
Love/Use • 1 Timothy 6:1-10
I. INTRODUCTION
A. Magazines
1. I realized the other day that I’m a messmess. Till then, I was doing really well. But then I picked up some
magazines and discovered that I’m a wreck.
2. I thought my house was great until I flipped thru Architectural Digest. 
Now my house looks like a dump.
3. I thought my car was great. But after reading Car & Driver, 
I realize I should be driving a red convertible Corvette.
4. I go to the gym a couple times a week, but after reading Men’s Fitness, 
realize what I need is a NordicTrack.
5. I thought I had a good set of clothes, but didn’t’ see any of them in GQ.
6. Lynn’s a great cook, but after looking thru Gourmet magazine, 
the meals just haven’t been as good as they were before.
7. My lawn mower has always served me well. But after flipping thru Best Life, 
I realized if I had a John Deere rider mower, I could call myself a real manreal man.
8. I thought we had a good family. Then I read Disney & have to wonder because 
we haven’t been to Orlando & don’t have a life-time pass to Disneyland & California Adventure.
9. I always assumed I loved my wife, until I saw the ad in Time 
saying men who love their wives buy them diamonds from Jared.
10. I found out I can’t even be romantic with my wife unless the light-bulbs are made by Sylvania.  
I went home & checked - ours are made by GE.
11. Yeah, I was doing fine, till I started reading those magazines.
B. Contentment
1. We have 2 more studies before we wrap up our study 1 Tim. Today, vs. 1-10.
2. We begin w/Paul telling Timothy about one last group of people to give guidance to  Slaves.
3. Then he returnsreturns to a major theme of 1 Timothy – How to deal with false teachers. 
4. It’s in that context Paul writes about the importance of beingbeing contentcontent.
II. TEXT
A. Vs. 1-2
1Let as many bondservants [slaves] as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honor, so that the
name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed. 2 And those who have believing masters, let them not
despise them because they are brethren, but rather serve them because those who are benefited are believers and
beloved. Teach and exhort these things.
1. Slavery was woven into the fabric of the ancient world. The economy of the Roman Empire was built on it.
2. And Rome had shown how brutally it would deal w/slave revolts when they crucified over 6000 after
Spartacus’ rebellion was quashed.
3. Critics often knock the NT for not condemning slavery.
4. But such criticism is ignorant of the situation Paul & the other Apostles were in. 

a. They knew when Christianity had taken root in society, evils like slavery would end.
b. But to condemncondemn it at this early stage would have meant the end of the Faith.
c. Christians were alreadyalready held in suspicion precisely becauseprecisely because when they met, social distinctions
were set aside & masters & slaves sat side by side to worship God.
d. If the Church had embarked on an anti-slavery crusade, it wouldn’t have survived the 2nd Century.

5. God didn’t give the Church a mandate to reform society, but to preach the Gospel.
a. As believers faithful stayed on Mission, individuals would repent, grow in grace & truth & society
would be transformed one person at a time.
b. History proved them right; slavery was abolished.
c. But only afterafter the Gospel was widely dispersed & society was informed by Truth.

6. That never would have happened if the Apostles had encouraged slaves to revolt.
7. Better that they to do what Paul says here; Call slaves to faithful & diligent servicefaithful & diligent service.

a. The best way to improve a slave’s condition, was to get their master saved!  



b. And the best way to get them saved was for a believing slave to adorn the Gospel by working well.
8. This applies to ourour work / job.

a. We don’t have slaveryslavery today, but if you’re employed, you probably have a boss.
b. Show your boss honor by doing what it is you’re employed for.
c. Do your job & do it wellwell. Because you live & work for Jesus, do your job better than anyone else.

9. Now, when we read, “Count your boss worthy of all honor,” you might say, “You don’t know my boss. He’s
a complete jerk! He doesn’t deserve any honor, not an ounce. I despise the guy.”

a. Here’s how you honor him/her: Is God in control? 
b. Rejoice God blessed you with that boss!
c. Because under him/her you’re learning patience, long-suffering, kindness, hard-won love.

