“Ascension” by John Singleton Copley in 1775

Our Savior Lutheran Church

A Festival Service of Rejoicing & Anticipation
on the Occasion of the

Feast of the Ascension of
Our Lord Jesus Christ
Order of Matins
In Nomine Jesu

Preservice Music
Ringing of the Bells
Prelude
Lasset Uns Erfreuen
By J. Scott

Greetings & Announcements
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(Stand)

Processional Hymn
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
Text: Bede; Tune: setting: Ralph Vaughan Williams – “Lasst Uns Erfreuen”; LSB #493 © 2006 CPH

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008. Public domain
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Versicles
P O Lord, open thou my lips,

(Psalm 51:15)

C And my mouth shall show forth thy praise.
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

C Make haste to help

me,

(Psalm 70:1)

O

Lord.
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Invitatory
P

Oh, come, let us worship the Lord:

(Psalm 95:6)

Venite Exultemus Domino
(Psalm 95:1-7)
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Psalmody
“Ascendit Deus in Jubilatione”
(Intoned by Laetare; Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5)

God has gone up | with a shout,*
the Lord with the sound of a | trumpet.
The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at my | right hand,*
until I make your enemies your | footstool.”
The Lord has sworn and will not | change his mind,*
“You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek.”
The Lord is at your | right hand;*
he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
God has gone up | with a shout,*
the Lord with the sound of a | trumpet.
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(Be Seated)

Hymn of the Day
Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise
Text: Charles Wesley; Tune: French melody – “Orientis Partibus”; TLH #213 © 1941 CPH
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First Reading
Acts 1:1–11
[1] In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that
Jesus began to do and teach, [2] until the day when he was
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles whom he had chosen. [3] To them he presented
himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God. [4] And while staying with them he ordered them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; [5] for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.” [6] So when they had come
together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore
the kingdom to Israel?” [7] He said to them, “It is not for you
to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own
authority. [8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
[9] And when he had said these things, as they were looking
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
[10] And while they were gazing into heaven as he went,
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, [11] and said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
P

But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.

C

Thanks

be to Thee, O Lord.
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With the resurrection of our
Lord the world learned that he
was victor over death and all
the forces of evil. His ascension
to the “right hand” of God
proclaims that he rules over all,
and that the whole world is in
his gracious and “wounded”
hands. The promise that he will
come again as the disciples saw
him ascend is the assurance
that when the time is right he
will bring all things to himself
in his “new” kingdom.

Ministry of Music
I Lift Up My Eyes to the Hills
Based on Psalm 121; Music by Paul Bouman © 1989 Boosey & Hawkes, Inc.

Laudate Choir
I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved, He will not let your foot be moved, not be moved, and he,
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep;
The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand,
so that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall keep you safe.
The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth for evermore.

Epistle Reading
Ephesians 1:15–23
[15] For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the The implications of Jesus’
Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, [16] I do not ascension are so far reaching
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, and of such profound
[17] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, significance that they are
may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the difficult to imagine, much less
knowledge of him, [18] having the eyes of your hearts believe. They are so important
not only for our future, but
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has even for the way we look at
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the and live in the present that
saints, [19] and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power Paul prays the Ephesian
toward us who believe, according to the working of his great Christians will begin to come
might [20] that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the to an understanding that will
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, affect their lives. That is our
prayer this day also.
[21] far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also
in the one to come. [22] And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all
things to the church, [23] which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
P

C

But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.

Thanks

be to

Thee, O Lord.
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(Stand)

Gospel Reading
St. Luke 24:44–53
[44] Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke Before he left them, the Lord
to you while I was still with you, that everything written helped his disciples come to a
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the deeper understanding of who he
Psalms must be fulfilled.” [45] Then he opened their minds was and what he meant to them
to understand the Scriptures, [46] and said to them, “Thus it and to the whole creation. Little
is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day did they know after he left them
and they returned to Jerusalem
rise from the dead, [47] and that repentance and forgiveness what a great part they would play
of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, in his future working in the world.
beginning from Jerusalem. [48] You are witnesses of these Had they known then, they would
things. [49] And behold, I am sending the promise of my have rejoiced all the more. We do
Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed know, and rejoice greatly.
with power from on high.” [50] Then he led them out as far
as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. [51] While he blessed them, he parted
from them and was carried up into heaven. [52] And they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, [53] and were continually in the temple blessing God.
P But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.

