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Sunday 

November 28, 2021 

 

Psalm 66:5 
Come and see what God has done: 

he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man. 

 

An Open Invitation 
People of all times and all places have been invited by our 

Lord, through the Holy Spirit, to come and see all the 

marvelous things God has done for His children. God’s great 

works cannot be hidden; they are in fact meant to be shared 

and seen by all. 

 

Our Psalmist for today’s Scripture verse recounts the salvation 

of God’s people through the Red Sea. St. Paul tells us that this 

event foreshadowed our own salvation through the waters of 

Holy Baptism (1 Corinthians 10:1-2). Just as Moses and the 

Israelites passed through the waters of the Red Sea and were 

saved from slavery in Egypt, in the waters of Holy Baptism the 

old Adam in us is drowned, and we are saved from slavery to 

sin. This sinful condition was inherited from our first parents, 

Adam and Eve, and overcome by our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Through God’s Word, we are invited to come and see His 

most awesome deed, presented to the world in a Bethlehem 

manger. 

  



Monday 

November 29, 2021 

 

Genesis 3:6-7 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 

to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 

and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, 

and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 

knew that they were naked. 

 

Eyes Wide Open 
Why was it not enough? Why was being in the presence of 

God, walking with Him in the cool of the evening and having 

a personal relationship with the Creator of the universe not 

enough? 

 

Our first parents, Adam and Eve, had it all; yet it was still not 

enough. They believed the serpent, and they wanted their 

eyes open to see what they were missing. Notice the irony: in 

the eating of the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve’s eyes were 

indeed opened, and they did see in a way they had 

previously not been able to. They saw their sin, they saw their 

nakedness, they saw the once perfect garden paradise 

plunged into the broken world we inhabit today. And had 

God left them there in this state it would have been all the 

more tragic, but He did not. In His infinite love for His creation, 

God promised a Savior to make new what was destroyed in 

the fall. And from that point in history onward, God’s plan of 

salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, revealed in the 

Scriptures alone, raced towards its fulfillment. 

 
  



Tuesday 

November 30, 2021 

 

Zechariah 9:9 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 
The King Is Coming 

Advent is not just the time of the church year in which we 

rejoice in the birth of our Savior, but it is also the time in which 

we look forward to our Lord’s second coming. We know we 

have a Savior in Christ unlike any other. Worldly kings display 

their wealth and power in the form of golden thrones and 

jeweled crowns. Our heavenly King sat upon a donkey and 

had the twisted branches of a thorn bush for His crown. 

 

Yet in seeming defeat, the King of kings reigns supreme. He 

destroyed the power of sin, death, and the devil on the cross 

so we might receive crowns of our own as fellow heirs in His 

Kingdom. It is with shouts of thanksgiving and praise we lift our 

voices to the heavens knowing, just as His first prophesied 

advent was fulfilled, His second and final advent is still to 

come. As we await our King’s final coming in clouds of victory, 

we share the good news of Christ crucified for all. For our 

triumphant King brings grace, mercy, salvation, and peace. 

  



Wednesday 

December 1, 2021 

 

John 12:12-15 
The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast 

heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took 

branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying 

out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord, even the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young 

donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

behold, your king is coming, 

sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

 
The King Is Here 

Just as the prophet Zechariah had foretold some 500 plus 

years before, the daughters of Jerusalem coming to 

celebrate the Passover would see their King coming, seated 

on a donkey.  This triumphal entry into the city by Jesus was 

met with mixed emotions.  On the one hand, the cheering 

crowds greeted what they perceived to be an earthly 

messiah, the one to unfetter the yoke of Roman oppression. 

On the other hand, the religious leaders reacted in fear and 

anger, as they saw a rival to their power and position in the 

community. 

 

Lest we be too quick to judge the people of Jesus’ day, 

consider how often we mistake Jesus for something other 

than what He is.  We see a genie to grant us wishes, making 

us healthy, wealthy, and wise. We see a hall monitor getting 

us in trouble when all we want to do is have a little fun. We 

see a judge condemning us for all our mistakes. But by faith, 

our eyes are opened to see Christ for who He really is: our King, 

come to set us free from our sin. Our King, come to lay down 

His life for His people.  



