
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN’S JULY VOICE 2020

Watch And Pray! 
The classic Lutheran hymn, “Rise My Soul To Watch And Pray,”
was written by John Freystein in 1697. Freystein was an attorney
who struggled with failing health. The hymn is based on our
Lord’s warning to Peter and His disciples at Gethsemane
recorded in Matthew 26:41: “Watch and pray that you may not
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing but the flesh
is weak.” I have found myself turning to this hymn ever more
frequently in the past few months seeking the gift of
discernment to recognize the nature of the frustrating
circumstances in which we find ourselves and also patience to
endure and trust in God and whatever purpose He has for us
in all this.

A few of the verses have been especially helpful: 

Rise my soul to watch and pray from thy sleep awaken;1
Be not by the evil day unawares o’ertaken.
For the Foe, well we know oft his harvest reapeth,
While the Christian sleepeth. 
Wake and watch or else thy night, Christ cannot enlighten;2
Far off still will seem the light, that thy path should brighten.
God demands, eyes and hands, open for the offers,
He so richly proffers. 
Yea, indeed, He bids us pray, promising to hear us.3
E’er to be our Staff and Stay, ever to be near us;
E’re we plead, will He heed, strengthen, keep defend us, 
And deliverance send us. 
Courage, then, for all things must, work for good and bless us,4
If we but in prayerful trust to His Son address us.
For He will richly fill, and His Spirit send us,
And to Him commend us. 

I pray for each and all of us the faith to believe that even in this virus and the disruption which it
has caused God has a good purpose for His people and the patience to submit to His will as we
await the fulfillment of that purpose. 

(continued...)



Voice 2

Because of the resurgence of the virus particularly here in Houston we have delayed the next
steps in our return to normalcy. For the time being, we will continue our on-site Matins service
and service broadcasts as they are presently being conducted. We will be disinfecting the
sanctuary regularly and all three levels remain open to allow you to spread out as you wish.
Masks etc. are welcome but not required. For those who would still prefer to stay at home the
online services will still be available. Bible class notes will also continue to be sent out every
week. 

Our target date for the resumption of communion is now July 12. If you would like individual
or family communion before then, contact the church office and set up a time with one of the
pastors. We hope to return to Bible classes and Sunday School on July 19. Details will be
forthcoming. These dates remain tentative depending upon developing circumstances. 

We will keep you posted. In the meantime watch and pray. God is at work in all this for everyone
of us. Trust in Him and patiently await His purpose.

Pastor White

A Service of
Readings, Hymns

and Prayer

July 5th

9:30 am 
Join us for a Patriotic

Festival Service with

the Jubilate Choir 

in the Sanctuary or

Online! 

www.OSL.cc
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:
Another month brings us further along in our study of the Lutheran Confessions, and this month we will look
at Article VI of the Augsburg Confession, commonly referred to as the new obedience.

If you are not familiar with Article VI you may be asking yourself, “What does new obedience refer to?” The
term new obedience is used to describe the faithful Christian’s keeping of the Law and will of God as a result
of faith which is created in their heart through the working of the Holy Spirit through the Word. This obedience
to the will of God is called “new” obedience because it flows from faith and is a fruit of faith.

The Bible uses the word “sanctification” to describe this new obedience. The Bible uses the term “sanctification”
in two ways, in a broad sense and in a narrow sense. In the broad sense the Bible uses the term sanctification
to refer to everything that the Holy Spirit does for the salvation of sinners. (Ephesians 5:25-27)

The Holy Spirit also uses the word sanctification in a narrow sense, specifically referring to the new life God
enables the Christian to lead through faith in Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 4:3-7) Generally, when we speak of
sanctification, we use it in this narrow sense, the new obedience which the Christian lives as a result of faith.

Regarding this new obedience of a Christian, Article VI states: Our churches teach that this faith is bound to
bring forth good fruit [Galatians 5:22–23]. It is necessary to do good works commanded by God [Ephesians 2:10],
because of God’s will. We should not rely on those works to merit justification before God. The forgiveness of sins
and justification is received through faith. The voice of Christ testifies, “So you also, when you have done all that
you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty’ ” (Luke 17:10). The
Fathers teach the same thing. Ambrose says, “It is ordained of God that he who believes in Christ is saved, freely
receiving forgiveness of sins, without works, through faith alone.” 

