
 

 

 

The Study 

The Apostle Paul continues pushing back against the 

error of Gnostics who want to recruit the Colossians 

and hijack their faith in Christ, turning it to their 

ancient form of a religious multi-level marketing 

scheme. 

 

Vs. 1-4 • After telling the Colossians to turn away 

FROM Gnostic fantasies in the last verses of ch. 2, 

he tells them what to turn to here. Because they 

are now seated with Christ in heavenly places (Eph 

2:6 – the spiritual realm), they ought to “set their 

minds” there, going about life from a spiritual 

rather than worldly perspective. 

 

Vs. 5-7 • Paul gets real specific. We are to stop using 

our bodies as instruments of sin, specifically 

sexual immorality and coveting. Remember, he 

wrote this to a culture as immersed in immorality 

as our own. 

 

 

 

 

V. 8 • Using the word-picture of changing out of 

soiled & stained clothes, Paul calls them to put an 

end to the kind of hostility that boils over into evil 

scheming and damning speech. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vs. 9-11 • Deceit is incompatible with the new life 

Christ gives.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Discussion 

Have you ever or do you now play video games? 
How about back in the day of arcade games like Pac-

Man or Asteroids? Did you have a favorite? 

If you still play, what’s your favorite game? Have you 
ever played one of the video games Pastor Lance 

referred to where players level up by overcoming 
obstacles or learning new skills? 

Unpack what Paul says in vs. 1-3 practically. What 
does it look and sound like when we go about our 
daily lives from a spiritual-heavenly perspective? 

What area(s) of life do you struggle with most in 
thinking spiritually rather than as the world does? 
What role ought your spiritual community play in 

helping with that struggle? 

 

If appropriate for your group, have a frank 
discussion on the proper place of sex in the Christian 
life. It is not like it’s not talked about in the Bible. Sex 

is a frequent topic because it is closely connected to 
our identity as human beings. God forbids sin 

because it curses His good creation. What is the 
goodness God designed in and for sex, and how does 

immorality ruin it and turn it into a curse? 

How is covetousness like worshipping an idol? 

 

Short fuse or long > Are you quick or slow to get 
angry? Does the speed at which you rise to anger 

vary by person or situation? What tends to get you 
riled up most often? What OUGHT we be angry at, 

and how should we express such right-anger? When 
is anger wrong? How ought we deal with it? Note the 

progression of anger Paul gives here. When do you 
usually become aware of your rage in this 

progression; at what step? 

 

 That is a profound thought and one worth 
pondering deeply. Why is deceit, deception, lying, & 

falsehood fundamentally contrary to the way of God. 
Can a Christian habitually lie or play loose with 

truth? If he or she lives a double life, in which they 
pretend to be one thing with one group but 

something completely different with another, are 
they be born again?  


