
Our Savior Lutheran’s September Voice 2021

Fellowship And Study Together

Wednesdays: Sep 8 – Oct 13 
Supper in the cafeteria: 5:45 pm • Classes: 6:30-7:30 pm • Evening Prayer in cafeteria: 7:35 pm
Here’s a preview of the classes being offered this season:

WITNESSING... WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? Do you feel like you want to share Christ with others but don’t know how? Then
join Pastor Krieg as he guides you through the Every One His Witness Lutheran evangelism program. This program puts
sound doctrine into practical action for sharing the faith with people in our everyday lives. You will learn: What is witnessing?
Why do we witness? And the “how-to” of witnessing using the LASSIE approach — Listen-Ask-Seek-Share-Invite-Encourage.
Taking this class does not obligate you to be on the Evangelism committee, it simply helps equip you to share the love of
Christ with all those He places in your life.  There is no door-to-door or cold-calling people, this is a different approach, yet still
intentional. Bring a friend or family member and learn together. (Led by Pastor Krieg) 
COMMUNITY – WE ARE NOT ALONE (Concordia Publishing House) – This is an easy and inspiriting class for women that
requires no weekly reading and no homework. Just show up and join us as we discuss Lutheran spirituality. “Today, many
people feel that no organized religion empowers them to be healthy, renewed, or growing human beings - or even Christians!
To them, rituals and organizations found in churches are mere empty shells. This [series] will expound a Lutheran conviction
that we do have abundant life given in the Church.” Jesus says: “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John
10:10) Have you ever heard someone say, “I’m a spiritual person, but I’m not religious”? Using the Bible, Luther’s Catechism,
and the Lutheran hymnal, Pastor Masaki shows us that joy “is found in the Lord’s Church alone and the life that is lived there
together as Christians in community.” (Led by Amanda Crabtree)
GOD’S MISSION Through You, Me (Us) and All Christians – Learn about Our Story/Your Story through: Family and
congregations in Missions (1935-1966), God’s Mission in India (1966-1972), God’s Mission in Brazil and World supporting
Bible Translation (1972-1991), God’s Mission in Sri Lanka (1991-1993), God’s Mission in Ghana, West Africa (1994-2001),
God’s Mission in the USA and beyond (2001- ?). End goal:  That each of us would be in His mission and “To God Alone Be
the Glory.” (Led by Dalton Noack)
FINANCE 101 – In this course we will look at budgets, investments, financial strategies, buying a home, retirement, insurance,
and estate planning. This course is for people who have put off looking at their finances and need to get started, or those who
want advice on how they are doing. (Led by Detlef Kemnitz)
WHO’S RIGHT? Alternative Religions (Led by Jeff Armstrong)

Contact Pastor Krieg for more information: 713-290-9087 ext. 209, or kkrieg@osl.cc
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:

Article XIX, entitled, The Cause of Sin, may at first glance seem to be unnecessary. Is an explanation of such a basic doctrine
really needed? Although there was no disagreement concerning this doctrine between the Catholics and the Lutherans at
that time, many errors have been spread concerning the cause of sin.
When we discussed Original sin (AC II) we traced sin back to the fall of Adam and Eve. But this article causes us to go back
even farther. The sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden was caused by the seduction of the devil in the form of a serpent
(Genesis 3:1-5). The apostle John makes it clear the serpent who deceived Eve was the devil, “So the great dragon was cast
out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world” (Revelation 12:9). As a result of the
temptation by the devil, many people will be lost, condemned to hell. For this reason, Jesus describes him as a murderer
(John 8:44).
AC XIX begins by declaring God is not the cause of sin, rather the devil and our own sinful flesh is the cause: “Our churches
teach that although God creates and preserves nature, the cause of sin is located in the will of the wicked, that is, the devil and
ungodly people. Without God’s help, this will turns itself away from God, as Christ says, “When he lies, he speaks out of his own
character” (John 8:44).
Polls show well over half of American adults deny the existence of the devil! Even the majority of professing Christians
deny the devil is a real personal being! Scripture is clear about the existence of the devil and his purpose. Scripture warns
the devil is dangerous and on the prowl (1 Peter 5:8-9), deceitful and crafty (2 Corinthians 11:3), he disguises himself to
look good (2 Corinthians 11:14), and is at work in the world leading people into all kinds of sin (Ephesians 2:1-2).
Those who think the devil is not real, and he is only a symbol of evil are ignorant and foolish (1 John 5:19). He is the very
source of evil and sin in the world and his primary goal is to lead people away from God and away from the true knowledge
of Christ as our Savior from sin.
The devil and his evil angels are even at work leading people away from the truth through the intrusion of error within the
teachings of the visible church (1 John 4:1-3). The devil is also at work through the Anti-Christ to lead people from the
truth (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, 8-10).
The devil is very real and a dangerous adversary for every human being. The reality of the devil and his role in connection
with sin does not excuse sin or relieve human beings of our responsibility for it. Despite the work of the devil our guilt and
our responsibility for sin remains.
Some would like to make God responsible for sin. But God’s will is in complete opposition to sin and the devil (Psalm 5:4-
6). Although God hates sin, He does permit sin and evil in the world. God allows evil to come upon unbelievers and believers
alike. No one is immune from the effects of sin, but at times we might wonder why God allows bad things to happen to His
children. One example is Job, whom God allowed to be tested by the devil for the purpose
of strengthening his faith. James reminds us God is not to blame for troubles in our life,
“Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away
by his own desires and enticed” (James 1:13-14).
Much more could be said about sin and its cause. Knowing the devil is very real and he is
after us can at times cause us to despair. By ourselves we don’t stand a chance against the
attacks of the devil and the struggles with our own sinful flesh. Our sin already condemns
us! But do not lose hope! (1 John 3:8)
At times we may feel like we are powerless against the devil, but the LORD has given us all
we need to defend against his attacks. Paul tells us to trust in the Lord, our defender
(Ephesians 6:10-11). Thanks be to God whose Word defends us from the attacks of the devil,
and keeps us on the narrow way. May He continue to be with us until the end!
In Christ’s Service and Yours,
Pastor Krieg
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OSL Goes Back to School!
Dear OSL Families,