C

Thanks

be to Thee, O Lord.
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(Be Seated; the Children May Gather in Front of the Altar at This Time)

Children’s Hymn
Seek Ye First
Text & Tune: Karen Lafferty – “Seek Ye First”; LSB #712 © 2006 CPH

© 1972 Maranatha! Music; admin. Music Services (ASCAP). Used by permission.

Children’s Sermon
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Sermon Hymn
On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build
Text: Josua Wegelin; Tune: Wittenberg, 1524 – “Nun Freut Euch”; LSB #492 © 2006 CPH

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008.
Public domain

(Stand for Text)

Sermon
Text: St. Luke 24:44–53
“Going Up!”
(Stand)

Votum
12

Offertory
(Psalm 51:10-12)

Offering Prayer
(Be Seated)

Offering
Voluntary
Orientis Partibus
Carillon Ringers
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(Stand)

Canticle
Up through Endless Ranks of Angels
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda; Tune: Henry V. Gerike – “Ascended Triumph”; LSB #491 © 2006 CPH

© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008.
© 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011008.
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Kyrie
(St. Mark 10:47)

Lord’s Prayer
(St. Matthew 6:9-13)

C

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom And the power and the glory, Forever
and ever. Amen

Salutation
(2 Timothy 4:22)

P

The Lord be with you.

C

And

with thy spir

-

it.

Intercessory Prayer
P
C

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Benedicamus
(Psalm 103:1)

P

Let us bless the Lord.

Benediction
(2 Corinthians 13:14)

P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Ghost be with you all.

Acknowledgments: Matins from The Lutheran Hymnal © 1941 & Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission. Scripture
quotation is from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. All Rights Reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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Closing Hymn
Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious
Text: Thomas Kelly; Tune: William Owen – “Bryn Calfaria”; LSB #495 © 2006 CPH

Postlude
Bryn Calfaria
By M. Burkhardt
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Welcome

Dr. Laurence L. White, Senior Pastor
Rev. Kelly Krieg, Assistant Pastor
Jeff Armstrong, Minister of Music
Lance Gerard, Principal
5000 W. Tidwell Rd, Houston, Texas 77091

Church: 713-290-9087 • School: 713-290-8277 • Email: church@osl.cc • Web: www.osl.cc

Volume LXXIV

May 16, 2021

Number 20

Enter reverently, meditate quietly, worship sincerely, serve Christ faithfully.
It is our heartfelt prayer that all who worships here this day may encounter the love of our Savior.
According to His promise, He is here today reaching out to us in love through Word and Sacrament. If
you are seeking a church home we hope that you have found it here so that we may rejoice in serving
the Lord together. If we can be of service to you or your family in any way please do not hesitate to ask.
PRAYER OF THE DAY: Strong Deliverer, righteousness and justice are the foundation of your
throne; your lightnings lighten the world, the earth sees them and trembles. Mountains melt like wax
before you; Zion hears and is glad because of your judgments. We shall put aside our worship of vain
images and cease our boasting of worthless idols. You are God who in Christ came to redeem us; we
rejoice and give thanks to your holy name. Amen.
ATTENDANCE CARDS – MEMBERS (yellow) & VISITORS (blue), remember to fill out an
attendance card listing all in attendance for your family. Please note any changes, otherwise you do not
have to fill in the address information each week. It is appreciated if first-time visitors would include
their address and phone number. Email and work numbers are helpful for inner-office needs. By filling
out a card, your attendance and communing is recorded, and your comments are addressed. It is not
necessary to indicate common or individual cup. Place cards in the offering plate or give to
an usher on your way out. Thanks!
 The Cry-Room and the four row spans directly in front of it are reserved for
parents with small children. Thank you.
 Hearing devices are available from the ushers if you need this assistance.
HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated next on Sunday, May
23, at 9:30 AM. “Let a man examine himself before he eats of the
bread and drinks of the cup.” 1 Corinthians 11:28
The Word of God teaches that the bread and wine of the Sacrament
are the true Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. This precious gift of God’s grace is to be received
in a sense of reverent awe after careful self-examination. The Bible defines that self-examination as a
personal recognition of the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the Sacrament, and a repentant
acknowledgment of my own sinfulness recognizing my absolute dependence upon Christ as the only
source of forgiveness for my sin. Scripture further instructs that our participation in Christ’s Body and
Blood together is the most profound and powerful way for Christians to acknowledge their unity in the
faith. That is to say, when we share in the Body and Blood of Jesus at this altar, we are thereby
indicating our common commitment to all of the doctrines of God’s Word as they are taught in this
congregation. Because of these Biblical convictions, we respectfully request that visitors, who wish to
join us in receiving the Body and Blood of Christ and thereby identify with our confession of Bible
truth, speak with one of our pastors before attending the Lord’s Supper.
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Get Your Sermons on the OSL App…