Thursday 

December 2, 2021 
 

Isaiah 40:3-5 
A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 

A Wild Cry 
Through Isaiah, the Lord promises His people comfort and 

rescue from their oppressors. This promise is fulfilled to a lesser 

extent when they were returned from exile in Babylon, and 

greater yet as Jesus stepped into the muddy waters of the 

Jordan River, and the voice of John the Baptist cried out in 

the wilderness of Judea, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world!” 
 

God sends His prophets Isaiah and John the Baptist to make 

way for His Son, to be voices of grace and comfort in a world 

broken by sin and deaf to that voice. And though sin, death, 

and the devil do their utmost to silence Him, they cannot 

mute our Savior. The Father’s will is done through the Son, and 

His promises of salvation are accomplished in Him. 
 

For us Christians, this is of great comfort for we know our Lord 

keeps His promises – we see it in the Bethlehem manger, on 

Calvary, and at the empty tomb. And we will see it again 

when Christ returns for the faithful on that last day of history, 

when every tear will be wiped away, and death shall be no 

more.  



Friday 

December 3, 2021 

 

Matthew 3:1-3 
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 

wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 

Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

make his paths straight.’” 

 

Straight to the Point 
John does not mince words. “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” He calls to all who have ears to hear this 

message.  

 

Repentance is often a hard thing for us because it involves 

admitting that we have done something which makes 

repentance necessary. Our sinful nature doesn’t like to admit 

we are sinners. The world and the devil try to convince us it’s 

not our fault and we have nothing to be sorry for.  But John 

gets straight to the point: the Messiah is coming, and sin’s days 

are numbered. This holds true for us even today, some two 

thousand years later. 

 

And thanks be to God we have been given the faith to know 

and believe we are indeed sinners in need of repentance. For 

to repent means to have a change of heart and mind, 

abandoning the old Adam in us and by faith walking the path 

Jesus has given us. John prepared the way for Jesus, and He 

then prepared the way for us. Christ taking on our sins and 

giving us His righteousness has made us a new creation, on 

the path which leads to the Father only through the Son. 



Saturday 

December 4, 2021 

 

John 1:35-39 
The next day again John was standing with two of his 

disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say 

this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them 

following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 

they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 

are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” 

 

What are You Seeking? 
John the Baptist points out to two of his disciples the Lamb of 

God. And with that, these disciples cease to follow John and 

walk after the Messiah. Jesus, stopping and turning to face 

these men speaks His first words recorded in John’s Gospel, 

“What are you seeking?” Powerful words not just for these two 

disciples, but for all those who would follow the Christ in faith. 
 

What do you seek in being a follower of Christ? Is it fame, 

wealth, an easy life? If it is material wealth and success you 

seek, then you are chasing after the wrong person.  Christ 

does not promise you the easy life of carefree living and 

comfortable days. In fact, He promises just the opposite, 

“you will be hated by all for my name’s sake” (Matthew 

10:22). Do you seek what God’s Word promises, salvation 

and justification before our Father in heaven? Then like the 

two disciples follow Jesus in faith, asking, “Where are you 

staying?” for you want to go where Jesus is, to kneel at His 

feet and hear His Words of forgiveness and salvation. 

Through faith you seek the Way, and the Truth, and the Life, 

found only in Christ Jesus.



Sunday 

December 5, 2021 

 

Isaiah 7:14 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 

Immanuel. 

 

God With Us 
A virgin birth foretold, a divine name given.  Immanuel 

would come, and He would come and shatter any notion of 

a distant and detached God. Immanuel would be one of us, 

born into this world, into a specific time and place, to walk 

as a human among His creation, to know our pain, and our 

suffering, our joy and love. For this Immanuel would not be 

one “who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 

one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin” (Hebrew 4:15).  

