
What was Paul working for? What was his hope and delight? 

What caused him to rejoice? 

What does he mean when he says his glory and joy was the 

Thessalonians? How did they constitute his glory and joy? 

Read Jesus’ prayer for the disciples and all those who have 

come to faith in Him since then in John 17. Compare what 

Jesus says there with what Paul says in vs 19-20. 

How does Jesus see you? 

How does the way He sees you shape the way we both ought 

to regard ourselves & all others? 

Consider the implications of living a life that holds this as an 

abiding and chief regulating principle in all interactions with 

others. 
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First 

What has been your impression of the Apostle Paul (before 

the message)? What have you thought he was like? 

Most people have a “basic orientation” as either task-

oriented or people-oriented. Which would you say you are, 

and how does that manifest in your life? 

In Paul’s other letters, he spends little time talking about 

himself, yet 1 Thess 2 is mostly just that as he refutes false 

charges made against him by enemies of the Gospel. This 

follows Jesus’ example, Who rarely “defended” Himself in 

the face of criticism. Jesus and Paul defended themselves 

only when the criticism threatened to harm their followers. 

They ignored petty sniping. >> When ought a leader refute 

false charges and why? 

Discussion Points 

Verses 17-18 

Why did Paul’s team have to leave Thessalonica? 

What was Paul’s concern for the new church there? 

What did Paul want to do? 

What kept him from doing it? 

 

   

Paul uses intense words to describe his longing for the 

Thessalonians > “We … endeavored more eagerly to see 

your face with great desire. Therefore we wanted to come to 

you.” How does what he says here alter if at all, your 

perception of the Apostle Paul?  

Ponder this … 

V18 ends, “but Satan hindered us.” What Satan hindered 

was Paul’s visit to Thessalonica. This letter was sent instead. 

It contains precious insights into the Christian life. From 

both Paul’s and even the Thessalonians’ perspectives, his 

presence IN their city would have been better than a letter. 

But not from our perspective or that of many millions who 

the contents of 1 Thessalonians have blessed. 

It is true that “God works all things together for good” 

(Romans 8:28) but not in every case, and every person is 

that “good” manifested in this life. It may be that “the good” 

God is working is for others, as we see here. We know that 

ultimately, as we stand in heaven, ALL things will be turned 

into good. 

Verses 19-20 

Paul’s enemies accused him of being a fraud working some 

kind of religious scam. What evidence did Paul point to, to 

refute that? 

(continued on next page) 
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