CDs of sermons are available
for $2 each. You may also
request past sermons and
special services. SERMON VIDEOS are on our app or website at www.OSL.cc (click the SERMONS button).

Adult Bible Classes & Sunday School Options for All:
8:15 AM
Genesis: The Beginning of All Things – A study of Creation in Scripture, chapters 1-11 (Pastor White - Bible
Class Room)
10:45 AM
Thru the Bible in One Year – A Personal Commitment to the Faithful Study of the Word of God: We will
continue our study on the Scripture readings the congregation is working on together this year. (Pastor White Bible Class Room)
Lutheran Confessions: Our Lutheran Confessions were developed out of a genuine concern with false teachings
obscuring the glory and merit of our Savior. These unconditional affirmations are as understandable and poignant
today as when they were written. Learn their history and development, as well as their relevance in the daily life of
a Christian. Through discussion, you will see how others are asking the same questions and how Scripture offers
solid, reliable answers. (James Kriegel, C101)
Bethel Bible Series: “Proverbs” – The Bethel Class will now begin the study of the Book of Proverbs. Proverbs is
a much-loved book of wisdom whose guidance has practical application to lives in every age. In our study of
Proverbs, we will direct our attention to prerequisites to happiness. Good human relationships are indispensable to
a happy life! What must we do then to be on amiable terms with those who live about us? It is to that question to
which our study shall be addressed. (Herb Peterson, C102)
Women’s Bible Study: We are diving into the first half of Nehemiah, using Donna Pyle’s study Perseverance
from CPH; we will be looking at the words of Scripture that guide us to persevere in the face of life’s challenges.
(Family Room, Church)
Applying Scripture to Current Events: This class for young adults will focus on today’s headlines and current
events and discuss these topics in light of scripture and how the verses covered each week apply to everyday life.
(Adam White, C106)
The Early Church: The history of the first four centuries of the early Church, exploring how God guided and
sustained the first Christians, and what it means for us today. (Karl Baughman, Cafeteria)
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETS AS LISTED –
High School - Youth Room
8th Grade Confirmation – C105
6th - 7th Grade – C103

4th - 5th Grade – C113
3rd Grade – C116
1st - 2nd Grade – C115
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Kindergarten – B107
3 & 4 yrs – B108
18 mos. – 3 yrs – B111

