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Festival Worship Services
@ 9:30 am
May 9
For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb.
Psalm 139:13 ESV

May 16
You ascended on high, leading a host of captives in your train and receiving gifts among men, even
among the rebellious, that the Lord God may dwell there.
Psalm 68:18 ESV

May 23
My heart became hot within me. As I mused, the fire burned; then I spoke with my tongue: “O Lord,
make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I am!”
Psalm 39:3-4 ESV

Trinity Sunday, May 30
The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”
Psalm 110:1 ESV

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:
Article XV of the Augsburg Confessions deals with Church ceremonies. In this article is discuss the dangers
associated with customs and traditions when they are abused and made necessary for salvation. At the same
time, it is also dangerous to go to the opposite extreme and eliminate any practice or custom (which may be
valuable to the spiritual growth of the church) just because it is not spoken of in Scripture.
Concerning Church customs, ACXV reads: Our churches teach that ceremonies ought to be observed that may
be observed without sin. Also, ceremonies and other practices that are profitable for tranquility and good order in
the Church (in particular, holy days, festivals, and the like) ought to be observed. Yet, the people are taught that
consciences are not to be burdened as though observing such things was necessary for salvation [Colossians 2:16–
17]. They are also taught that human traditions instituted to make atonement with God, to merit grace, and to
make satisfaction for sins are opposed to the Gospel and the doctrine of faith. So vows and traditions concerning
meats and days, and so forth, instituted to merit grace and to make satisfaction for sins, are useless and contrary
to the Gospel.
ACXV stresses the negative and the positive concerning church customs: “ceremonies ought to be observed
that may be observed without sin. Also, ceremonies and other practices that are profitable for tranquility and
good order in the Church (in particular, holy days, festivals, and the like) ought to be observed.” Notice the
two points, Human customs are to be observed which 1) may be observed without sin (negative) and 2) which
contribute to peace and good order in the church (positive).
The concern of the Lutherans with many of the practices within the Roman Church was that teaching that
people could merit the forgiveness of sins through the observance of such customs. Listed as practices which
were taught to make satisfaction for sins were: monastic vows (ACXXVII), distinction of foods (ACXXVI) and
the practice of fasting on certain days. Such practices do not offer us forgiveness of our sins! Nothing but Christ
and His blood alone can offer us forgiveness through faith.
This teaching was completely rejected by the Roman Church. But to teach that we may merit the grace of God
through our actions undermines the very foundation of God’s plan of salvation revealed in Scripture.
We have many traditions and customs in the church which are of human origin. For example, the form of our
worship is of human arrangement and does not follow a specific order prescribed by God. Similarly, throughout
the year we follow the calendar of the Church year which helps us to focus on certain aspects of the work of
Jesus and emphasize certain doctrines. Following the Church year calendar in this way is not required by God
but it is beneficial for instruction in the teachings of Scripture. The same is also true for many other human
customs practiced in the church.
So how do we determine which human customs are good and which are not? There is no doubt that these
decisions should be based on God’s Word. If they contradict the Word of God, they should not be used or
practiced. For example, when it comes to the structure of our worship service we follow the guidelines set forth
in Scripture: “Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine” (1 Timothy 4:13); “Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16), and “Let all things be done decently and
in order” (1 Corinthians 14:40).
Because God has given us a great deal of freedom in the customs we have in the New Testament, there will at
times be differences of opinion from one person to the next. As we deal with such situations it is helpful to keep
in mind the words written here by our Lutheran ancestors: “the people are taught that consciences are not to be
burdened as though observing such things was necessary for salvation.” May our customs ever be useful for good
order and never become works which merit the forgiveness of sins. Let us continue to focus on Christ crucified
in our preaching and through our church customs!
In Christ’s Service and Yours,
Pastor Krieg
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Fellowship Family Fiesta!

