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COVER ILLUSTRATION – “I Am The First And the Last” by Dr. Rudolf Schäfer presents the 

awesome vision of our Lord Jesus as He revealed himself to the apostle John in the opening 

scene of the Book of Revelation. There Christ was standing amid the seven golden lamps which 

signified the church. Schäfer captures the essence of the vision as Christ upon the cross, 

shedding His precious blood to win forgiveness for the sins of mankind, dominates the entire 

image. Our Lord’s humble entrance into this world as the Babe of Bethlehem is shown in the left 

foreground. A joyful choir of angels proclaims the Christmas gospel above the stable and a 

gleaming star announces the Savior’s birth. In the right foreground stands the empty tomb with 

its resplendent guardian angel so that all might know that Jesus has conquered death for us. The 

beautiful life promise of the rainbow extends from the cross to the open door of the tomb. The 

risen Lord walks in the nearby garden behind the tomb awaiting the arrival of the women. The 

angels ascending from the empty tomb are carrying home the life harvest of God’s people. Over 

all is the extended hand of God the Father surrounded by the countless hosts of heaven, prophets 

and apostles, faithful men and women of God (including Martin Luther), those who have already 

received their share of God’s gracious gift of eternal life. Schäfer painted this masterpiece for 

the altar of the village church in Oberjesigen, Germany. 
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T fxÜä|vx Éy g{tÇ~áz|ä|Çz 
VxÄxuÜtà|Çz ZÉwËá Z|yà Éy XàxÜÇtÄ _|yx YÉÜ 

 

 
 

 

]tÅxá Â]|ÅB]|ÅÅçÊ Xwã|Ç buxÜÇwÉÜyxÜ 
]tÇâtÜç EJ? DLFG „ TÑÜ|Ä DI? ECEE 

 
The death of a Christian has been transformed from tragedy into victory by the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. At the moment of physical death the soul of the believer is safe at home in heaven with their Lord. 

Therefore, it is fitting and proper that those who remain - for a time - here on earth, would gather to celebrate 

God’s gift of life and savor the memories of blessings received through our beloved who now lives with Christ 

in heaven. We affirm the faith in which they lived and through which they have been given eternal life in the 

sanctuary where they received the forgiveness of sins in Word and sacrament. “Praise be to the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”  

(2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 



4 

 

bÑxÇ|Çz [çÅÇ 
Behold a Host, Arrayed in White 

Text: Hans Adolf Brorson; Tune: Norwegian, 17th cent. – “Den Store Hvide Flok”; LSB #676 © 2006 CPH 
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Public domain 
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\ÇäÉvtà|ÉÇ 
 

bÑxÇ|Çz cÜtçxÜá 
 

 

bÄw gxáàtÅxÇà extw|Çz 
Psalm 46:1–11 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

God will help her when morning dawns. 

The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

Come, behold the works of the Lord, how he has brought desolations on the earth. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 

“Be still, and know that I am God. 

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth!” 

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
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XÑ|áàÄx extw|Çz 
1 Corinthians 15:42–49 

[42] So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 

imperishable. [43] It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised 

in power. [44] It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, 

there is also a spiritual body. [45] Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; 

the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. [46] But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, 

and then the spiritual. [47] The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is 

from heaven. [48] As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the 

man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. [49] Just as we have borne the image of the 

man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
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[çÅÇ 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Text: Joachim Neander; Tune: “Lobe Den Herren”; LSB #790 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen Sound from His people again;  

Gladly forever adore Him! 
 

Public domain 
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ZÉáÑxÄ extw|Çz 
St. John 14:1–6 

[1] [Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. [2] In my 

Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 

to myself, that where I am you may be also. [4] And you know the way to where I am going.” 

[5] Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” [6] Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.”  

