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To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message 
to joel.fritsche@lcmsintl.org with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in 
the subject line.

SERVING THE LORD IN 

THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
NEWS FROM THE FRITSCHE FAMILY

joel.fritsche@lcms.org Pueblo Nuevo Happenings!
It is summer time and the family and I 
are in St. Louis, Missouri.  We have 
embarked on a somewhat quiet home 
service.  Being on the (hopefully) near 
end of the pandemic, we planned a small 
number of visits without going full force 
into travel mode.  Let me get you caught 
up on the last few months. 

At Pueblo Nuevo attendance has 
stabilized for Divine Service.  Our 
deaconess students are very active, 
having completed two courses since last 
fall and already into a third one.  Clarion 
has been along for the ride on that, even 
as she works hard to complete her own 
deaconess studies at the seminary in Ft. 
Wayne. We have gotten fully back into 
our visitation routine in Pueblo Nuevo. 
We have a superb team of evangelists 
hitting the pavement twice a week to 
take the Gospel to the doorsteps of 
family, friends and neighbors of our 
Dominican church members. 

Seminarians Hector and Carlos each led 
an evangelistic Bible study series in two 
different areas of the Pueblo Nuevo 
community.  One was outside a 
member’s home where numerous 
women gather daily in the afternoon 
under the shade of a tree to visit. The 
second was in the home of a recent 
contact we made through another church 
member. The next step is to continue 
visiting these folks and working toward 
catechism classes and active church 
participation. I am excited to see how 
this goes during the summer.  By August 
or September we could have a nice sized 
new catechism class. Please pray that the 
Lord would bless these evangelistic 
efforts on the part of our team. 

On Sunday mornings we have begun a 
new Bible study in the church following 
the Divine Service.  We are studying Dr. 
Daniel Preus’ book “Why am I a 
Lutheran?”  It is a nice refresher for 

newer and older members alike to 
rejoice in our Lutheran teachings, to 
know what we believe and why we 
believe it. 

This year, despite curfews and some 
minor covid restrictions we were finally 
able to celebrate Holy Week and Easter 
services in the church.  We moved into 
our present location in Pueblo Nuevo on 
May 6, 2019. Last year for Holy Week 
and Easter we could only gather 
virtually. It was wonderful to be together 
to shout “Christ is risen! Alleluia” this 
Easter.  We have made it a point to 
continue this joyous paschal greeting 
throughout these weeks of Easter. 

Things are opening up in the DR as 
more and more people are getting 
vaccinated. Most of our students are 
sticking around this summer and, 
alongside various pastors and Deaconess 
Caitlin, will keep things moving forward 
in our absence. It is not easy to leave the 
field for 2 months, but we rejoice to see 
many of you, our supporters, while 
stateside.  Please keep us and the PN 
church in your prayers in the months 
ahead.  It is not easy to leave our work, 
nor is it easy for a mission congregation 
to be without her pastor for so long. 

Thank you for your continued prayers 
and support for our work in the DR!

Coat of Arms from the flag of the 
Dominican Republic

NEW OPPORTUNITY!!!
Missions Unpacked for Kids 

Check it out…https://
calendar.lcms.org/event/missions-

unpacked-for-kids/

HOME SERVICE DATES
June 18
St. Paul LCMS - Ida Grova, IA

June 19
Mission Central - Mapleton, IA

June 20
Pacific Hills LCMS - Omaha, NE

June 26-27
St. Paul LCMS - Hamel, IL

July 4
Hope LCMS - Winnie, TX
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Another school year in the books at the seminary!
Last time I wrote you we were 
beginning seminary classes in the Fall. 
Now we recently crossed the finish line 
for the current academic year. Last Fall 
we were in and out of the classroom, 
bouncing between in-person and virtual 
classes. Covid was not necessarily the 
main reason, although we had one or 
two quarantine periods from close 
brushes with the virus.  The bigger 
issue was a problem with our solar 
panel system that needed a major 
repair/update. Thankfully, through 
generous donations from many of you, 
our seminary supporters, we were able 
to upgrade the system and as of March 
2021 we were back to dependable daily 
power on the campus and back in 
classrooms and offices. 

Last November I spent Thanksgiving in 
Bolivia.  Two of our 2019 Bolivian 
graduates were finally ordained into the 
Office of the Holy Ministry. Pastor Ted 
Krey and I were able to attend. It also 
gave us opportunity to attend meetings 
with the leadership of the Iglesia 
Cristiana Evangélica Luterana (ICEL) 
of Bolivia and talk about ways to 
collaborate in theological education.  
We have had at least five graduates 
from Bolivia and now three current 
students. Our faculty spent several 
months teaching all of their pastors on 
Zoom in the areas of call, ordination, 
and order in the church. One of our 
goals is to help our partner churches 
establish an official process for 
examining, calling and ordaining their 
pastors.  It was a true joy to spend 
several days with them and rejoice in 
the ordination of two faithful men of 
God. To God be the glory! 

Thanks be to God, our students are 
hitting the pavement again for visits 
alongside us, their pastors/professors.  
Covid hampered our emphasis on 
visitations for a short time.  Visiting our 
people and meeting new people became 
even more important post-pandemic as 
we labored diligently in all of our 
missions to gather in the scattered 
sheep.  While a pandemic is NOT a 
welcomed thing, it has been a 
tremendous learning experience for us 
and for our students of the importance 
of in-person worship and pastoral care 
and evangelism through visitation. 