We are very grateful for our successful opening of 2021-2022
school year.  We had a record number of school families join
us for opening chapel on Wednesday, August 18. With an
enrollment of 300 scholars in Preschool – 8th grades, we are
blessed to share God’s Word with these families. We have 81
new scholars this year! What a gift each of these children are to
our community. Please pray for these children as we share God’s
love and forgiveness, and His plan for their life in Christ. May
we humbly serve and boldly proclaim what God has done.  

Our families are now utilizing the OSL app to submit a health
screening checklist to ensure that we remain healthy and
continue in-person learning. Your prayers for our community’s
health during these uncertain times are most appreciated. We
all know how much more effective it is when we have our
scholars in the classroom as opposed to teaching them over a
computer screen.  

Mark your calendars for the first Coffee with the Principal on
Wednesday, September 1! We will sit and discuss classical
Lutheran education and why good enough is never good
enough. We will meet at 8:15 am in the school cafeteria. Bring
your mug if you’d like, or use our paper cup and we will have
coffee and chat. Join us afterwards for our chapel service at 9:10
am. If you must miss this one, we will meet the first Wednesday
of each month at the same time. All members are welcome to
join us each month.  We also invite you to join us each
Wednesday at 9:10 a.m. for Matins service with our OSL
scholars.  

Thank you for your continued support and encouragement of
me and our staff as we daily serve God and His people. 

In His Service,
Kate Thoelke

principal
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Sing a new Song to the Lord!!

As school begins again, so does the Music Ministry of OSL.  If you’re looking for a place to become involved,
this is it, and our new season begins Thursday, September 9!

We have several opportunities for people to share their musical talents in aiding in our worship services.  We
would love to invite YOU to join us.  Listed below are our various groups / choirs.  There are no auditions for
any of these groups.  Anyone high school age or older are welcome to join any of these groups.  And we love to
have people be in more than one group.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions at all.  I
would love to talk with you.

Jubilate Choir: This is our large adult mixed ensemble.  This choir sings twice a month and on all Feast Days.
We meet in the choir loft at 7:00pm on Thursdays.  This choir requires a large commitment.  We work hard, but
laugh even harder.  

Laudate Choir: This is our women’s choir.  This choir sings about once a month and meets on the 2nd and 4th
Sunday following Bible Class in the school music room.  This choir is perfect for those women who can’t make
it on Thursday evenings.

Carillon Ringers: This is our handbell choir.  This choir meets on Thursdays at 6:15 in the choir loft.  This
choir plays about once a month on special festivals.  Reading music is a plus, but is not required.  If you can
count to six and know your left hand from your right, I can teach you to ring bells.

Cantate: This is our string group.  This group practices on the 1st Sunday of
every month in the church music room following Bible Class.  Reading music
is required, and a commitment to practice the music by oneself, and be
prepared when the group gathers.  This group plays as they are ready.

Exultae: This is our brass group.  This group practices on the 3rd Sunday of
every month in the church music room following Bible Class.  Reading music
is required, and a commitment to practice the music by oneself, and be
prepared when the group gathers.  This group plays as they are ready.