It is important to note the order in which these articles are presented in the Augsburg Confession: Of God (I),
Of Sin (II), Of the Son of God (III), Of Justification (IV), Of the Means of Grace (V), and now Of the New
Obedience (VI). The person of Christ was spoken of in Article III, which led to the work of Christ in Article
IV, which led to the means by which we receive what He has accomplished for us, which now leads to the earthly
result of the Gospel in our lives: New Obedience. This order is important because it points out first things first,
justification before God through faith in Christ must precede the new obedience.

Notice how AC VI points out that this new obedience is the result of justifying faith with the opening words:
Our churches teach that this faith is bound to bring forth good fruit… The words “this faith” refer back to the
faith spoken of in Article IV on justification: “God counts this faith for righteousness in His sight...” That is repeated
in this article when they write: The forgiveness of sins and justification is received through faith…. Justification
through faith is the cause of new obedience.

There are many passages in Scripture which speak of new obedience, that is, the new lives we live (or should
live) in Christ. It can be easy when reading such sections to focus on what we should do for God and lose sight
of what God has done (and continues to do) for us. But Scripture continually reminds us of the proper
relationship between faith in Christ (justification) and new obedience (sanctification). (2 Corinthians 5:14-15;
1 John 4:7-11,19)

God’s love for us is the foundation of our love for Him and for our neighbor. But Scripture goes further. The
Holy Spirit makes it very clear that true obedience to God and His can only come as a result of saving faith in
the heart of an individual. (Hebrews 11:5-6)

New obedience can only come as a result of justification through faith. Without justification through faith,
new obedience cannot exist. At the same time, justification through faith does not exist without new
obedience. (James 2:26; Matthew 7:17-19)

continued...
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Honorariums:

Dominican Republic-Fritsche Mission  . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Norman & Debbie Adams
Laura Boyd

Gary & Beverly Hintz
LWML Night Circle

Wokoma Nigeria Mission  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Laura Boyd

Emergency Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Paul Bohls
Donna Nalley

Membership Changes
From the Elders – June 16, 2020

INCOMING
Baptism:
Mackenzie Fritsche – May 30, 2020

Profession of Faith:
Norka Vera (Adult Information Class)

OUTGOING
Transfer: 
Jamie, Mike, & Brooks McClellan to St. Mark Houston

While justification and sanctification are closely connected, the following chart outlines several keys differences.

New obedience is the work of God in the Christian. It flows from God’s act of declaring us “not guilty” because
of Christ’s atonement on the cross on our behalf (John 3:16), and it can in no way merit forgiveness or anything
from God. 

There is a lot in these first few articles, and I encourage you to take time to read through them and ask any
questions you may have.

In Christ’s Service and Yours,
Pastor Krieg
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Thank You!

Deanne and I want to thank every person who clapped following the announcement by Pastor White of our
60th Wedding Anniversary.  This was followed up by phone calls, texts, signs on zoom, snail-mail cards, personal
visits, etc; all of which we give praise to God for the encouraging support given. God bless each of your lives as
ambassadors for Christ Jesus. (2 Corinthians 5:20).  Dalton Noack



Run & Walk for Life 2020

It was a beautiful morning when our group from OSL came out to walk
for life on Saturday, June 13! Our walkers included: Jeff Armstrong, Mel
Derong, Mandy Halbert, Dean and Barbara Mushinski, Elyssa Mushinski,
Christian White and Diane White.

We walk for the benefit of Houston Coalition for Life, who helps mothers
choose life through their Blue Blossom Pregnancy Centers, and the Big
Blue Bus and Baby Blue Bus mobile testing sites. To contribute to OSL’s
sponsorship of the BUS, go online at http://houstoncoalition.org; click on
the Run/Walk 2020 link, hit the GIVE button, and find Our Savior
Lutheran. You can also call Cindy Wright (713) 201-3787, or Ethelene
Marshall (713) 849-9266. Donations must be received by July 5.