 

 

fxÜÅÉÇ [çÅÇ 
I’m But a Stranger Here 

Text: Thomas R. Taylor; Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan – “Heaven Is My Home”; LSB #748 © 2006 CPH 
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fxÜÅÉÇ 
There is no more poignant or powerful opportunity for the proclamation of the Biblical message of Law and Gospel than 

the moments in which Christians celebrate the home-going of a loved one to eternal life in the mansions of heaven. The 

funeral sermon is designed to declare that wondrous Gospel and to set before all present this day the truth that every 

believer is a sinner saved by grace alone. Salvation cannot be earned. It can only be given as a free gift by the God whose 

love for us moved Him to give His only Son to die in our place upon the cross so that we might live with Him forever. 

 

`âá|v 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 

By J. S. Bach 

Jeff Armstrong, organ 

 

bu|àâtÜç 

cÜtçxÜá 

g{x _ÉÜwËá cÜtçxÜ 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

UxÇxw|và|ÉÇ 
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VÄÉá|Çz [çÅÇ 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

Text & Tune: Martin Luther – “Ein’ Feste Burg”; TLH #262 © 1941 CPH 

 
 

fÉÄ| WxÉ ZÄÉÜ|t 
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James (Jim/Jimmy) Edwin 
Oberndorfer 

 

Jimmy Oberndorfer, 88, joined the heavenly choir on April 16, 2022, 

in the Spring Cypress Senior Living Center in Cypress, TX. He was 

born on January 27, 1934, in Harlingen, TX, to Ethel Boyer 

Oberndorfer and Arnold Edwin Oberndorfer. Jimmy was baptized 

March 11, 1934, in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Harlingen, TX. The 

Oberndorfer family moved to Houston, TX, when Jimmy was 10 years 

old. He was confirmed March 21, 1948, at Trinity Lutheran Church & 

School by the Rev. Oliver Harms. Jimmy graduated from Trinity 

Lutheran School on May 30, 1948, and graduated from Lamar High 

School on May 29, 1952. Jim attended Texas A&M in the class of 

1956, where he was a member of the Corps and Singing Cadets. He 

also attended the University of Houston where he continued his studies in Industrial Engineering. 

Jim met Thelma Synatschk on a Walther League trip in 1955. Jim and Thelma were married on August 

23, 1958 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Houston by Jim’s uncle, Rev. Martin Oberndorfer. They were 

blessed with three children - Doris Claire, Helen, and James (Buddy). 

After spending 35 years in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, Jim and Thelma returned to Houston where they 

became members of Our Savior Lutheran Church. Jim enjoyed faithfully serving as an elder and head 

usher for many years. 

At the age of five, Jim played the fiddle at church and that sparked his lifelong love of music. Jim 

enjoyed classical music and traditional hymns, and he sang in the Houston Lutheran Chorale for 12 

years while commuting from Colleyville. 

Jim & Thelma traveled together frequently. They took multiple trips to Europe, including Germany, 

Austria, Czech Republic, France, Italy, and many other stops in between. During these trips Jim built 

an extensive collection of beer steins which he proudly and prominently displayed in his home. 

When he wasn’t traveling, Jim was an avid gardener and landscaper and could often be found working 

in his yard. He was a Harris County Master Gardener with a love for Plumerias. He enjoyed sharing 

plants with friends, family and neighbors. 

Jim was preceded in death by his parents Arnold & Ethel Oberndorfer, his sister Doris Aileen Schmidt 

and her husband Paul Walter Schmidt. 

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Thelma Oberndorfer, his children: Doris Claire Theiss & husband 

David, Helen Ruth Landry, and James Arnold Oberndorfer; his grandchildren: Edwin Paul Landry, 

Andrew Carl Landry, Jacob David Theiss, and Anna Marie Theiss; his great-grandchildren: Luke Paul 

Landry and James Jacob Theiss; his nieces and nephews: David Schmidt, Don Schmidt, Felicia Battle, 

and their families; along with numerous other cousins and cherished friends. 

Pallbearers: Bob Wottrich, Gene Kunkel, Don Schmidt, Jacob Theiss, Andrew Landry, Rick Kraus 

 

In Lieu of flowers please send memorial donations to Our Savior Lutheran School. 


