the only genuine 

mystery. It was this: God’s plan was to save Gentiles 

the same way as Jews. There aren’t two tracks to 

Heaven, just one. Our hope of glory is realized by 

Christ indwelling us, which is what The Gospel is all 

about. 

 

 

 

Vs. 24-25 • Paul speaks of his suffering endured in 

living out his calling as “filling up what was 

lacking in the afflictions of Christ.” He did not 

mean he added anything to the atonement Jesus 

made for us. That work is complete. He meant as 

he carried on Jesus’ mission of pointing people to 

God, he saw a fulfillment of the very thing Jesus 

foretold would come on those who followed Him. 
cf. John 15:18-19; 16:33 2 Tim 3:12 

 

 

Vs. 26-27 • Instead of the “mysteries” Gnostic false 

teachers scammed the unwary with was The 

Gospel Paul devoted His life to proclaiming 

freely. All mystery ends In Christ. There’s no 

secret way to God. It’s open for any and all who 

will receive Him. Instead of Jesus being just the 

beginning lesson on the path to glory, as Gnostics 

claimed, He is the beginning, middle, and end of 

it; Our Hope of Glory. 

 

 

 

The Discussion 

As with last week, there are two  
opening discussions you can have. 

SUFFERING 

Do you have a low, medium, or high tolerance to 
pain? What form of pain is easier for you to bear, 

physical or emotional? Why? 

What is the positive value of pain? What would 
happen if you could not experience pain? 

When does pain become destructive? 

HOPE 

What is the connection between faith and hope? 
Why is hope necessary for survival? What happens 

when someone gives up all hope? What’s needed for 
hope to be substantial and to provide the kind of 

support necessary to endure hardship? 

 

How could Paul rejoice in suffering?  
Pastor Lance referred to the testimony of those who 

have suffered for the cause of Christ as discovering 
His presence in a remarkable way. We have the 

story of Shadrach, Meshach, & Abed-Nego, as well as 
the Church’s first martyr Stephen as examples.  

Discuss with your group the difference between 
contemplating the potential of suffering persecution 

with the provision of God’s grace  
when actually enduring it. 

 

Why is our hope in Christ much more than the 
“hope-so” of other religions and philosophies?  

What can we KNOW with certaintly  
others can only wish for? 

The “Hope of Glory” Paul speaks of in v. 27 is our 
confidence that as we trust in Christ, ultimately, 

Heaven is our destiny. 

Paul equates Heaven with Glory. Why? 

A fun & profitable discussion is to share with one 
another what your ideas of Heaven are.  

 


