
Week #2

The Vine, the Vinedresser, and 
the Branches

A Woman’s 

Online Bible 

Study





1. Intro. to John 15:1-8, 
Abiding

2. The Vinedresser, the True Vine, and 

the Branches

3. Hills, Rocks, and Soil

4. The Trellis and Roots

5. Pruning

6. Bearing Fruit



Resources:

Beth Moore, “Chasing Vines”

Wilkinson “Secrets of the Vine”

Andrew Murray “The Vine”



Review of last week:

• Jesus and his disciples finish the last

supper. They leave and walk to the

Garden of Gethsamene. John 15

discourse occurs during this time.

• We considered that this was lesson 

important to Jesus because it was

some of his last words and therefore

must be important to apply to our

lives.



Traditional location of 

the Upper Room and 

where Jesus and his 

disciples walked to 

that night, the Garden 

of Gethsamene.



 We talked about what Abiding means, both 

figuratively and practically.

 We discussed a clip from Beth Moore about 

being patient , it may take some time 

between seedtime and harvest.

 Any additional thoughts on Abiding?



John 15:1-8 New King James Version (NKJV)

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the
vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not 
bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that 
bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3 You are already clean because of the word which 
I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in Me. 



5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who 

abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 

without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not 

abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is 

withered; and they gather them and throw them 

into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in 

Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what 

you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this 

My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so 

you will be My disciples.



Whenever Jesus speaks about himself, His 

Father and his disciples (us) in relationship to 

each other… pay very close attention. It is a 

privileged revelation of who Christ is, who 

God is and who we are in relationship to 

them. There we will find some profound 

teaching for our lives!



“Jesus chose vines and vineyards 

for some of the most important 

imagery in our entire theology.”

Beth Moore

Chasing Vines, pg 39



Bruce Wilkinson calls this passage of 

Scripture “The Secret of the Vine” because 

so many Christians fail to grasp its 

significance as they go about living life. 

Jesus came that we might live abundantly

and that we bear much fruit for the 

kingdom.



The Secret of the Vine, p. 14



What does this passage reveal about God?



Video Clip:
Beth Moore talks about the vinedresser 

and his love for us.

Episode 2, The Vinedresser

Minute Mark: 8:32 to 13:40



 How easy or hard is it for you to believe 

that, like Lalou Beze-Leroy’s vines, you are 

well loved? 

 That God really understands and cares when 

you’re not doing well?



Pay close attention in Scripture whenever 

Jesus says “I Am…”

1. John 6:35-48

2. John 8:12; 9:5

3. John 10:7

4. John 10:11-14

5. John 11:25

6. John 14:6

7. John 15:1



Pay close attention in Scripture whenever 

Jesus says “I Am…”



The audience who first read John 15, understood 

something that we miss today. All throughout the 

Old Testament, the nation of Israel and the 

Promised Land is understood to be the vine. 

Jesus has just upended their understanding. The 

vine which was once the land or the nation, has 

now been supplanted by Christ. That means we 

no longer abide in a place but in a person. 



Jesus wasn’t just telling an everyday 

parable. He was daring to supplant 

Israel. He is saying to his disciples and to 

you and me, “Now I am your homeland. 

Abide in Me!”



In saying He was the TRUE Vine, Jesus is 

supplanting anything else we might be 

clinging to in this life, they are all 

temporary compared to Him!

There are many things that give us 

momentary pleasure, but none will give 

us the true abundant life that Jesus gives 

in Himself!



 What are some things that the 

world clings to instead of the 

TRUE Vine?

 What vines have you been clinging 

to that you thought were giving 

you life?

 Has that changed since COVID-19?

 What is significant about abiding 

in Jesus rather than a place, a 

nationality, or your circumstances?



κλημα 1. a tender and flexible branch

2. spec. the shoot or branch of a vine, a vine 

sprout

https://www.gospel-john.com/words4.html#klhmata




The relationship Jesus seeks to establish with you 

and me is an intensely personal one. It is part of 

the new dispensation promised in the next chapter 

of John, John 16, with the sending of the Holy 

Spirit. It is a preeminent place of connectedness to 

our Savior, just as a branch is to the vine.



“Let us present ourselves before our Lord until He 

speaks to each of us in power and our whole soul 

feels His words: ‘I am the Vine; you are the 

branch.’”

Andrew Murray



“Being a branch to the true Vine means living 

with Christ, breathing with Christ, doing day 

to day life with Christ. It’s the ongoing 

awareness of His presence, even when there’s 

no feeling of His presence. Our lives become 

witness to His with-ness.”

Beth Moore

Chasing Vines



As a disciple of Jesus, I don’t live life on my 

own strength, or on my own terms. God 

tends, Jesus supplies, and I draw my strength 

from obediently following His direction.



 When thinking about the Greek 

definition of the Branch, would you 

consider yourself tender and flexible?

 When have you seen evidence of 

Jesus working through you to do 

something you couldn’t do on your 

own?



What can your sisters pray about for 

you this week?



“Here I am, Lord. Make me new and renew my heart 

for You. I want the kind of life You dreamed up for 

me when You first had the idea of me. I want my life 

to bear such incredible fruit that others come to 

know and believe that You are God, full of power, 

fully at work in the world!

Susie Larson



 You are welcome to hang out in this chat 

room for awhile just to talk and share and 

connect with other women.




