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The Ascension of Jesus

When he had led them out 
to the vicinity of Bethany, 
he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. While he was 
blessing them, he left them and 
was taken up into heaven. Then 
they worshiped him and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy. And they 
stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

St. Luke 24:50-53 (NIV)

God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.

Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.

For God is the King of all the earth;
sing to him a psalm of praise. 

– Psalm 47:5-7



Voice 2

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:
Though the COVID-19 outbreak has disrupted many things in our lives, we can still take time to be in God’s Word and understand His
will for our lives. To that end we will continue with our study of the Lutheran Confessions as we turn our attention to Article IV of the
Augsburg Confession, which deals with Justification. Above all other articles, AC IV is the article on which the Church stands or falls. If
we get this wrong our house is built on a foundation of sand and will not withstand the tempests of the devil. 

This article on justification is the chief article in the entire confession. To many it may not seem like this article is all that important
especially when you consider how short it is. But as Christians we must properly understand what Scripture teaches regarding our
salvation. Almost every religion teaches that salvation is received through righteousness. But, as we will see, the term “righteousness” is
misapplied by almost all religions and even by many who consider themselves to be Christian. We consider this to be the chief article of
the Confession because a misunderstanding of righteousness leads to the subversion of the work of Christ. 

In order to properly understand God’s work of our salvation, we must have a correct understanding of the words “righteous” and “justify”.
First, “righteous” and “righteousness”. The religions of the world understand righteousness in an outward sense, namely, in the actions
of individuals who observe certain rules or guidelines. These religions teach that it is through such outward righteousness that a person
obtains the hope of life in the world to come.

But Scripture describes saving righteousness quite differently. The Lutheran reformers confessed: Our churches teach that people cannot
be justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works. People are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, when they
believe that they are received into favor and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake.  By His death, Christ made satisfaction for our
sins. God counts this faith for righteousness in His sight (Romans 3:21-26; 4:5) (AC IV).

Righteousness, rather than being a product of man, is a product of God. The apostle Paul tells us that no one is righteous in and of
themselves (Romans 3:10-12). Instead of seeking righteousness from within ourselves, Jesus tells us to seek righteousness which comes
from God: “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). It is
only through God’s righteousness that we can be saved from our sin and its punishment.

So, the word “righteous” is an adjective describing the state of an individual. The word “justify” is closely related. It is a verb describing
how a person becomes “righteous”. The word “justification” is a noun describing the action of one becoming righteous.

The Confession divides the work of justification into three parts. We become righteous before God: by grace, for Christ’s sake, through
faith. The Scriptural basis for such a statement is found in Romans 3:21-26.

By Grace our justification was completely the work of God which was a result of His undeserved love for us sinners. The act of justification
is not something that we have in ourselves. The act of justification is a declaration God pronounces upon us. Paul writes: “Who shall
bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies” (Romans 8:33). We do not make ourselves righteous, nor does God make us
righteous. We are declared righteous by God.

Our justification is completely the work of God. This excludes any work on our part. All other religions make this the work of man. Even
many within Christianity teach that our justification is the result of God and man working together, known as synergism. But Scripture
declares that it is solely by the grace of God (Romans 11:6).

For Christ’s Sake our justification was a result of the work of Christ Jesus through His perfect obedience and sacrifice on the cross. The
work of Christ for our justification was two-fold. As sinners we have two problems. The first is that we are not righteous, we are sinners
(Romans 3:23). The second is that, by our sins we have deserved God’s eternal punishment in hell (Ezekiel 18:20; Romans 2:6-9).

God's grace accomplished its purpose through the redemption of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21). God sent His holy, innocent Son to become
man and made Him man’s Substitute. This Substitute fulfilled all requirements of the Law in our place (active obedience) (Hebrews 7:26).
He also suffered the pangs and woes which we had deserved (passive obedience) (1 Peter 2:24). Divine justice is satisfied and love
triumphs. Through Christ, God reconciled the world unto Himself (2 Corinthians 5:19). This act of God is called objective justification.

Through Faith, this justification from God in Christ is received by us through the working of the Holy Spirit who brings us to faith
through the Gospel, in Word and Sacrament. God pronounces us justified, free from sin, acquitted (subjective justification). 

Finally, God’s gift of justification comes to us through faith in Christ. When we speak of faith, we do not mean a historical knowledge of
who Jesus was (James 2:19). Saving faith is not just knowledge of Jesus, but a trust in the promise of God and Christ’s work for us. The
object of saving faith is and can only be Christ (Philippians 3:8-11).

Thanks be to God for the righteousness that is ours, by grace, as a result of the work of Christ, and through faith, and faith alone! Let us
then give all glory to God the Father, for in Christ, He justifies us, calls us to faith, renews our hope, and equips us to serve Him daily. 

