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Voice

2022 
Bible 
Reading 
Plan 
The 2022 Bible reading schedule is 
thematic or connective in nature. The goal 
is to make as many associations as possible 
between the different parts of Scripture while still reading 
individual books of the Bible from start to finish. The Psalms 
are individually apportioned throughout the year to increase the 
number of connections that can be observed and appreciated. 

If you missed your paper copy in the mail, get the PDF at www.OSL.cc 
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:
The subject of the marriage of priests has been of source of great controversy between members within
the church for hundreds of years. It remains so in our time as well, thanks to the numerous and widely
publicized cases of sexual misconduct of priests in the Roman Catholic church. Before we look directly
at Article XXIII we should understand a bit more about the history of celibacy amongst the clergy. 

Throughout the history of the Church there were many attempts to make celibacy of the clergy
mandatory. Although ultimately rejected by the Council of Nicaea in 325, the movement toward clerical
celibacy was considered. Following centuries saw several popes decreed celibacy: Damasus I (384),
Siricius (385), Innocent I (404), and Leo I (458). In addition, local councils issued edicts imposing
celibacy on the clergy: Carthage in Africa (390, 401-19); Orange (441) and Tours (461) in France; and
Turin (398) in Italy. By the time of Pope Leo I (who died in 461), no bishop, priest, deacon, or
subdeacon could be married.

By the time of the First Lateran Council (1123), celibacy was mandated for the Western clergy.
Following the Reformation in 1563, the Council of Trent stipulated that although celibacy was not a
divine law, the Church had the authority to impose celibacy as a discipline. To this day, the Roman
Catholic church continues to affirm the discipline of clerical celibacy. 

They clarify that the church “forbid no one to marry. No one is required to take a vow of celibacy; those
who do, do so voluntarily. They ‘renounce marriage’ (Matt. 19:12); no one forbids it to them.” They
continue, “The Church simply elects candidates for the priesthood from among those who voluntarily
renounce marriage.”

The reason for AC XXIII was the abuses which were taking place by the priests as a result of vows of
celibacy. “Complaints about unchaste priests are common.... While God’s commandment is in force,
and the custom of the Church is well known, impure celibacy will cause many scandals, adulteries,
and other crimes that deserve punishment from just rulers. In light of all this, it is incredibly cruel that
the marriage of priests is forbidden.” (AC XXIII, § 1,18).

Throughout the Bible we are reminded of the benefits of marriage for both men and women, clergy
and laity. Paul includes marriage among the good qualities of a bishop (1 Tim. 3:2, 4-5, 11-12; 1 Cor.
7:25, 35; Titus 1:5-9). Paul insists that it is a doctrine of demons to prohibit marriage on account of
hypocrisy or external show of holiness (1 Tim. 4:1-3), for marriage is honorable in men of every class
(Heb. 13:4).

We must recognize that marriage is a wonderful blessing given by God, and that this blessing has been
granted to all people. We must also take note of the fact that there is no general prohibition from God
stating that His called servants are not to marry. In addition, both Christ and Paul state that the gift of
celibacy is not given to all people, and that such a rule by the Church has been the cause of prevalent
immorality throughout history. A vow of celibacy is not required by God for service to Him as a
spiritual leader and it should not be mandated or forced on them by other human beings or religious
institutions.

In Christ’s Service and Yours,

Pastor Krieg
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Conference information:  From Fertilization to Forever is a pro-life conference whose purpose is to address
our most important questions about human life. The primary speaker for the conference will be Mrs.
Michelle Bauman, director of Y4life, campus and youth outreach of Lutherans for Life.   

Conference location: Memorial Lutheran Church. 5800 Westheimer Road, Houston TX 77057.  Office phone:
713-782-6079.  

Conference date and times: 01/08/2022 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

Food:  Lunch will be provided by MLC (free of charge) at 12:00 pm.  Breakfast and Dinner will not be provided.
Coffee, water, and snacks will be available throughout the day.  Please note: we are not be able to accommodate
any special dietary requests. 

Registration information: Online registration closes on 01/01/2022. There is no charge for the conference.
The registration link may be found at the bottom of the MLC website’s front page. Here is the address:
www.mlchouston.org

Conference Schedule:

-8:00 to 8:45 am,  Registration (Commons)
-8:45 to 9:30 am, Morning Prayer (Sanctuary)
-9:30-9:45 am, Break (Commons)
-9:45 to 10:45 am, Plenary Session #1, A Gospel Motivated Approach to Life (Fellowship Hall)
-10:45 to 11:00 am, Break from (Commons)
-11:00 to 12:00, Plenary Session #2, All About Abortion (Fellowship Hall)
-12:00 to 1:00 pm,  Lunch (Fellowship Hall)
-1:00 to 2:00 pm, Plenary Session # 3, Love and Marriage (Fellowship Hall)
-2:00 to 2:15 pm, Break (Commons)
-2:15 to 3:00 pm, Breakout Session (locations to be announced))
-3:00 to 3:15 pm, Break (Commons)
-3:15 to 4:15 pm, Plenary Session #4, End of Life (Fellowship Hall)
-4:15 pm to 5:00 pm, Vespers (Sanctuary)
Questions?  Please contact Pr. Ian Pacey at: ipacey@mlchouston.org
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New Elder
My name is Garry Stuhr and I am proud to have been asked to join the
Board of Elders of O.S.L.  and to undertake the responsibilities of that
position.   