93% of the pregnant abortion-
vulnerable women who receive the
FREE
ultrasounds
CHOOSE LIFE!

That’s 9100+
women and
counting!
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OSL 8th Grade Families
Memorial Lutheran School is now expanding its classical education through high
school, beginning with 9th grade, in August, 2020.

An excellent education is a vital part of bringing children to responsible adulthood.
More importantly, bringing children up “in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord” (Ephesians 6:4) directs them to the eternal need of salvation in Jesus Christ.  

The goal of Memorial Lutheran School is to bring education and salvation together
in the training of our children and young adults.  Our Savior Lutheran Church
and School has done an excellent job in establishing the foundation for this
training.  We at Memorial Lutheran School are committed to completing the
classical foundation that Our Savior has established.  We believe that our classical
Lutheran high school will offer an excellent opportunity to mold your young adult
into a virtuous Christian citizen.

Memorial Lutheran School’s inaugural
9th grade class begins August, 2020.
We invite you to come visit our school
and see the plans we have for our
students. Call Memorial Lutheran
School at 713-782-4022 for more
information and to schedule a tour!

Baptized into Christ

God’s blessings on Mackenzie
Nicole Fritsche, who was
baptized on Saturday, May
30th. Mackenzie’s parents are
Robert Jr. and Diane
Fritsche, and her proud
grandparents are Robert and
Carol Fritsche.



Voice 7

Don’t for get to tithe!
Want to contribute with your phone or computer? Use Subsplash! It is in the App Store.

What does it cost?  -No monthly fee  -No set up fee  -No hidden fees
-Lowest processing rates that continue to drop as your giving increases.

All credit and debit cards (including AMEX) are processed at 2.3% + .30 cents per transaction. 
All ACH donations are 1% with no cents.

There is also a link and a “DONATE” button at the bottom of our website: www.OSL.cc
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Birthdays  in July

Church
Staff 

Directory
Dr Laurence L White, Senior Pastor

paswhite@osl.cc

Rev Kelly Krieg, Assistant Pastor
kkrieg@osl.cc

Jeff Armstrong, Minister of Music
jeffarm@oslschool.org

Lance Gerard, Principal
lgerard@oslschool.org

Debbie Lazarine, Office Manager
dlazarine@osl.cc

Barbara Mushinski, Publicist
barbara@osl.cc

Lauren Boyles, Office Assistant
lboyles@osl.cc

Christy McKinzie, Accountant
christymcknz@sbcglobal.net

Cheryl Straker, School Secretary
cheryl@oslschool.org

Lynette Cherington, ECE Director
lynette@oslschool.org

Worship Sundays at 9:30am
Bible Classes at 8:15 & 10:45am

Church: 713-290-9087
Fax: 713-290-0224
Web: www.OSL.cc

5000 W Tidwell Rd, Houston, TX 77091

School: 713-290-8277
School Fax: 713-290-0850

Summer Church Office Hours:

9:00 am-4:00 pm, Mon-Fri

1     Kimberly Cezeaux
       Steven Long
       Melvin Miller
       Bobby Nichols
       Greyson Williams

2     Stephen Gbur

3     Annette Coon
       Jimmy Synnott

4     August Baughman
       Gilda Candella

5     Nancy Boddicker

6     Blake Crabtree
       Alex Pollock

7     Steve Caka
       Vanessa Cook
       Margret Klar
       Tess Long

8     Mikayla Eifert
       Mandy Temple
       Sonya Whiting

9     Kristie Fisher
       Samuel Gerard
       Everett Tannert

10  Audrey Cooper
       Erich Eifert
       Andrew Manriquez

11  Samatha Cox
       Ted Reyes Sr.

12  Giuliana Bush
       Marijn Lawyer
       Alex Payne
       Jacob Silvas
       Allie Synnott

13  Greg Biehle
       Sharon Petree

14  Samuel Leaton
       Benjamin Witt

15  Kyle Aisenbrey
       Brenda Jones
       James Kriegel
       Trace Kucish
       Paul Proske

16  Sandra Seyffert
       Iris Willis

17  Garrett Gerard
       Scarlett Heefner

18  Carmina Contreras
       Jill Gerard
       Abraham Priddy

19  Olivia Lucas
       Lisa Petree

20  Leesha Christensen
       Julie Hester
       Roger Synnott
       Jaide Thomas
       Joi Thomas

21  Kimberly Eifert
       Robert Noack
       Lorie Priddy
       Stephanie Savoie

22  Donna Ginn
       Kellie Henson
       Thelma Oberndorfer
       Luke Schoppe
       Gene Zoch

23  Mikayla Bukenya
       Jordan Jones
       Erik Whiting

24  Carol Bowers
       Patrick Downie
       Sandy Fritsche
       Jeff Skweres

25  Jack Gobrogge
       Joy Lunsford

26  Max Banes
       Clayton Wilbanks

27  Carol Marx
       Bianca Williams

29  Lucas Downie
       Doris Hackemack

30  Edward Witt

31  Sandra El-Gamil
       Kelley Sebesta
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Those to Serve in July 2020
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www.lutheransforlife.org

June  
2020 Life

Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org • 888.364.LIFE (5433)

Lutherans For Life – Equipping Lutherans to be Gospel-motivated voices For Life

Speaking up For LifeLife Newsbytes
Magnolia Earl is just 
one year old, but she’s 
already become an 
overnight star. She’s 

the new face of the 

Gerber Baby campaign, 

a longstanding tradition 

for the company since 

1928. What makes Magnolia so special is 

that she’s the 昀rst Gerber spokesbaby known 
to have been adopted. In recent years, Gerber 

has had other “昀rsts” with its campaign. In 
2018, Lucas Warren, a little boy with Down 

syndrome, became the Gerber spokesbaby. 

According to TODAY, Magnolia’s adoptive 

parents, Courtney and Russell Earl, have 

two older daughters—Whitney, who is 12, 

and Charlotte, who is eight and was also 

adopted. The Earls, who live in California, 

are thrilled that Magnolia was chosen for 

the campaign, after being selected from 

countless photos sent in by families from 

all over. ... “This is incredible,” Courtney 
Earl said. “It means that when people see 

our families, or if you see a family that 

doesn’t necessarily match, that you don’t 

have to question the belonging of anybody 

in that family.” Courtney Earl told TODAY, 
“We celebrate adoption in our family every 

single day,” and acknowledged that “[t]he 
real heroes in this story are Magnolia’s birth 

parents. They chose her life, and they sent 

her on this incredible journey.” (Live Action 
News, 5/8//20; CLR LifeWire,, 5/14/20)

For those who have had an 
abortion—a Word of Hope. 

888.217.8679   
www.word-
of-hope.org

“Instead of dreaming of what your spouse 

will do for you, you should ask yourself, are 

you willing to serve him or her sacri昀cially? 
To paraphrase John F. Kennedy: Ask not 

what your spouse can do for you, rather ask 

what you can do for your spouse.” Pastor 
Ricky Jacob, Jesus Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, Winnebago, Nebraska 
“People with Alzheimer’s or dementia often 

tragically lose their short-term memory 

while the long-term memory continues. They 

may go back to the memories of the good 

old days. Those memories can bring peace 

and happiness. When the Holy Spirit, your 

perfect memory aid, reminds and re-teaches 

you everything about Jesus, He removes the 

bad memories of sin and punishment and 

fear. He replaces them with joy, con昀dence, 
hope, and forgiveness in Jesus. That results 

in a peace that goes beyond understanding 

and beyond this life.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, 
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota



Our Savior Lutheran
Church & School
5000 W. Tidwell Rd.
Houston TX 77091-4633

Serving Families for J esus Christ

Return Service Requested

Join us in our Sanctuary or 
online: www.OSL.cc

Patriotic Festival, July 5 @ 9:30 am

**Article entry deadline is July 15 for August’s issue**