Saturday, May 22 @ 6:00pm in the Cafeteria
Join Us for a Fellowship FIESTA Pot-Luck & BINGO Party, Saturday, May 22, at
6:00pm, in the OSL School Cafeteria.
Bring your favorite Mexican dish to share, and
we will provide the Piñata and drinks!
Remember your white-elephant gifts for
the BINGO prizes! Good time to clean
out your CDs, toys & books, or
bring something fun & new.
We will also have some CASH
prizes as well!
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Calling
All Graduates!
Any graduates in your household?
In our June newsletter it is tradition to
celebrate our high school and college graduates.
Send your information to Barbara in the church office at:
bmushinski@osl.cc.
Deadline is Monday, May 17.
Information to include would be: graduate’s name, school’s name, type
of college degree, awards, special accomplishments, and future plans
(accepted to a college, joining the military, hired by a company, etc.)

Welcome to LWML Night Circle!
Our LWML Night Circle meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month in the Family Room at OSL at 7pm. We gather
for Bible Study & Fellowship. Our current devotional study guide is “Be Thou My Guide” by Margo HeathDupre which is a study on Trusting God. At each meeting we collect Mites for LWML & our Project fund.
Mites are sent to support LWML Mission Grants. Our project funds support The Fritsche LCMS Mission in
the Dominican Republic & the Lutherans in Africa Mission on a monthly basis. We also support school families
during the Christmas Holiday & we host Honey Sundays in October. This past October our Honey sales
generously supported The Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch and Camp Hope in Houston. We welcome all ladies of
the congregation to join us at any time!

Baby Bottle Boomerang is Back!
LWML Night Circle is sponsoring a Baby Bottle Boomerang from
Mother‛s Day to Father‛s Day this year! Please pick up a baby bottle
from the Narthex starting Sunday, May 9th – Mother‛s Day, fill it with
change & return it by June 20th – Father‛s Day. All proceeds will go to
support the Big Blue Bus which is the First Mobile Crisis Pregnancy
Center in Texas providing free pregnancy tests, free ultrasounds, free
health counseling & caring support. Checks made out to OSL are also
welcome, with “OSL Night Circle BBB” in the memo.
Thanks for your support!
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Our Savior
Lutheran
School –
Congratulations to our
new National Junior
Honor Society for 2021!
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Memorials:
The following were given to the glory of God to Forward Faithfully,
unless otherwise noted, in loving memory of...
JOANNE ALFORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Alan & Sandy Fritsche (Altar Guild)
Emily Lankford (Altar Guild)
Loretta Supercinski (Altar Guild)
Linda Thomas
FLOYD PLESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Doris Hackemack
Gene & Connie Kunkel

Membership
Changes:
from the Elders Meeting – April 2021
INCOMING
Transfer:
Joel and Eva Shaw & Samuel from Trinity DT
Profession of Faith:
Andy and Rachel Williams & Sophia and Emily

Honorariums:

Wedding:
FRITSCHE FAMILY MISSION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anna Kaiser & Channing Wood III – April 24, 2021
Norman & Debbie Adams
Laura Boyd
Craig & Fenny Valka

OUTGOING:

MAY FAMILY AFRICA MISSION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rodolfo Acevedo & Maria Hauptman
Craig & Fenny Valka

Transfer:
Bob and Margaret Klar to St. Paul, Magnolia TX

ALTAR GUILD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Janice Jolley (in honor of Debbie Adams)

Death:
Marvin Evers – April 16, 2021
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01 Acelynn Akhtar
Janan Biehle
Andrew Cook
Lona Reeves
Jim Worthing
02 Natalie Turney
Meagan Zorn