A little information about myself:  I was raised on a farm in Waco,
Nebraska, where my family attended St. John Lutheran church and school.
I attended Concordia Lutheran Teachers College in Seward, Nebraska,
where I met my wife Evelyn, with whom we have a son and daughter. In
43 years of church work I served three congregations:  Bethlehem in Sylvan
Grove, Kansas, Bethany Houston and Trinity Spring/Klein.  My duties
included Teacher/Youth Director, Evangelism Director, Principal, Coach,
Athletic Director, DCE and finally as a Parish Administrator where my
responsibilities included: Sunday Schools, Adult Bible Classes, Seniors,
Service and Adult Ministries.  I’m now looking forward to worshiping and serving as a volunteer at O.S.L. 

The Lord’s Blessings, 
Garry A. Stuhr

77014, 77022, 77037, 77038, 77044, 77050, 77060, 77068, 77076, 77090,
77093, 77336, 77338, 77339, 77346, 77357, 77364, 77365, 77371, 77396

Thank you!
Dear Our Savior Family –

We want to express our gratitude for the wonderful
memorial service and lunch your team provided for
the family and loved ones of Steve Fritsche. Everyone
we interacted with was so helpful and pleasant, and
truly made us feel welcome and at home.

We are thankful for you and pray for God’s blessings
on each of you, and best wishes for a joyous
Thanksgiving and Christmas ahead.

Sincerely,
The Fritsche Family

We are so grateful to be back in church with our
Lutheran family! And we want to thank everyone for
their wonderful, abiding prayers for us and especially
for John.

Darcie Wilbanks

To all my OSL Friends:

Many, many thanks to all of you who gave generously
for the Thanksgiving Baskets, part of which some were
brought to me by my elder and his wife. It was a gift
that brightened my days. Thanks to you all so very
much!

Arlene Wottrich

Our daughter, Dorinda Werner, wants the congrega-
tion to know that she is very thankful for all the
prayers offered to God during her surgery and time of
healing. Please join her now in praising God for the
great blessings of healing she has received.  

We also praise God for the loving support of me and
my wife as we have been blessed to wade through some
deep waters successfully recently. God be praised!  

In addition, we were also blessed via the Holy Smokers
who graciously provided one of their deliciously
tasting turkeys. In a sense it is like tasting the Gospel
and out of thankfulness finding it necessary to share
the Good News with everyone, everyday, everywhere.

Grateful,
Dalton and Deanne Noack 

8th Grade Baked Potato
Fundraiser • Sunday, Jan 9th
Please come by after church and Sunday school and
purchase your baked potato lunch to go.  All proceeds
will benefit the OSL 8th grade class
trip to Washington DC in May.
We will have baked potatoes with
all the fixings and brownies boxed
up and ready to eat when you get
home!  Free will donations.
Thank you for your support!
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Memorials and Honors:
Memorials are given in memory of our loved ones for the  glory of God to the “Forward Faithfully Fund,” unless otherwise noted.

STEVE FRITSCHE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Anthony & Julie Fritsche

Mary Fritsche

Dan & Pam Gardner

Alvin Paul & Barbara Grahmann

Gary & Beverly Hintz (Music Ministry)

Larry & Martha Huseman

Jim Nitsch

Doyle & Pam Rabe

DIXIE HAHN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Circle of Grace

DEBBY HOBART  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Alan & Sandy Fritsche

Gary & Beverly Hintz (Music Ministry)

Janice Jolley

Gene & Connie Kunkel (Dominican Republic)

Jeanelle Lee

Christy McKinzie

Lyle & Karen Schmidt

Rob & Loretta Supercinski

EVELYN KLEB  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Anderson Families

J. Mark & Sarah Fanning

Doris Hackemack (Lutherans in Africa)

Paul & Paulette Heidbreder

Janice Jolley

Gene & Connie Kunkel (Dominican Republic)

Della Markert

Sandra McFadyen (Lutherans in Africa – May Family)