Every year we host a theological 
symposia.  Our first two years these 
were in-person events.  Last year we 
learned how to do it virtually.  That 
helped us this year to offer our fourth 
theological symposia.  The theme this 
year was “Life and Sexuality: Pastoral 
Care and the Public Voice of the 
Church.”  Our goal is to help our 
students and partner churched prepare 
for the onslaught of challenges in the 
area of life and sexuality that the 
church here in the states is already 
confronting.  These issues are relevant 
to Latin America, but are only 
beginning to impact our partner 

churches.  Helping pastor and people 
think through these issues theologically 
and pastorally will be a great blessing 
to them as the devil widens his attack 
against Christ’s church, which he is 
most certainly doing. The four weeks 
prior to symposia we offered two on-
line intensive courses to our Latin 
American churches.  In total, we had 
about 75 participants in the two courses 
and nearly 200 participants in the 

symposia.  Our goal is not only to serve 
our partner churches by providing 
ministry formation, but to gather as 
many people as we can around our 
faithful Lutheran confession for 
reflection and learning and to 
strengthen the bonds of fellowship for 
the churches in our region. 

All that being said, we did rejoice to 
graduate eight more men this past May 
30, most of whom are already ordained 
and serving congregations in their 
home countries.  Please pray for these 
men and their churches as they boldly 
proclaim Christ Jesus crucified and 
risen. 

As I bring our seminary news to a 
close, I would like to thank missionary 
Cindy Pine for her work and dedication 
as project manager for our library 
project and our soccer field project.  
Most of you know we have been 
working for more than two years to 
have a full service theological library 
for our students and for the pastors and 
people of our region.  It has been a 
slow process with numerous setbacks.  
These past nine months or so Cindy has 
vigorously driven this project forward. 
We are awaiting our latest shipment of 
books and shelves.  Furnishings are 
getting in place.  Cindy leaves the field, 
ending her service in July.  Thank you 
Cindy!  I look forward to reporting on 
the dedication of our library in 
September 2021.   

Pastor Joel Fritsche

Ordination of two new Bolivian
Lutheran pastors.

Seminarians Jeancarlos & Rafael
helping with the symposia

A visit from LCMS President
Matthew Harrison in March 2021
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
• Seminary graduate Mario

Sánchez (Spain), who will be
ordained on Sunday, Oct. 10.

• Seminary graduate Rudy 
Carbajal (Guatemala), whose 
ordination date was 
postponed from May due to 
the pandemic.

• Seminary graduate Elvis 
Carrera (Peru), ordination 
date pending.

• Missionaries Danelle and 
Carlos Schumann as Carlos 
recovers from serious health 
concerns.

• Missionaries who are 
traveling this summer.

• Seminarians Hector and 
Carlos as they labor 
diligently in Pueblo Nuevo 
this summer.

• Missionary Cindy Pine as 
she concludes her 
missionary service in July.

• Our IN-PERSON FORO, 
scheduled for September 
9-13, 2021 in Santiago

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
• The eight men who

graduated from Concordia
Seminary in May 2021.

PRAISE GOD FOR: 
• New opportunities to bring

the Gospel of Christ to
people in the Dominican
Republic and beyond.

We are blessed to be serving our Lord in the 
Dominican Republic. The Lord is blessing the 
preaching of His Word and the administration 
of His sacraments. We are grateful for your 
partnership in this work. God bless you all! 

In Christ, 

Rev. Joel & Clarion Fritsche 
Viktor, Max and Andrei

There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.”

To support the LCMS through the work 
of Joel & Clarion Fritsche, you may 
send a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861   or

Mission Central
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA  51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Support of Rev. Joel Fritsche.” Gifts 
can also be given securely online 
through the LCMS website, on my 
online giving page at lcms.org/fritsche.

Updates from the Deaconess!
Yes, you heard 
right!  Deaconess 
Clarion Fritsche 
here, writing to 
you about the 
latest happenings 
of the Fritsche 
family.  
I was so blessed 
to be able to walk 
in the graduation 

ceremony at Concordia Seminary, 
Ft.Wayne in May.  I only need to finish 
two classes in July and I will be 
officially done with the distance 
deaconess program.  I am excited to 
already be helping write a course on the 
Old Testament for the deaconess 
students of Latin America.   
I am also excited to be on home service 
and able to visit the many churches and 
people that support us.  It is such a 
blessing to see you all and share about 
our work in the D.R.  You all are a vital 
part of our ministry and we truly 
appreciate all you do to support us.   
It is a joy and challenge to travel and 
spend this time in the US as a family.  
We are delighted to have Sergei with us 
for the summer.  The boys are truly 
enjoying being together again.  
Viktor will begin his senior year of high 
school with Wittenberg Academy this 
year.  He is looking forward to getting 

together with his classmates in April for 
a celebration.  He is also looking 
forward to what comes after high 
school.  He is investigating options with 
the Air Force and excited about where 
that might lead.   
Max is thoroughly enjoying summer and 
being pampered by Mom and Pop. ;). 
He had a great Freshman year and is 
looking forward to another busy year at 
St. Pauls Lutheran High School in 
Concordia, Missouri. He will continue 
with the choir and participate in soccer 
and wrestling.  
Andrei is our energizer bunny who is 
always up for adventure.  He has had a 
blast getting to know new people and 
having a lot of fun experiences this 
summer.  He just finished 5th grade and 
will move onto middle school next year 
with some classes with Wittenberg 
Academy.  Until next time, Abrazos!

Clarion

Vik, Max and Andrei 
Fritsche - May 2021

Pastor Joel and Clarion at her 
graduation in Ft. Wayne May 2021
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THE LAST FEW MONTHS IN PICTURES
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