10. And think about this – are they likely to be made a betterbetter boss by your dishonoringdishonoring them with spite &
slacking off?

a. No! That’s only going to make them more of a jerk!  Get that boss saved!
b. And the best way to do that is to be as much like Jesus before them as possible.

11. Becoming a Christian ought to make employees better at their job because they realize it’s being faithful to
the Lord.
12. But every so often, you find someone who thinks their job means getting paid to have theology talks while
the work piles up on their desk.
13. No! God wants His people to be diligent at their work & give the employer a good return for the wage
they’re paying.
14. That’s a far better witness than waxing eloquent on esoteric doctrinal details.
15. If you’re getting paid to sweep, then sweep – don’t stand around & with your jaw flapping.
16. If you’re preaching but shirking your work, you’re a bad witness.
17. Don’t stick Jesus’ name on shoddy work.
18. In the early church, some slaves w/Christians Christians for masters tried to use their shared faith as a means of
getting out of work.

a. Paul says slaves ought to work even hardereven harder if their master is a believer.
b. Because that Christian master is going to use his resources for God’s glory.
c. Business & profit can go either to unbelievers or believers.
d. Better to go to the believer where it can be used for the Kingdom rather than to the promotion of sin
& evil.

19. If your boss is a believer, don’t try to excuse being back late from lunch by making it sound pious. “I was
listening to the KDAR or KOCC in my car & it was so rich. The Spirit was so heavy broh. You know how it is.
You gotta’ flow w/the Spirit. Don’t quench man. AND besides, you can’t fire me just cuz I’ve been back late from
lunch 8 times this month. We go to the same church. You know my wife & kids. If you fire me you gotta’ see
them wearing raggedy old clothes, all emaciated and hungry cuz you fired me and they have nothing to eat.”
B. Vs. 3-5
1. Now Paul returns to a common theme in 1 Timothy  False teachers.
2. Some of the men who’d at one time been leaders of the Ephesian church had gone off into error & caused
major trouble.
3. Tim was reserved by nature so Paul urgesurges him to step it up & do what needs to be done in confronting these
guys.
3If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 4he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes
and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 5useless wranglings of men of
corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw
yourself.
4. If anyoneanyone teaches anythinganything that doesn’t line up with the Gospel, he’s/she’s a false messenger & notnot to be
heeded.
5. YouYou knowknow there’s a lot of goofy ideas & teaching going round.

a. The buzz right nowThe buzz right now is a book called Love Wins by Rob Bell.
b. Bell is the pastor of a large church in the mid-west & one of the leaders of the Emergent church
movement which has a lota lot of false teaching.
c. In his latest book which made the cover of Time magazine, Bell says Hell probablyprobably doesn’t exist &



c. In his latest book which made the cover of Time magazine, Bell says Hell probablyprobably doesn’t exist &
if it does, no one goes thereno one goes there – kinda’ like Blythe.
d. Everybody eventually gets saved & goes to heaven. Love wins!
e. After death, people who’ve rejected God & lived like demons will have another chance & will come
to faith & be saved.

6. Which, when you think about it, makes being a Christian now kinda’ pointless.
7. Bell’s a false teacher, a heretic. His book is a denial of the Gospel.
8. Paul describesdescribes false teachers in v. 4.

a. They’re proudproud because they have the audacity to put their words on par with God’s. 
b. They claim to be people of great intelligence & learning but know nothingknow nothing!

9. It’s laughable listening to false teachers who have 3 PhD’s, are skilled in Greek & Hebrew, & have written a
dozen books.

a. They make some simple statement that’s an obvious error because they’re oblivious of Scripture.
b. I don’t know how many times while listening to these guys I’ve said, “Have you even read the
Bible?”
c. Yet they’re professors in seminaries, preside over denominations, pastor huge churches or lead major
movements.

10. They’re ever learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth because they don’t want to accept
the implications of what that Truth leads to  Surrender & obedience to JC.
11. Paul says they’re obsessed w/arguing over words.

a. This is one of the common marks of false teachers; they love to wrangle over words.
b. Instead of looking for how to build unity & find ways to love & serve, they want to mark out their
territory and prove why you’re wrong and need to agree with them.