Delores Quin & Denise Goehring; Lee & Stephanie

Goehring; Daniel & Kelly Quin & Family

Charles S. Saxe Family

Rob & Loretta Supercinski

Jim & Dorothy Worthing

Roger & Clarissa Worthing

Arlene Wottrich

Bob & Pat Wottrich

Baldwin & Janell Zahn

ED NOBLE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Janice Jolley (Sunday School)

Christy McKinzie

Jim & Dorothy Worthing

ALLISON RANKIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Dan & Linda Greenwood

JIM WORTHING  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Jim Corporron

Alan & Sandy Fritsche

Winarto & Lisa Kay Gunawan

Janice Jolley

Clarence Krause

Darrell & Clarence Krause

Monique Krause

Della Markert

Jim Nitsch

Rob & Loretta Supercinski

HONORARIUMS:

FRITSCHE MISSION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Laura Boyd Gary & Beverly Hintz

Craig & Fenny Valka Night Circle

LUTHERANS IN AFRICA – PR. MAY . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Circle of Grace Craig & Fenny Valka

WOKOMO - AFRICA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Laura Boyd

LFL BABY BLANKET FUND  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Kathy Otter

Membership Changes:
INCOMING - Transfer: Henry & Laura Holeman

Lilian Kathleen Noble was baptized December 5, 2021. 

Online Giving:
When giving through Subsplash, please use the same
email address each time. Subsplash is connected to
Breeze, through one email.
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Thank you to the many people

who helped with the planning,

preparation, and execution of

our Drive-Through Nativity!
PLANNING TEAM:
Pastor Krieg
Debbie Armstrong
Sarah Baughman
Amanda Crabtree
Linda Friedrich
RK Halbert
Diane Kemnitz
James Kriegel
Vickie Nitsch
Rocky Noack
Ed Witt

VOLUNTEER SUPPORT:
Sarah Baughman
Amanda Crabtree
Pastor Krieg
Jennifer Krieg

MEAL/BREAKROOM FOR VOLUNTEERS:
Cindy Blake
Mandy Halbert
Ruth Schmidt

BABYSITTING:
Magdalena Baughman
Amélie Boerger
Naomi Waiser

COSTUMES:
Linda Friedrich
Cindy Gobrogge
Angie Nitsch
Vickie Nitsch

ACTORS/MUSICIANS:
Eden:
Ruben Luna, cherub
Taylor Mushinski, Adam
Lydia Mushinski, Eve

Wise Men:
Gary Schmidt, Balthazar
Eric Fomby, Caspar
Karl Baughman, Melchior
Pablo Garcia, attendant
Eddie Meyer, attendant

Shepherds:
Livy Adams
Eli Allen
Jack Gobrogge
Trip Halbert
Giuliana Krieg
Lily Luna

Nativity:
Carys Rodriguez, Mary
Nathan Fleer, Joseph
Cade Witt, shepherd
Winston Krieg, shepherd

Bethlehem Village:
Julie Azzi
George Baughman
Colleen Crabtree
Holly Crabtree
Jamie Garcia
Kourtney Garcia
William Garcia
Emma Guevara
Stella Halbert
Abi Halbert
Norman Krieg
Bree Lawder
Paige Lawder
Shae Lawder
Eva Nitsch
Heidi Nitsch
Eva Shaw
Joel Shaw
Sam Shaw
Ava Symcox
Noelle Synnott
Rachel Williams
Emily Williams
Sophia Williams

Handbell Choir:
George Boerger
Crystal Copeland
Emily Copeland
Jackie Lowery
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Brass Choir:
Blake Crabtree, trumpet
Julie Hester, trumpet
Robert O’Neill, trumpet
Matthew O’Neill, trumpet
August Baughman, French horn
David Russ, trombone

Angel Choir:
Linda Greenwood
Sandy Leger
Barbara Mushinski
Dean Mushinski
Allie Synnott

String Ensemble:
Jeff Armstrong, harp
Susan Synnott, harp
Annie Thoelke, violin
Emily Thoelke, viola
Nate Russ, cello
Olivia Thoelke, cello

Gethsemane:
Josh Rodriguez, Jesus
Tim Gobrogge, Peter
Michael Lawder, James
Patrick Downie, John
Emma Witt, angel
Amélie Boerger, angel

Resurrection:
Benjamin Witt, Jesus
Kate Thoelke, Mary Magdalene

WELCOME:
Debbie Armstrong
Bruce Blake
Betty Downie
Diane Kemnitz
Jason Kramer
Mary Beth Witt

WELCOME ORNAMENTS:
Chuck Hall
Diane Kemnitz
Rocky Noack

WELCOME BAGS:
Debbie Armstrong
Diane Kemnitz
Jennifer Krieg
NJHS Volunteers:
Anthony Cooper
Colleen Crabtree
Summer Morrissey
Matthew O’Neill
Ava Symcox
Olivia Washington
Abigail White