15 Tamara Aisenbrey
Kimberly Leaton
Samantha Tannert
16 Liam Arri
Herb Peterson

04 Nancy Carter
Trip Halbert

17 Alex La Nasa
Kelsi Moore
Jeff Musgrove
Chelsie Pigeon

05 Paul Bohls
Gunnar Nitsch

18 Hope Edmondson
Alexia Gonzales

06 Debbie Armstrong
Paul Crabtree III
Margie Green

19 William Lierbo
Jessica Shem

08 Ava Symcox
Michelle Wright

20 Lynette Cherington
Isabelle Frazier
Dalton Noack

09 Patrick Cochran Jr.
Micah Eckert

21 Gladys Bobo
Trevor Holman

10 Shavonne Lucas
Toni Willis

22 Thomas Clary
Amanda Curtin
Melanija Jokic

13 Brandon Armstrong
Diana Deforest
Darcy Skweres
Roger Worthing
14 Madison Lehr
Matthew Schlanser

25 Janis Hervey
26 Peyton Payne
Jeannine Petree
Lillie Ripple
27 Elyssa Mushinski
Stephanie Pollock
Kathy Temple
29 Prynce Willis
30 Alison Cook
Bill Lierbo
Craig Valka
31 Art Vasquez Jr.
Maria White
Caitlin Worthing

23 William Garcia
24 Conrad Kleb
Emily Lankford
Allison Symcox

Birthdays in

Church
Staff
Directory
Dr Laurence L White, Senior Pastor
lwhite@osl.cc
Rev Kelly Krieg, Assistant Pastor
kkrieg@osl.cc
Jeff Armstrong, Minister of Music
jarmstrong@oslschool.org
Lance Gerard, Principal
lgerard@oslschool.org
Debbie Lazarine, Office Manager
dlazarine@osl.cc
Barbara Mushinski, Publicist
bmushinski@osl.cc
Sarah Baughman, Office Assistant
sbaughman@osl.cc
Christy McKinzie, Accountant
christymcknz@sbcglobal.net
cmckinzie@osl.cc
Cheryl Straker, School Secretary
cstraker@oslschool.org
Lynette Cherington, ECE Director
lcherington@oslschool.org
Worship Sundays at 9:30am
Bible Classes at 8:15 & 10:45am
Church: 713-290-9087
Fax: 713-290-0224
Web: www.OSL.cc
5000 W Tidwell Rd, Houston, TX 77091
School: 713-290-8277
School Fax: 713-290-0850
Church Office Hours:
8:00 am-5:00 pm, Monday-Thursday
8:00 am-4:00 pm, Friday
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A=Gym/Cafeteria • B=Early Childhood Ctr • C=Classrooms • BC=Bible Class Room • FR=Family Room • Italics=not @ OSL • MR=Music Room • YR=Youth Room
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Those to Serve in May 2021
ĐŽůǇƚĞƐ
ĂƌƚƐ
ůĚĞƌƐ
ǀĂŶŐĞůŝƐŵ
^ŽƵŶĚ
hƐŚĞƌƐ
ĐŽůǇƚĞƐ
ůƚĂƌ'ƵŝůĚ
ĂƌƚƐ

ϬϱͬϬϮͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϮͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϮͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϮͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϮͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϮͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϵͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϵͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϵͬϮϭ

ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD

ŽŵŵƐƐƚ͘
ůĚĞƌƐ
ǀĂŶŐĞůŝƐŵ
^ŽƵŶĚ
hƐŚĞƌƐ

ϬϱͬϬϵͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϵͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϵͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϵͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϬϵͬϮϭ

ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD

ĐŽůǇƚĞƐ
ĂƌƚƐ
ůĚĞƌƐ
ǀĂŶŐĞůŝƐŵ
^ŽƵŶĚ
hƐŚĞƌƐ

ϬϱͬϭϲͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϭϲͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϭϲͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϭϲͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϭϲͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϭϲͬϮϭ

ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD

ĐŽůǇƚĞƐ
ůƚĂƌ'ƵŝůĚ
ĂƌƚƐ

ϬϱͬϮϯͬϮϭ ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϬϱͬϮϯͬϮϭ ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϬϱͬϮϯͬϮϭ ϵ͗ϯϬD