12. All this wrangling does is stir up strife.
13. At the end of v. 5, Paul gets to the nub of the matter. 
They use their feigned religious attempts to mask greed.

a. In nearly every case, the reason false teachers go off into error is because they’re trying to build &build &
fundfund their own little kingdom.
b. They aren’t interested in being a part of the Kingdom of Christ; they want to carve out their own
realm to rule.
c. If they preached the Gospel, that would advance Christ’s Kingdom.
d. That’s why they HAVE TO preach another message.
e. But they piggy-back off the Gospel because of its inherent power.
f. They stuff their lies into the skin of the truth.

14. Paul tells Tim – Have nothing to do with false teachers!
a. Withdraw from them. Don’t go to their church.
b. Don’t buy their books. Don’t listen to their podcasts. Don’t watch their programs.

C.  Vs. 6-8
6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can
carry nothing out. 
It’s true; We entered this world wearing nothing but a birthday suitbirthday suit. 
If we die of old age, we’ll go out in wrinkled pajamaswrinkled pajamas.
8And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 
1. The pretended pietypretended piety of heretics is aimed at attaining materialmaterial gain.
2. But genuine godlinessgenuine godliness is gain when it’s accompanied by contentmentcontentment.
3. By ‘godliness’ Paul means more than mere moralitymere morality; it’s devotiondevotion to God.

a. The godly delightdelight in God & live to delight HimHim.
b. The more they delight themselves in the Lord, the greater their sense of satisfaction, for that is why
there were created!
c. They find their significance, not …

1) in how much stuff they have, 
2) what title they’re known by, 
3) where their office is located,



4) what kind of car they drive,
5) how many guns they have,
6) how many horsepower their boat is,
7) what neighborhood they live in,
8) how many square feet their house is,
9) what their dress size is,
10) what version of the iPhone they have
11) or  where they vacation

4. Their significance comes from knowing God & knowing He loves them.
5. How much stuff they have, where they live, what car they drive  all that doesn’t matter.

a. It could be a lot or a little; makes no difference // It’s a non-issue.
b. What matters is the heartheart – What it’s fixed on.

6. See, either we Love God & Use things, or we Use God & Love things.
a. Loving God & Using things = godlinessgodliness.
b. Using God & Loving things = idolatryidolatry.

7. Same thing with people because they’re created in God’s image.
a. Either we Love people & Use money of we Use people & Love money.

8. We were created for fellowship with God; that’s the bottom line. 
a. Until we come to that thru faith in Christ, we’ll search endlessly to scratch that itch.
b. Money, power, fame – are all just temporary surrogates for the significance we long for & can only
find in Christ.

9. As a student of history & a keen observer of human nature, Paul told Timothy to remind the status & wealth
crazy Ephesians that the world can’t satisfy.
10. Contentment isn’t about accumulating stuff, amassing money, or acquiring power.
11. It’s found in looking beyond the bounds of this world intointo the love of God.
12. We’ve got to get off the insane merry-go-round of avarice & greed.
13. There are really only 2 necessitiesnecessities – food & covering.  ‘Clothing’ means both clothes & shelter.

a. In terms of our ambitionambition for thingsfor things, we ought to be content with food & shelter.
b. DiscontentDiscontent comes from wanting moremore or otherother than what we have.

14. A wealthy employer once overheard one of his workers remark to a co-worker, "If I only had a hundred
dollars, I would be perfectly contentperfectly content."

a. His own wealth had not brought him peace so he told her, “I would dearly love to see someone who’s
perfectlyperfectly contentedcontented. Here’s a hundred dollars.”
b. As he walked away, he over-heard her say to the co-worker, “Why didn't I say $200?” 