The flowers are given to the glory of God by the Altar Guild.
The FLOWER CHART is available to sponsor the church flowers for your special
occasions! Each flower arrangement is $45. You will find the flower clipboard on the
hutch in the narthex. Remember to write a “W” if you want the flowers, or “S” to send
them to the sick. Thank you!
UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION: Remember to log in to your Breeze account, and
make sure all your contact information is correct – phone numbers, address, email
accounts, etc. You can even add your own PHOTO. Call the church office if you
need help: 713-290-9087.
WEEKLY MEN’S BIBLE STUDY – We are studying the book of Acts. All men are invited on
Wednesday mornings in the Bible Class Room, at 6:30-7:30 a.m. Contact Channing Wood at
channing@toddyblends.com.
PASTOR WHITE’s WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS is from 10:00-12:00, and we are
studying Romans, Chief Part of the New Testament and the Very Purest Gospel. Make Bible study a
regular part of your schedule every week. Food and fellowship provided of course!
We are seeking to fill some part time teaching positions in our Early Childhood program. We
would prefer these individuals be Lutheran with teaching degrees in early childhood education;
however, we make exceptions for qualified individuals. If interested, please contact Lynette Cherington
at lcherington@oslschool.org or 713-290-8277.
Any Job Openings? John Thoelke (Principal Thoelke’s husband) is starting a job
search for when they move to Houston. John is currently a Finance Director with
extensive non-profit and government accounting experience for St. Charles
County, Missouri. For the last 21 years he has overseen funding and grants to
agencies that support individuals with developmental disabilities. If you know of
any local leads regarding John’s search and resume, please contact Norman Adams:
nadams@adamsins.com, (713) 826-1289, or Ryan Petree: rnpetree@gmail.com, (713) 202-2663, for
more information. We pray someone in the OSL community has the right connection to open a
door for John. Thank you!

Baby Bottle Boomerang is Back! LWML Night Circle is sponsoring a Baby Bottle
Boomerang from Mothers Day to Fathers Day this year, with your contributions to the Big Blue
Bus Project. Help save babies from abortions as the Big Blue Bus helps mothers in need from
our community by collecting your spare change for our Baby Bottle Boomerang. Prepared bottles will
be in the narthex beginning May 9 thru June 20th. Checks made out to OSL are also welcome with
“OSL Night Circle” in the memo. Thanks for your support!
Calling All Graduates! Any graduates in your household? In our June newsletter it is
tradition to celebrate our high school and college graduates. Information to include
would be: graduate’s name, school’s name, type of college degree, awards, special
accomplishments, and future plans (accepted to a college, joining the military, hired by
a company, etc.) Send your information to Barbara in the church office at: bmushinski@osl.cc.
Deadline is Monday, May 17.
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OSL Summer Basketball Anyone interested in playing in the OSL Summer Basketball League should
contact Jimmy Eifert at jeifert@oslschool.org. Games are on Thursday nights and the league runs from
the beginning of June to mid-August. Anyone high school age or older is eligible.
LOOKING for an older, reliable, low-milage CAR or TRUCK for SALE.
Contact Karen Swannie at 281-979-4600. Thanks!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - The audio-visual ministries are looking for operators. If you would like to
learn from a “hands on” perspective, call 713-290-9087, and leave your name and number, and we will
contact you. No experience needed.
Name Tags upon request. Simply express the way you want to have your name appear and give your
place of birth to Debbie in the church office, 713-290-9087 ext. 202, or dlazarine@osl.cc.
STAMPS – Cheerful Helpers are collecting stamps trimmed to ¼". Please put them in the mailbox in
Pastor White’s Bible Class Room. – Sandi Hall, Human Care Chairman.
RECYCLE Cans & Paper in east bins.
BOX TOPS for Education – Please place the trimmed box tops in an envelope marked for the school
on the narthex table.
Greeting Cards are available in the Bible Class Room. Each box is $6 or $7. Make checks payable to
Circle of Grace.
AMAZON SMILE & OSL – Now enjoy everything Amazon offers while supporting OSL School.
Amazon will donate .5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Our Savior Lutheran
School. How? Visit Smile.Amazon.com, search “Our Savior Lutheran Church and School, Houston”
and select us as your preferred charity. Who knew supporting your school could be so easy?
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM — Please make sure your account has our new NPO
account number, XB926. Log in to your account at Kroger.com, place the cursor on the Savings &
Rewards link at the top left-hand side, and click on Kroger Community Rewards. Choose the “View
Details” button under “I’m a Customer”. Verify that the Organization Number is XB926. You should
also see “You are contributing to Our Savior Lutheran School” at the bottom of your grocery receipt.
We thank everyone for their continued support.
MEASURE OF DEVOTION: Last Sunday, we had 380 people in attendance (last year covid), 1000
viewed our service online.
Our Ministry Challenge
Tithes & Offerings for last week ................................................................................................ $
19,140.00
Tithes & Offerings to date – week 19 ........................................................................................ $ 607,970.63
Tithes & Offerings needed each week ........................................................................................ $
35,365.00
Tithes & Offerings needed to date – week 19 ........................................................................... $ 671,935.00
General Fund Income to date ...................................................................................................... $ 1,313,176.51
Special Contributions to date ...................................................................................................... $
55,751.08
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the
Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing
that you will not have room enough for it.” Malachi 3:10