ŽŵŵƐƐƚ͘
ůĚĞƌƐ
ǀĂŶŐĞůŝƐŵ
^ŽƵŶĚ
hƐŚĞƌƐ

ϬϱͬϮϯͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϮϯͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϮϯͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϮϯͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϮϯͬϮϭ

ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD

ĐŽůǇƚĞƐ
ĂƌƚƐ
ůĚĞƌƐ
ǀĂŶŐĞůŝƐŵ
^ŽƵŶĚ
hƐŚĞƌƐ

ϬϱͬϯϬͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϯϬͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϯϬͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϯϬͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϯϬͬϮϭ
ϬϱͬϯϬͬϮϭ

ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
ϵ͗ϯϬD
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ŽůůĞĞŶƌĂďƚƌĞĞͬDĂũĂ^ƚĞƉŚĞŶƐ
WĂŵƉĞůůdĞĂŵ
ƌƵĐĞůĂŬĞͬ:ŽŚŶtŝůďĂŶŬƐͬŽ'ƵĞǀĂƌĂͬĂƌŽŶtŚŝƚĞ
dĞĂŵϮ<ĞŶ
'ƌĞĞŶǁŽŽĚ
>ĞŚƌdĞĂŵ
:ĂĐŬ'ŽďƌŽŐŐĞͬƵŐƵƐƚĂƵŐŚŵĂŶ
'ůĞŶĚĂŽĐŚƌĂŶdĞĂŵ
<ƌŝĞŐĞůdĞĂŵ
ƌƵĐĞůĂŬĞͬ:ŽŚŶtŝůďĂŶŬƐͬŽ'ƵĞǀĂƌĂͬƌĂĚtŚŝƚŝŶŐͬĂƌŽŶ
tŚŝƚĞ
ƌƵĐĞůĂŬĞͬ:ŽŚŶtŝůďĂŶŬƐͬŽ'ƵĞǀĂƌĂͬĂƌŽŶtŚŝƚĞ
dĞĂŵϯ:ĂŵĞƐ
ůĂŬĞ
,ĂůůdĞĂŵ
EĂƚŚĂŶZƵƐƐͬ^ŽůŽŵŽŶtĂŝƐĞƌͬDĂƚŚĞǁKΖEĞŝůůͬ,ĞŝĚŝEŝƚƐĐŚͬǀĂ
^ǇŵĐŽǆ
'ĂǀŝŶdĞĂŵ
ƌƵĐĞůĂŬĞͬ:ŽŚŶtŝůďĂŶŬƐͬŽ'ƵĞǀĂƌĂͬĂƌŽŶtŚŝƚĞ
dĞĂŵϰ<Ăƌů
tŚŝƚŝŶŐ
ŽǁŶŝĞdĞĂŵ
:ĂĐŽďWĂŵƉĞůůͬWĂƚƌŝĐŬŽǁŶŝĞͬ>ĂŶĐĞ,ŽůŵĂŶͬďŝŐĂŝůtŚŝƚĞͬdŽŶŝ
tŝůůŝƐ
ŝĂŶĂ^ƚĞƉŚĞŶƐdĞĂŵ
'ĞƌĂƌĚdĞĂŵ
ƌƵĐĞůĂŬĞͬ:ŽŚŶtŝůďĂŶŬƐͬŽ'ƵĞǀĂƌĂͬƌĂĚtŚŝƚŝŶŐͬĂƌŽŶ
tŚŝƚĞ
ƌƵĐĞůĂŬĞͬ:ŽŚŶtŝůďĂŶŬƐͬŽ'ƵĞǀĂƌĂͬĂƌŽŶtŚŝƚĞ
dĞĂŵϱů
tŝƚƚ
'ŽďƌŽŐŐĞdĞĂŵ
ĂƵĞƌƵƌƚƚƐĐŚĞůůͬ'ƌĞǇƐŽŶtŝůůŝĂŵƐͬŝĚĞŶ<ůĞďͬZĞĂŐĂŶDŽƌƌŝƐƐĞǇ
ͬ^ƵŵŵĞƌDŽƌƌŝƐƐĞǇ
ĚĂŵƐdĞĂŵ
ƌƵĐĞůĂŬĞͬ:ŽŚŶtŝůďĂŶŬƐͬŽ'ƵĞǀĂƌĂͬĂƌŽŶtŚŝƚĞ
dĞĂŵϭ>ĞĞ
:͘tŝůďĂŶŬƐ
>ĞŚƌdĞĂŵ