 

And at the same time this Immanuel is not some God who 

was once with us or a God who will be with us sometime in 

the future.  No! Immanuel is God with us! With us now, in our 

broken world. With us now, in our suffering and pain.  With us 

at this moment to offer Himself to us! He is present now in His 

Word. Present in His true body and blood at His altar in His 

Holy Supper, for us to take into ourselves.  He is there with us 

in the life-giving waters of our Holy Baptism, drowning the old 

Adam in us so the new man can arise daily.  We do not 

have to pine for the days of old or long for a future day of 

reunion, for the Child born of the virgin is just who the Father 

said He would be: Immanuel, God with us. Now, today, and 

forever more.  



Monday 

December 6, 2021 

 

Luke 1:30-34 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary 

said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  

 

Fear Not 
The angel Gabriel tells Mary, the mother of our Lord, she will 

have a child.  The very child who was spoken of by the 

prophet Isaiah.  Mary is afraid, not much more than a child 

herself. She is newly betrothed to Joseph and knows a 

pregnancy at that time could warrant death. At the very 

least, it would bring great shame upon both her family and 

Joseph’s. Still, the angel tells her, “Do not be afraid.”   

 

Wise words for us to heed as well. So often we see the chaos 

of the world, the chaos of our lives, and we are tempted to 

fear.  We may question if God is really in charge, and if so, 

why He would allow these things to happen. Just as Mary 

trusted in God’s Word for her, we too cling to His truth in Mary’s 

Son our Lord.  Mary had no reason to fear, for God was with 

her.  We too have no need to fear; Mary’s Son has come and 

is with us now. Christ scattered the darkness of fear and 

doubt.  The impossible happened. A virgin gave birth; yet 

even more, sinners are made clean through the blood of the 

Lamb.  



Tuesday 

December 7, 2021 

 

Galatians 4:4-5 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 

Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

as sons. 

 

Adopted 
Children can be mean and cruel to one another. One of the 

favorite insults heard on countless playgrounds around the 

world is, “You were adopted!” This stings because of the 

implied “Your parents didn’t want you!” For children and 

even adults who find out the parents who raised them are 

not their biological parents, a flood of emotions can 

overtake them. Why did my birth parents give me up? What 

was wrong with me? Did they not love me? 

 

But adoption should never have a negative connotation 

attached to it. All of us who have been given faith through 

the working of the Holy Spirit have been adopted. Because 

of this we can pray in truth, “Our Father, Who art in 

heaven…” For God truly is our Father. Ask any adoptive 

parent, there is no distinguishing between adopted or 

biological. Their children are their children, period! 

 

So, it is with our heavenly Father. He gave His Son as a 

sacrifice so we might have a relationship with Him. Christ is 

our brother; He made it possible for us to call God our 

Father. In God’s perfect timing, He sent His Son to redeem 

His lost children. Because of this redemption, we now enjoy 

all the rights and privileges of a child of God, having no 

distinction between adopted or biological, simply being 

forgiven children of our loving Father.  



Wednesday 

December 8, 2021 

 

John 11:34 
And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” 

 

Our Lord’s Tears 
Lazarus was dead. His sisters were angry with Jesus for not 

getting there sooner to do something. The professional 

mourners were there to lament. Emotions were running high 

as Jesus came to the tomb of His friend. We are told Jesus 

wept. Jesus’s love for Lazarus and his family was on display 

that day. There would be no hiding the rawness of the 

situation. What we mere humans do on a regular basis, the 

Son of God, our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ, did that day as 

well. He wept. But Jesus wept not for the loss of Lazarus, for He 

knew He was with the Father in heaven. Jesus wept for Mary 

and Martha and their family. He wept for their loss of a 

brother. He wept for the consequences of sin suffered by all 

mankind. 

