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In Nomine Jesu 

 
Preservice Music 

 

The Service of Light 
The service begins with a procession.  

The congregation shall rise at Pastor’s invitation and turn to face the processional cross.  
The liturgy of the Service of Light shall be intoned responsively. 

 
L In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The 
light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  (St. John 1:1-5) 
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Phos Hilaron 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
L We praise and thank You, O God, for You are without beginning and without end. 

Through Christ You are the creator and preserver of the whole world; but above all, You 
are His God and Father, the giver of the Spirit, and the ruler of all that is, seen and 
unseen. You made the day for the works of light and the night for the refreshment of our 
weakness. O loving Lord and source of all that is good, mercifully accept our evening 
sacrifice of praise. As You have conducted us through the day and brought us to night’s 
beginning, keep us now in Christ; grant us a peaceful evening and a night free from sin; 
and at the end bring us to everlasting life through Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory, 
honor, and power to You in the Holy Spirit now and always and forever and ever. 

 
(Be Seated) 

Psalmody - Psalm 141 
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Psalm Prayer 

 
P Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with 
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 

Psalm 85:1-4, 8-9 
(Intoned by Pastor, with Congregation joining on the Gloria Patri) 

 
Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 

that glory may dwell | in our land. 
LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 
You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

you covered | all their sin.  
You withdrew | all your wrath;* 

you turned from your hot | anger. 
Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* 

and put away your indignation | toward us! 
Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
     and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 

that glory may dwell | in our land. 
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Office Hymn 

The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns  
Text: John Brownlie; Tune: “Consolation”; LSB #348 © 2006 CPH 

 

 
 

 
Readings from Holy Scripture 

Malachi 4:1–6 
[1] “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 
will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will 
leave them neither root nor branch. [2] But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness 
shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. [3] And 
you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day 
when I act, says the Lord of hosts. [4] “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and 
just decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. [5] “Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. [6] And he will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land 
with a decree of utter destruction.” 
 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word) 
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St. Matthew 3:1–12 
[1] In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, [2] “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” [3] For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when 
he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths 
straight.’” [4] Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. [5] Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the 
Jordan were going out to him, [6] and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. [7] But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? [8] Bear fruit in 
keeping with repentance. [9] And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. [10] Even 
now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. [11] “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. [12] His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” 
 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word) 
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
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Sermon Hymn 
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

Text: Charles Coffin; Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius – “Puer Nobis”; LSB #344 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
(Stand for the Text) 

Sermon 

“The Forerunner” 
 
 

(Stand) 

Votum 

(Stand) 
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Offering Prayer 
 

(Be Seated) 

Offering 

 
Voluntary 
OSL ECE Classes 

 
Angels Joined with One Another 

 
Angels joined with one another  

At the advent of our Lord. 
Now we sing and pray together  
As we wait for Christmas morn. 
Born a child, but also a King, 
Baby Jesus, peace will bring. 

Angels joined with one another  
At the advent of our Lord. 

 

It Is the Advent of Our King 
 

It is the advent 
Of our King. 
Now we wait. 
Now we wait. 

Jesus will be here soon. 
Angels say to make room 

In our hearts. 
In our hearts. 
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(Stand) 

Litany 
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Collect for Peace 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, your servants, the peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever.  

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 

 
Benediction 

 
P May God the Father, who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son, give you 

grace to prepare for life eternal. 
C Amen. 
 
P May God the Son, who comes to us as Redeemer and Judge, reveal to you the path from 

darkness to light. 
C Amen. 
 
P May God the Holy Spirit, by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ, help 

you bear the fruits of holiness. 
C Amen. 
 
P And may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 

you and remain with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 
All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

Text: Thomas Ken; Tune: Thomas Tallis – “Tallis’ Canon”; LSB #883 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 
 
5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 
6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
Public domain 
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