Jeff Armstrong
jarmstrong@oslschool.org

Need a little more encouragement? 
Just read these testimonials...
I love being in choir and singing praises to God! I know I don’t have to be in choir to sing His praises, but it’s so much more! I
learn different types of music. I am a part of a great group of people, friends and family.  I don’t read music that well, but I have
learned a lot since I’ve been in choir, and the people around me help me out too. The longer I’m in choir, the more I learn. It’s
fun and challenging. If I had a stressful day during the week, choir practice takes it away. 

I have had the privilege of participating in the OSL choir for about 30 years. It not only allows me to sing, which I love to do,
but also enables me to form friendships with members that I may not have connected with otherwise. I have also learned so
much about using my voice properly and overall education of music. We work hard but also have a great time each week we
meet and even if we don’t always sound like angels, I know God loves every note we sing!! I continue to be amazed at the musical
talent within our congregation and am so grateful for those members who volunteer their time to enhance our worship. I believe
volunteering in some capacity is a blessing to you as well as the church, as you feel more connected and committed to the church.

I remember being in 8th grade and going to handbell practice with my mom. I would stand next to her and “ring” the bells
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along with her, which was really just me waving my hands in a ringing motion whenever she did. It was so fun, and I was
excited to start ringing as soon as I could in high school. The feeling of hitting a note at the exact right moment as part of a
chord is the best feeling. It makes me smile every time, and it never ever gets old, no matter how many times we practice a
song. Bells is fun and challenging and beautiful, and I love being able to tell people, “Yeah, I’m in handbell choir!”

Barbara and I have been choir members before we had children. We joined choir at the old church location 35+ years ago. I
find joy in singing praises to Our Savior. It is awesome to see how the music ministry has grown through the years! Anytime I
read the Bible I will constantly find song lyrics and the melody pops into my head! Before the adult choir begins, Jeff will pick
a hymn from the hymnal and read the history or background of the author and the hymn. We will continue to sing His praises
until we can’t anymore. Thanks, Jeff, for your hard work and dedication to the music ministry at Our Savior Lutheran Church. 

I enjoy the fun and fellowship that we have while spreading God’s word through music. I didn’t realize how much I needed to
be a part of these groups for my spiritual life. What a great way to be part of a group that really cares for each other and loves
to be around each other! It has also given myself and my daughter something to both be a part of together.

When I first emailed Jeff asking if I could join Laudate,  (women’s choir), I was a little intimidated and thought I’d have to try
out.  Jeff quickly replied, “No tryouts - all are welcome!” I was warmly welcomed into the group. It’s a wonderful thing to work
as a group on a song - especially when we really get it right. We’re giving back to God.

If you love to listen to the OSL choir, nothing quite beats singing in it. The music selection is great and you get to know your
songs over the course of weeks instead of one and done on a Sunday. I’m not particularly talented, but they found a place for
me in the choir. Jeff is great at helping us all work together to get that fantastic sound. It’s a good feeling to have the music
rolling around in your head; very edifying for your daily walk!

Miss the gym?  Need more physical activity? Try joining the OSL choir for our stair-master workout where you process into
church while belting out the opening hymn, and then to climb to the choir loft continuing the hymn to finish. Gets your blood
pumping while helping to jump start worship!

I have been in the bell choir for 29 or 30 years. It’s not a typical role for the treasurer, but it is a great way to participate in the
ministry of the church. If you don’t know Jeff, he knows his music and his excitement is contagious! We are not the most talented
group, but we have fun and the bells sound great even when we are just so-so. So if you are not a music expert, you will fit
right in. If you are a music expert, we will follow your lead. We have a couple of openings, but they could go fast. So sign up
quickly and we will see you at 6:15 on a Thursday coming soon.

I love choir! and I love hand bells!  I drive an hour in rush hour traffic to be there with God’s people. (Jeff shares his God given
gift of music with us all! We also say a prayer and he reads the importance of the songs and meanings to us!!!) The only thing
that could make it better? More people!  We have so much fun, good laughs, good fellowship, and great memories. I can’t wait
for the new season! See you soon and I look forward to singing and playing handbells with you! (I had never played handbells
before joining choir this year!)
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Monday Evening Adult Information Class 
BACK TO THE BASICS! A new Adult Information Class will begin on Monday, September 13 @ 7:00 PM.
The class will cover the most important teachings of the Bible as they are believed, taught and confessed in this
Lutheran Congregation. The class is designed for anyone considering membership in Our Savior
Lutheran Church and for members of the congregation who would like a great review of basic
Bible doctrine. It should be particularly interesting for both member and non-member school
parents to familiarize yourself with what your kids are learning in class every day. The class meets
from 7:00 - 8:30 PM, on Monday evenings, and continues for twelve weeks. Babysitting and
refreshments are provided. Join us on Mondays to go “BACK TO THE BASICS.” 