 

Yet that is not all He would do that day. “Where have you laid 

him?” is the question. Jesus does not sit idly by as His followers 

suffer, instead He intervenes. “Lazarus come out,” was all He 

needed to say, and life was restored to His friend. In the same 

way, God’s Word for us who are dead in our sins is all that is 

needed to resurrect our souls from the tomb of sin, death, and 

the devil. Just as Jesus did not ignore the suffering of Lazarus’s 

family, neither does He ignore your suffering. In fact, just as He 

experienced the pain of Lazarus’s death, He also 

experienced the pain of His own death, so you would not 

have to. On the cross, Christ reconciled you to the Father, and 

through His Word and Sacraments you too are called out of 

your tomb to life in Christ.  



Thursday 

December 9, 2021 

 

Philippians 1:27 
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, 

so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may 

hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one 

mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel… 

 

One Spirit 
St. Paul encourages the church in Philippi to be of “one spirit, 

with one mind.” In this day of division inside and outside of the 

church, this may seem like a tall order. How are we to be of 

one mind when we disagree on so many different subjects? 

Many are tempted to go the route of least resistance and 

appeal to the least common denominator… “Let’s agree to 

disagree” and “As long as you think Jesus is real, that’s good 

enough.” But these attitudes betray St. Paul’s words to the 

church. We are not to water down the Gospel or be 

milquetoast in our proclamation of who Christ is. Doctrine 

does matter, God’s Word does matter. 

 

We are called to be the salt and the light in this world. To 

preserve the faith and enlighten a fallen and broken world 

with the truth of Christ crucified for all.  So how do we become 

one spirit and one mind?  Well, we don’t do anything, but the 

Holy Spirit makes us new through the Word and Sacraments. 

We are regenerated in Christ’s image. And it is only in the 

image of Christ that we become of one mind and one spirit. 

Being made new through the Gospel, our faith clings to the 

Truth, to Jesus, guiding our manner of life so as to be worthy 

of the Gospel of Christ.  



Friday 

December 10, 2021 

 

John 4:29 
“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this 

be the Christ?” 

 

All That I Ever Did 
To say the Samaritans were hated by the Jews is an 

understatement of the highest quality. The Samaritans did not 

recognize Jerusalem as the center of Jewish faith, they 

rejected the prophets and other writings outside of the 

Pentateuch, and did not celebrate many of the most sacred 

holy days on the Jewish calendar. So, when a respected 

Jewish rabbi, Jesus, starts a conversation with a Samaritan 

woman who was known for living a less than holy life, you can 

imagine the shock. 

 

We, like the Samaritan woman at the well, live less than holy 

lives. We prefer to have our sins hidden and not exposed to 

the light. If our families and neighbors knew all that we ever 

did, we would not be able to look them in the eye. Yet when 

her life is laid bare, the woman at the well does not make 

excuses or wilt in shame; instead, she runs and tells everyone 

she can find. Why? Because that is what Christ does for us. He 

opens her mind and heart to know Him as the Messiah. And 

in doing so, she cannot help but share the Good News. 

 

As Christians, we are to be as this Samaritan woman was, not 

reluctant to share Christ because of our failings and sins, but 

eager to let everyone know: despite all our shortcomings, we 

are forgiven in Him. We are made holy through the blood of 

Christ and that is news worth sharing.  



Saturday 

December 11, 2021 

 

Luke 1:11-15 
And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing 

on the right side of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was 

troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the 

angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your 

prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you 

a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have 

joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will 

be great before the Lord… 

 

Your Prayer Has Been Heard 
Zechariah and Elizabeth were no spring chickens. They had 

lived long lives and God had blessed them in many ways. 

Zechariah was a leader in the community and well 

respected. Yet, there was something missing. He and 

Elizabeth were unable to have children. In first century 

Palestine, this was often seen as a punishment for some 

previous sin. But they never blamed God or turned from Him. 

They endured the societal shame, the whispers and side 

glances in the marketplace. And through it all, they 

continued to pray. Their early prayers likely asked for a child. 

Then later, asking to bear the grief of barrenness. But they 

never stopped praying. And in His mercy, we are told, God 

heard their prayers and gave them a child. 

 

In answering their prayers, God not only gave them a child, 

but a child with a unique calling. For the child born to 

Zechariah and Elizabeth would be the cousin of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He would be the one spoken of in Isaiah 40. The one to 

point us to our Messiah. God hears our prayers and in His own 

time and way, answers. So pray without ceasing, knowing 

your prayers are heard by God.  