BLESSED LENTENTIDE TO MY BELOVED SUPPORTERS,
PRAYER FOR YOU: Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our
flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that … these my beloved supporters may … continue to follow the
example of His great humility and patience, and be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen!
About 100 cartons of Chemnitz library books arrived from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, and were received
by the Archbishop of LCN, His Grace, the Most Reverend Dr. Christian O. Ekong.
The month of March was a little too emotional and hectic for the seminary family. There were two cases of seminarians who
lost their wives. One was in a tragic car accident where she died on the spot. The other has prolonged health issues. There
were also two cases of miscarriages that occurred among the seminary wives which led to the wives’ hospitalizations. (One
of these wives, ironically, was the wife of the younger brother to the student who lost his wife in a car accident. So much
tragedy in one family.) Additionally, a seminary student on field work had a ghastly accident that required many stitches to
his head. Another student was hospitalized from malaria and typhoid. There was also a student who had earlier in this same
academic year lost his father, who now lost his grandmother. In all, the classmates of those seminarians were very supportive.
In the case of the one whose wife died in the accident, the Seminary executive with his classmates paid the family a courtesy
condolence, or what we here in the U.S. might give in support of outstanding expenses after a family tragedy. (Below a picture
showing the seminarians, the Dean of Students, and myself visiting the family.)
The entrance exam was successfully carried out. A lot of the candidates made it. As pointed out in previous reports, the final
list will depend on funding. We are yet to compile the final list. We have until sometime in August when they are expected
to pay their fees. With the new Rector, who was installed by the Archbishop / President of LCN in February, we hope to take
care of a lot of these issues more efficiently than in years past. With this new Rector at the helm of affairs, one can say there
is hope on the horizon.
Even with the COVID-19 restrictions, we are still planning to carry out our Palm Sunday procession of close to 18 kilometers
around the community with our banners and processional cross. It is an indirect evangelism. This involves all the students,
the new Dean of Students, the new Rector, and myself.
SNIPPETS:
1. The students and the whole faculty look forward to the rest of Holy Week: the Triduum, and in particular, the Easter
Vigil.
2. The National Women’s Rally is still scheduled for April, after Easter.
3. Our Easter break is scheduled to begin Easter Monday after the installation of the recent STM graduates from Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN. They will be installed during our mid-day devotions on Easter Monday. You will
recall that our Easter break was pushed forward to after Easter so that the students can participate fully in all the Holy
Week and Easter services in order to learn in a practical way the appropriate, historic liturgies of the Church.
PRAYER REQUESTS:
1. Pray for the bereaved families and the seminarians who are going through health issues, especially those still
hospitalized.
2. Pray that funding will be available for us to be able to
submit the final list of admitted candidates before the
August deadline.
3. Pray for safety and journey mercies to / fro for the
students during their Easter break.
Almighty God, graciously behold … Your beloved
sojourners (you, my beloved) with me in the mission field
in Africa, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to
be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to
suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen!
Have a Blessed remainder of Lent, in particular Holy Week, and a joyous Easter season!
Yours in Christ – Fr. Wokoma, 1 Tim 1:15
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Our Savior Lutheran
Church & School
5000 W. Tidwell Rd.
Houston TX 77091-4633

Serving Families for Jesus Christ

Return Service Requested

FIESTA Pot-Luck & BINGO Party
Saturday, May 22, at 6:00pm
in the OSL School Cafeteria.
Bring your favorite Mexican dish to share, and
we will provide the Piñata and drinks!
Remember your white-elephant gifts for
the BINGO prizes!

**Article entry deadline is May 15 for June’s issue**