In Christ’s Service and Yours,
Pastor Krieg
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HOUSTON LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated

Voices for LIFE

Dear pro-life friend,

Needless to say, with the recent mandates, all events in the near future have been cancelled.  This includes both
the mothers day corsage sale and next chapter meeting.  I will post updates as necessary.

Lately, when saying the Lord’s prayer, the petition “Thy will be done” has taken on a more powerful meaning.
I find it ironic that one of the simplest life forms on earth has proven the vulnerability of one of the most
complex.  How fragile is our existence and how we so depend on God’s love, grace and protection. We pray
that you and your loved ones are safe during this uncertain time.

You may be wondering what’s happening on the abortion front during this health crisis.  Here is a brief
summary:

Monday, March 30th, U.S. District Court Judge Lee Yeakel in Austin ruled that Texas could not restrict abortion
procedures as outlined in Gov. Abbot’s emergency order.  This gave abortion providers in Texas the right to
carry on business as usual.  A Planned Parenthood board member stated, “Nothing is more essential than
abortion.”

Tuesday, April 7th, AUSTIN, TX -- This afternoon, the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals granted a writ of mandamus
directing the federal district court in Austin to vacate its Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) issued by federal
Judge Lee Yeakel on March 30, 2020, and to allow the application of Governor Abbott’s executive order delaying
elective medical surgeries and procedures, including elective abortions, until April 21, to stand as stated.

The following statement is attributed to Texas Alliance for Life’s Executive Director Joe Pojman, Ph.D.:

We are very pleased with the decision of the 5th Circuit to allow Governor Abbott’s order to stand as applicable
to abortion facilities just as it stands for other medical facilities. Clearly the crisis in Texas and across the nation
calls for measures to conserve the personal protective equipment needed by doctors and nurses fighting corona
virus on the front lines. We believe that merely delaying abortion procedures a few weeks is reasonable and
necessary.

We applaud Attorney General Ken Paxton for his prompt actions in defense of the Governor’s executive order.

Providing physicians and nurses with the personal protective equipment they need to treat patients with
COVID-19 so that they are not unnecessarily risking becoming infected themselves should be everyone’s first
and highest priority at this time.

How many doctors and nurses have to become infected and possibly die before Planned Parenthood, Whole
Woman’s Health, and other abortion facilities in Texas realize that they need to comply with the executive order,
just like everyone else?

We will continue to monitor, with the help of local pro-life organizations and individuals, the compliance of
abortion facilities across the state, and report violations to the Texas Medical Board, the Texas Health and
Human Services Commission, and local law enforcement authorities.

To receive Emails from Texas Alliance for Life, go to their website: https://www.texasallianceforlife.org/

Russ Wernli – President
russ@houstonlfl.org
www.houstonlfl.org
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Calling All 

Graduates!
Any graduates in your household? 
In our June newsletter it is tradition to 
celebrate our high school and college graduates. 
Send your information to Barbara in the church office
at: barbara@osl.cc. 
Deadline is Friday, May 15.
Information to include would be: graduate’s name,
school’s name, type of college degree, awards, special
accomplishments, and future plans (accepted to a college,
joining the military, hired by a company, etc.)

H appy Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 10



Our Savior Lutheran School –

OSL had to learn new ways

to teach & learn through

the COVID 19 days!

And Ms. Drees got engaged... 

Congratulations!
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Memorials:
The following were given to the glory of God to Forward Faithfully,

unless otherwise noted, in loving memory of...

Mildred Holeman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Joyce Cogswell & Carla Saddler
Lorence & Zora Bravenec

Ben & Robert Bravenec Families

Walter Schramm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Bob & Pat Wottrich (Lutherans in Africa)

Lille Stovall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Bob & Pat Wottrich (Lutherans in Africa)

Membership Changes
from the Elders Meeting – April 2020

Incoming Transfer:
Lillian and adult son James Naskrent from St. Mark

Baptisms:
Peyton Thomas Lazenby – March 26, 2020

Mark David Lazenby – March 27, 2020

Our preschool teacher, Deborah Lazenby, with her newborn

son Peyton, husband Mark, and Pastor Krieg.

Thru the Bible in 1 year
Be sure to keep up with your Bible reading! If you
are missing the notes that have been emailed, you can
find them on our website: 

http://www.osl.cc/study/bible-studies.cfm

Thank You
We want to thank our church family  for their love and
support during a difficult time. Thank you, Pastor
White,  for your visits and loving care. Thanks to Jeff
for the music which always so beautifully enhances our
worship.  The harp selections were both beautiful and
meaningful. We also thank the ladies who provided a
truly wonderful lunch for family and friends. We are
very especially  grateful for all the prayers, love,
encouragement and friendship of our OSL family that
continue to carry us through these days. God’s
blessings to all.