New! JUNIOR ALTAR GUILD 
Have you ever wondered how the altar is maintained?

Would you like to see what goes on behind the scenes? 

If you are a girl in middle school or high school, you are invited to take a tour of
the sacristy to see where it all takes place!

It is the pleasure of the Ladies Altar Guild to welcome every girl at OSL to the high
calling of serving God in caring for the altar vessels and linen. It takes a
kaleidoscope of talent to assist the pastors in services. Not every girl will be in Altar Guild when an adult woman.
It’s not everyone’s calling. If you have never been involved, you will never know if it’s where you belong. 

Join us during the Sunday school hour on Sunday, September 12th, to see what Altar Guild is all about! 

And if you’re an adult who’s interested in joining or if you’re a current Altar Guild member and just want a
refresher, we’d love to see you there!

Lutheran World Relief
We are in need of 70 Sheet notebooks, 24 count crayons and Pens (black or blue ink) for the school kits for
Lutheran World Relief.  They are on sale in most places that sell them. If you have questions you can e-mail me
or call me. 

Sandi Hall

281-851-0176 • texaswoodchuckhall@att.net

Run / Walk For Life 2021
THE BIG BLUE BABY BUS is NOW taking donations to keep saving lives on the street. Your donations are
really needed this year because so many people are not able to attend worship services and give us their check.
To contribute to OSL’s sponsorship of the BLUE BUS, go online at http://houstoncoalition.org and click on the
Run/Walk 2021 link, hit the GIVE button, and find the name of Our Savior Lutheran. You can also call Ethelene
Marshall (713) 849-9266. Give her your information and request “bill me.” Houston Coalition for Life will send
you an envelope for your contribution when you are able to give. This is a donation from your heart – over
your tithe to
OSL. 

These saved

babies

thank you

for their

lives!
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Memorials:
Memorials are given in memory of our loved ones to the glory of
God to the “Forward Faithfully Fund,” unless otherwise noted.
DIXIE HAHN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Janice Jolley

MARTHA MARKERT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ken & Terry Tomchesson

REV. ALVIN MUSGROVE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Arlene Wottrich

JOJO RESENDEZ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Hope Edmondson (Altar Guild)

Alan & Sandy Fritsche (School Scholarship)

Margie Green (School Scholarship)

Gary & Beverly Hintz (School Scholarship)

Janice Jolley (School Scholarship)

Jim & Michelle McNutt (School Scholarship)

Clarence & Nelda Pampell (School Scholarship)

Deanie Stephens (School Scholarship)

Rob & Loretta Supercinski, and Danielle, Justin, Jase &

Reid Kalisek (School Scholarship)

Adam & Diane White (School Scholarship)

BEN SCHOPPE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Angela Boykin & Chris Schoppe (Men Alive)

Ken & Terry Tomchesson

PAUL & GERTRUDE STRINGER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Kenneth Stringer (OSL School – Uniform Assistance)

JE “SKIP” WARD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Petri Living Trust – Verle A. Petri, Trustee

HONORARIUMS:

Dominican Republic Fritsche Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Norman Adams

Laura Boyd

Membership

Changes

Incoming Transfer:

John and Karen Listi, Josh, Hannah, and Rebekah

from Memorial

Hayden and Elizabeth Robison, Luna and Audrey

from Mt. Zion

Outgoing Transfer:

Thomas and Rachel Clary to St. John Cypress TX

Death: 

Jojo Resendez – July 28, 2021

Lutheran Witness

If you would like to be included in the church’s
subscription, simply write a check to OSL for

$14.25, with “Lutheran Witness” in the memo, and
place it in the offering plate by 

October 12, 2021. 