15. In the 5th Century, a Christian named Arenius left his hometown of Alexandria in Egypt and moved to the
desert to live as simply as possible.

a. But he didn’t follow the rigid asceticism of other hermits.
b. Every once in a while he returned to Alexandria to visit friends & relatives.
c. Whenever he did, he would walk thru the rich market of Alexandria.
d. As he made his way thru the stalls, packed w/delicacies & luxuries good, he’d clap his hands in
delight.
e. Merchants thought they were about to make a sale & tried to close the deal.
f. Arenius would just smile, shake his head & walk away saying “No thank you.”
g. One day a friend who was with him asked, “Why are you so happy, seeing you don’t buy anything?”
h. Arenius replied, “My joy is in seeing all the things I don’tdon’t need!”

16. Contrast that with your next trip to the PacView or Oaks Mall.
a. Will you rejoice over all the things you DON’T need, 
b. Or be bummed by all you want but can’t afford?

17. The problem is this: If we look for contentment in our circumstancecircumstance rather than in Christ, we’ll NEVER,
EVER BE CONTENT!

a. Because THINGS don’t satisfy.
b. They may provide pleasurepleasure for a while, but eventually they lose their appeal & we turn to
something else.



18. Contentment has to do with our heartshearts, not our circumstancescircumstances.
D. Vs. 9-10
9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which
drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some
have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
1. Paul paints a terrifying picture of those who think wealth is the way to contentment.
2. The heart of this passage is Paul’s use of a well-known proverbwell-known proverb of that time & this:

THE LOVE OF MONEY IS A ROOT OF ALL KINDS OF EVIL
3. Note that: Paul says it’s the LOVE of money that’s the problem, not money itselfitself.
4. Money isn’t evil – it’s just a tool that can be used for good or evil.
a. Like a screwdriver. I can put it to good or evil use.
1) Assemble a bike - Tighten a screw on neighbor’s door

2) Or, weapon to stab –Scratch car doors
3) Screwdriver a neutral tool - How I use it that’s good or evil.

4. Money is a neutralneutral tool. 
a. But if someone thinks it’s a way to attain satisfaction, it becomes evil.
b. When we use money to buy contentment, we invest it with a power it ought not possess.
c. And we’ll pursue it any way we canany way we can.

5. That’s why Paul says the greedy fall into a trap.
a. The urge to bebe rich moves a person to cast aside the rules they tought were important & expect
everyone elseeveryone else to live by.
b. Theft, extortion, embezzling, cheating are all driven by greedgreed, the desire for wealth.

6. Paul’s says those who desire to be rich KEEPKEEP falling into temptation.
a. If we aren’t content w/the basicsbasics & rejoice w/thanksgiving for the extrasextras God blesses us with, discontent
willwill stoke an unhealthy greed in us.
b. Wanting more, we’ll start believing money is the key to success.
c. We’ll Love money & Use God to get it.
d. Once we start down that road, the devil will be ever-present to provide opportunities to make moremore money.
e. But each of them, as Paul says are in fact, snaressnares – traps laid to catch us & get us so wrapped up in sin we
drown in a whirlpool of ruin.

7. V. 10 makes it clear that as Paul wrote this, he was thinking of people who’d forsaken Christ because of
the love of money.

a. Their story never ended well.  It was ever a tragic tale of sorrow & loss. 
III. CONCLUSION
A. Buying Happiness
1. In Luke 12:15 Jesus said,  
“Beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.” 

2. Wealth cannot buy contentment.
3. Money can buy medicine, but not health. 
a. It can buy a house, but not a home. 
b. Companionship, but not friends; 
c. Entertainment, but not happiness, 
d. A bed, but not sleep,
e. Money can buy a crucifix, but not a Savior,
f. It can buy the good life, but not eternaleternal life. 
4. The Roman statesman Seneca said, "Money has never yet made anyone richrich."
B. Consumerism
1. We live in a culture driven by the marketplace.
2. Popular media is saturated with advertising that aims to get us to spend money we don’t have on things we
don’t need to impress people we don’t like.
3. It’s all about the image we project; an image defined by what we wear, drive, eat, drink & where we hang
out.
4. As the followers of Jesus, our identity isn’t in any of this. Our significance comes from being loved by God;



from knowing Him.
5. We’re rich, not because of a bank balance but because our names our written in the Book of Life.
6. Our worth is determined by the Cross, not our credit rating.