From the family of Kurby Hackemack
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Birthdays  in
May     

Church
Staff 

Directory
Dr Laurence L White, Senior Pastor

paswhite@osl.cc

Rev Kelly Krieg, Assistant Pastor
kkrieg@osl.cc

Jeff Armstrong, Minister of Music
jeffarm@oslschool.org

Lance Gerard, Principal
lgerard@oslschool.org

Debbie Lazarine, Office Manager
dlazarine@osl.cc

Barbara Mushinski, Publicist
barbara@osl.cc

Lauren Boyles, Office Assistant
lboyles@osl.cc

Christy McKinzie, Accountant
christymcknz@sbcglobal.net

Cheryl Straker, School Secretary
cheryl@oslschool.org

Lynette Cherington, ECE Director
lynette@oslschool.org

Worship Sundays at 9:30am
Bible Classes at 8:15 & 10:45am

Church: 713-290-9087
Fax: 713-290-0224
Web: www.OSL.cc

5000 W Tidwell Rd, Houston, TX 77091

School: 713-290-8277
School Fax: 713-290-0850

Church Office Hours:

9:00 am-3:00 pm, Monday-Friday

01    Acelynn Akhtar 

         Janan Biehle

         Andrew Cook

         Lona Reeves

         Jim Worthing

02    Natalie Turney 

         Meagan Zorn

04    Nancy Carter 

         Trip Halbert

         Martha Markert

05    Paul Bohls 

         Gunnar Nitsch

06    Debbie Armstrong

         Paul Crabtree III

         Margie Green

08    Ava Symcox 

         Michelle Wright

         

09    Patrick Cochran Jr.

         Micah Eckert

10    Toni Willis

13    Brandon Armstrong

         Diana Deforest

         Darcy Skweres

         Roger Worthing

         

14    Madison Lehr

         Matthew Schlanser

15    Tamara Aisenbrey

         Samantha Tannert

16    Liam Arri

         Nicki Pampell

         Herb Peterson

17    Alex La Nasa

         Kelsi Moore

         Jeff Musgrove

18    Hope Edmondson

         Alexia Gonzales

19    William Lierbo

         Jessica Shem

20    Lynette Cherington

         Isabelle Frazier

         Dalton Noack

21    Gladys Bobo

         Trevor Holman

22    Thomas Clary

         Amanda Curtin

         Melanija Jokic

23    William Garcia

24    Conrad Kleb

         Emily Lankford

         Allison Symcox

25    Janis Hervey

26    Peyton Payne

         Jeannine Petree

         Lillie Ripple

27    Elyssa Mushinski 

         Stephanie Pollock

         Kathy Temple

29    Prynce Willis

30    Alison Cook

         Bill Lierbo

         Craig Valka

31    Art Vasquez Jr.

         Maria White

         Caitlin Worthing
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All dates are subject to change or cancellation
due to COVID 19.
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Those to Serve in May 2020 *subject to change
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Confirmation Class of 2020:
As Lutherans, we believe that young
disciples are best formed in the home,
through catechesis from the parents who
not only teach but model the life of a
Christian for their children. Certainly the
church plays a role, but that role should be
walking alongside the parents, “to equip
the saints” (Eph. 4:12).

With that being said, these thirteen
children are candidates to be confirmed in
the Christian faith, on Pentecost, May 31.
Through the rite of Confirmation, these
newly catechized Christians will confess
the faith given to them in Baptism. The
confirmands, with you and the church
triumphant, will celebrate the reception of
the Lord’s Word among them, and together
will be welcomed to the Lord’s Table.

Please keep the confirmands in your prayers, as Confirmation
is not some sort of “Christian Graduation.” These young
Christians will continue to be attacked by the devil, the world,
and their own sinful flesh. We pray that they may continue to
live in their Baptism, a life of daily contrition and repentance.
It is my hope that Confirmation is simply the continuation of
their life in Christ in the Church and that they continue joining
in worship and Bible study that they may be built up and
“equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:17).

In Christ’s Service and Yours,

Pastor Krieg

Liam Neal Arri
Magdalena Diane Agnes Baughman

Cameron Jo Bennett
Colin Robert Boyles
Emily Lauren Cezeaux
Blake Allen Crabtree
Scarlett Grace Heefner

Hannah Marie Pampell
Carson Matthew Payne
Joanna Reese Savoie

Mitchell Anderson Stephens
Naomi Noelle Waiser
Benjamin August Witt



Our Savior Lutheran
Church & School
5000 W. Tidwell Rd.
Houston TX 77091-4633

Serving Families for J esus Christ

Return Service Requested

**Article entry deadline is May 15 for June’s issue**

Pentecost
with Confirmation

Sunday, May 31, at 9:30 AM
available online:

www.OSL.cc

They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. 
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other tongues 
as the Spirit enabled them. 

– Acts 2:3-4 (NIV)