Thank you!
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September Birthdays

Church
Staff 

Directory
Dr Laurence L White, Senior Pastor

lwhite@osl.cc

Rev Kelly Krieg, Assistant Pastor
kkrieg@osl.cc

Jeff Armstrong, Minister of Music
jarmstrong@oslschool.org

Kate Thoelke, Principal
kthoelke@oslschool.org

Debbie Lazarine, Office Manager
dlazarine@osl.cc

Barbara Mushinski, Publicist
bmushinski@osl.cc

Sarah Baughman, Office Assistant
sbaughman@osl.cc

Christy McKinzie, Accountant
christymcknz@sbcglobal.net

cmckinzie@osl.cc

Cheryl Straker, School Secretary
cstraker@oslschool.org

Lynette Cherington, ECE Director
lcherington   @oslschool.org

Worship Sundays at 9:30am
Bible Classes at 8:15 & 10:45am

Church: 713-290-9087
Fax: 713-290-0224
Web: www.OSL.cc

5000 W Tidwell Rd, Houston, TX 77091

School: 713-290-8277
School Fax: 713-290-0850

Church Office Hours:

8:00 am-5:00 pm, Monday-Thursday
8:00 am-4:00 pm, Friday

01    Colin Boyles
         Wesley White

02    Jim Cezeaux
         Pastor Kelly Krieg
         Drew Manriquez
         Donna Nalley

03   Gary Hintz
         Raymond Hobratsch

04    Jeff Armstrong
         Helen Borgstedte
         Aiden Kleb
         Paige Lawder
         Darin Neal
         John Thoelke

05    Taylor Mushinski

06    Lois Caka
         Loretta Manriquez
         Manny Muguerza
         Victoria Noack

07    Lindie Mensik

08    Peter Jewell

09    George Sumner

10    Malachai Young
         Brenda Zorn

11    Tyler Armstrong
         David Cox
         Bob Koester
         Louise Petree
         Randall Tannert

13    Kevin Straker

14    Adam Dilley
         Maxon Dilley
         Abigail Frazier
         Natalie Rose
         Caden Williams

15    Pastor Joel Fritsche
         Anna Wood
         Pat Terry

16    Robert Cooper
         Nabila Foty
         Heidi Nitsch

17    Mark Lazenby
         Ken Tomchesson
         Ron Wunderlich

18    Sam Adams
         Florence Boerger
         Breann Reyes
         Patricia Smithson
         Ashlynn Zorn

19    Morris Priddy

20    Ruth Pietsch
         Malynda Tannert

21    Robin Duerr

22    Livia Adams
         David Conner, Jr.
         Ryan Derong
         Bob Mc Charen
         Brenda Page
         Norbert Pietsch
         Dorothy Worthing

23    Ethan Ginn

24    Cannon Davis
         Ambrose Kauffman
         Kathleen Miller
         Marc Shannon

25    Carol Fritsche
         Pam Gavin

26    George Baughman
         Doug Mushinski

27    Amélie Boerger
         Mike Henke
         Lydia Mushinski

28    Debra Carter
         Debbie Derong
         Terry Morgan II
         Diana Stephens
         Kimberly Wulf

29    Hadley Petree
         Rene Shipes

30    Cathy Byers
         Shirley Correll
         Ethel Hikal
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Those to Serve for September 2021
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Join us for the Run/Walk for Life 
Please help keep our Blue Blossom Pregnancy Centers open by participating in our Run/Walk for Life 

or sponsoring one of our runners or walkers!
We are very excited to be adding our third mobile crisis pregnancy center to our fleet of life-saving vehicles.  With your support, more women and
their unborn children will be saved from the horror of abortion.  This is an event where you can not only help save lives but enjoy a beautiful walk
with like-minded friends!  We will have balloons, face painting and snow cones for everyone along with some surprises!

You can also be a Sponsor for other Walker/Runners. 
Check out our website for more information about how you can give or participate: www.houstoncoalition.com. 

Thanks! 

Comprised of our Big Blue Bus, Baby Blue Bus, our Maternal Assistance Office with our Curriculum of Life Program and our soon to be third mobile
crisis pregnancy center, all three locations offer free pregnancy tests, free ultrasounds and Christian Counseling. Our third mobile crisis pregnancy
center will offer the same. Be part of this life-saving work by raising funds and awareness through our 5K Run or 2 Mile Walk!

Saturday, September 11, 2021
All Saints Church (in the Heights)

215 E. 10th Street, Houston, TX 77008
8:00-11:00 AM

The walk and the run are on Heights Boulevard, one block from the church.

Prizes for top participants:
The number one walker or runner will receive a $750 Visa gift card
The number two walker or runner will receive a $500 Visa gift card

The number one group or church will receive a table for ten at our 2022 Benefit Dinner!
Our Top Ten Walkers will each receive 2 tickets to our 2022 Benefit Dinner!



Our Savior Lutheran
Church & School

5000 W. Tidwell Rd.
Houston TX 77091-4633

Serving Families for Jesus Christ

Return Service Requested

**Article entry deadline is September 15 for October’s issue**

Life With God
Adult Membership Classes Begin Monday,

September 13 

@ 7:00 PM