Please use your assigned envelopes which are mailed to you, and have your number on them.
That way we can be sure you are properly credited for ALL your contributions. Thank You!
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OSL at a Glance
Sunday, May 16, 2021
Event
Bible Class
Matins
Sunday School
Lance Gerard Retirement Reception
Cantate Practice-Choir Room

Time
8:15 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
12:00 AM
12:00 PM

Tuesday, May 18, 2021
Trustees
Scouts Sanctuary tour
Elders mtg-BC
Night Circle-FR

6:30 PM
6:45 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Wednesday, May 19, 2021
Men’s Bible Study-BC
Bible Class-BC
Bulletin Deadline

6:30 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM

Bible Class Room
Bible Class Room

Thursday, May 20, 2021
Prayer Request printing deadline
Evangelism Meeting - BC
Carillon Ringers
Jubilate Choir
Lutheran Confessions Bible Study Group

3:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Church office
Bible Class Room
Choir Loft
Choir Loft
Bible Class Room

Friday, May 21, 2021
Young at Heart-BC

12:00 PM

Bible Class Room

Saturday, May 22, 2021
Fellowship BINGO Night

6:00 PM

School Cafeteria

Sunday, May 23, 2021
Bible Class
Communion-Fritsche Mission Sunday
Fritsche Mission Presentation - BC
Sunday School
Laudate Choir

8:15 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
10:45 AM
12:00 PM

Bible Class Room
Church & online
Bible class Room

Location
Bible Class Room
Church & online
School Cafeteria
Music Room

Bible Class Room
Family Room

School Music Room

Don’t forget to tithe!
Want to contribute with your phone or computer? Use Subsplash! It is free in the App Store. No monthly fee -No set up
fee -No hidden fees -Lowest processing rates that continue to drop as your giving increases. All credit and debit cards
(including AMEX) are processed at 2.3% + .30 cents per transaction. All ACH donations are 1% with no cents. There is
also a “GIVE” link at the top of our website: www.OSL.cc
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Those To Serve:
Today, Sunday, May 16, at 9:30 AM~ Ascension Day
Bruce Blake / John Wilbanks / Bo Guevara / Aaron White
Downie Team
Whiting
Gavin Team
Nathan Russ / Solomon Waiser / Mathew O'Neill / Heidi
Nitsch / Jacob Pampell
ALTAR GLD: _
COMM. ASST: _

Next Sunday, May 23, at 9:30 AM ~ Pentecost
Bruce Blake / John Wilbanks / Bo Guevara / Aaron White
Gobrogge Team
Witt
Gerard Team
Ava Symcox / Patrick Downie / Lance Holman / Abigail
White / Toni Willis
Diana Stephens Team
Bruce Blake / John Wilbanks / Bo Guevara / Brad Whiting /
Aaron White
EVANGELISM: Team 4 Karl
Team 5 Al
MUSIC:
Laudate Choir / Carillon Ringers
Jubilate Choir
VIDEO:
Amélie Boerger / Chad Greenwood / Mitchell Stephens / Aiden Sullivan / Adam White / Christian White

ELDERS:
USHERS:
SOUND:
CARTS:
ACOLYTES:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Lion of Judah is an
OSL VBS Experience for all ages!
Join us for 3 Summer nights of faith, family, and fun
exploring King David!
Monday, June 14 – Wednesday, June 16, 2021
5:30 PM - 8:30 PM.
Register: www.facebook/oursaviorlutheranchurch
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We are collecting a Love Offering for our principal, Mr. Gerard, in honor of his retirement. Please
send your Love Offering to either the school office or church office, or place it in the offering plate.
Make sure to designate your offering for Mr. Gerard. Thank you for your support of this endeavor as
we honor Mr. Gerard’s many years of service at Our Savior.
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