LIGHTS/SETS/TRAFFIC:
Andy Adams
Tim Gobrogge
RK Halbert
Keith Huber
James Kriegel
Chris Morris
Jason Morris
Rocky Noack
Ryan Petree
Mike Schmidt
Jason Stephens
Ed Witt
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01    Merri Schoppe

02    Noelle Synnott

03    Sophie Adcock
         Ainsley Horn
         Mary Ann Laird
         Heidi Posluszny
         Jim Straker

04    Stu Moehlman

05    Pat Koester
         Riley Soileau
         Geneva Wilson
         Amanda Zorn

06    Glenda Cochran

07    Magdalena Arri
         Olivia Cochran
         Chris Lowery
         Barbara Zoch

08    Abi Halbert

09    Keith Huber
         Brooks McClellan

10    Allison Campbell
         Kevin Clothier
         Julia Russ

11    Patsy Marburger
         Ryan Musgrove

12    David Carter
         Amanda Halbert
         Thelma Johnson
         Debbie White

13    Guy Bender

14    Ethelene Marshall
         Brad Synnott
         Pam Wood
         Wade Wood

15    Valerius Kauffman

16    Laura Fallin
         Kenneth Pietsch

17    John Coon
         Marlene Domann
         Gini Fallin
         Scott Straker

19    Katherine Grant
         Monroe Kasper
         Grace Pollock

20    Jackson Lehr

21    Lisa Demoss
         Ken Seyffert
         Noah Sheriff

22    Christine Weyand

23    Janie Lankford
         Lucas Resendez
         Seth Wilbanks

24    Jimmy Eifert
         Joe Ytuarte

25    Ben Adams
         John Aisenbrey III

26    Patrick Kim
         Lily Luna
         Meghan Mushinski

27    Madison Almaraz
         Jimmy Oberndorfer

28    Stephanie Heefner
         Janice Jolley
         Shirley Soileau

30    Jackie Lowery

Birthdays in

January 

Church
Staff 

Directory
Dr Laurence L White, Senior Pastor

lwhite@osl.cc

Rev Kelly Krieg, Assistant Pastor
kkrieg@osl.cc

Jeff Armstrong, Minister of Music
jarmstrong@oslschool.org

Kate Thoelke, Principal
kthoelke@oslschool.org

Julie Hester, Office Manager
jhester@osl.cc

Barbara Mushinski, Publicist
bmushinski@osl.cc

Sarah Baughman, Office Assistant
sbaughman@osl.cc

Donna Hebert, Accountant
dhebert@osl.cc

Cheryl Straker, School Secretary
cstraker@oslschool.org

Lynette Cherington, ECE Director
lcherington   @oslschool.org

Ed Witt, Maintenance Supervisor 
ewitt@oslschool.org

Worship Sundays at 9:30am
Bible Classes at 8:15 & 10:45am

Church: 713-290-9087
Fax: 713-290-0224
Web: www.OSL.cc

5000 W Tidwell Rd, Houston, TX 77091

School: 713-290-8277
School Fax: 713-290-0850

Church Office Hours:

8:00 am-5:00 pm, Monday-Thursday
8:00 am-4:00 pm, Friday
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Those to Serve in January 2022
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Thanks,

Christy!
We are going to miss
Christy McKinzie as she
retires from OSL. We
thank her for taking such
good care of all our
accounts for the church
and school, and we pray
God blesses her future
with happiness.

Welcome Donna Hebert
as she fills the position!

Greetings OSL families, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace among those with whom He is pleased.” Luke 2:14

We are already looking forward to another great school year and we appreciate this time as we continue to build
our OSL family.  While this first month is for our current OSL families to re-enroll, you may share this
information with your friends and family who would also like to be a part of our amazing community. Open
enrollment begins on February 1.  Tuition for the 2022-2023 academic school year has been set.  Our re-
enrollment opens on January 1, 2022 and we look forward to “signing” our Prekindergarten students as Eagles
into the K-8 school in March and April.  We also look forward to Step-Up Day on January 18 when our scholars
will go to the classroom in the next grade level to meet the teacher and spend some time together in preparation
for their promotion.  Re-enrollment fees have not been raised.  We listened to your feedback and rolled
orientation fees into the price of tuition.  Please note that all sibling discounts remain.

Have a blessed New Years celebration,
Kate Thoelke
Principal
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Church & School
5000 W. Tidwell Rd.
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Serving Families for Jesus Christ

Return Service Requested

**Article entry deadline is January 15 for February’s issue**

Life Sunday
January 23 @ 9:30AM

From oppression and violence
he redeems their life, and

precious is their blood in his sight. 
— Psalm 72:14 ESV