Sunday 

December 12, 2021 

 

Luke 1:37 
For nothing will be impossible with God. 

 

All Is Possible 
The Bible is filled with seemingly impossible scenarios. An ark 

rescues eight souls, a sea parts, lions’ mouths are kept shut, 

and we could go on. Each of these could be explained by 

scientific phenomenon. However, the birth of our Lord is 

impossible to explain away. Either Mary was a virgin who 

conceived in a miraculous way, or she was not. There is no 

possible scientific explanation. In fact, it is such an impossible 

suggestion, even Mary could hardly believe it, asking, “How 

will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 

Yet with God, even the impossible becomes possible. Our 

Savior was born of a virgin. The infinite God, Creator of the 

universe, was contained in in a single cell at the conception 

of Jesus. He would continue to grow for nine months in her 

womb, and after His birth, continue the next thirty-three 

years on this earth, always limited by His physical body. 

“Impossible!” the skeptics yell. Yet in Christ, the impossible 

was made possible. 

 

What’s more, we poor, miserable sinners can now stand 

before our righteous God because of that miraculously-

conceived Child – reconciliation with the Father because of 

the Son. For nothing is impossible with God. 

  



Monday 

December 13, 2021 

 

Luke 1:41-43 
And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 

leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And 

why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me?” 

 

A Leap of Faith 
The baby John, still in his mother’s womb, leaps with joy at the 

sound of Mary’s voice, at being in the presence of Jesus, 

God’s Son. This was no mere physical response, like all babies 

do at various times in their mother’s wombs. This was a leap of 

faith. John reacted in faith to the presence of his Savior, even 

though they both, by today’s standards, would not even be 

considered people, worthy of protection. This passage shows 

us the Holy Spirit does indeed work faith in God’s people when 

and where He chooses. Our faith is not our doing, but is a free 

gift, unearned and unmerited. Which is why we, guided by 

the Holy Spirit, also bring our infants to God’s font in Holy 

Baptism. Children need what Christ offers: forgiveness. 

 

During this Advent season, we also rely on the faith we have 

been given. Faith that points us to His Word and Sacraments 

to sustain us. Faith that rests in God’s promise that Jesus will 

return for us, whether individually in our own death, or 

collectively on that last day of history. Faith that sustains us in 

the face of trials and temptations. Faith knows that God’s 

promises will surely be fulfilled.  



Tuesday 

December 14, 2021 

 

Matthew 1:20-21 
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which 

is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” 

 

Joseph and Adam 
We see here once again how our heavenly Father thwarts 

and hinders the plans of the devil, by setting right what sin had 

corrupted. In the garden, the fallen angel Satan approached 

the woman, Eve, and through her brought down her husband 

Adam. In this simple act, sin and death were brought upon all 

humanity. In a great reversal, God sends His holy angel to 

announce to another woman, Mary, that through her, the 

Christ would be born. And this same angel now comes to 

Joseph, who would be Jesus’ adopted father, to clear any 

doubt or grief he had concerning his betrothed. And in this 

way, unlike Adam, who succumbed to temptation and fell, 

Joseph, through the Holy Spirit, had faith and rose to the 

occasion. 

 

The scene in the garden was one of lies and covetousness; 

our first parents believed the serpent’s lie that they would be 

like God. In a small Judean village, the scene was quite 

different. Joseph knew the result of the first lie, trusted in the 

Lord for salvation, and believed the angel’s message that 

Mary’s Son would be just that. His name would be Jesus, 

which means Savior. Joseph was chosen to protect and care 

for our Lord, so that one day He would reverse the garden 

curse and “save His people from their sins.”  



Wednesday 

December 15, 2021 

 

Numbers 24:17 
I see him, but not now; 

I behold him, but not near: 

a star shall come out of Jacob, 

and a scepter shall rise out of Israel… 

 

A Royal Star 
Set high in the heavens, the stars have guided ancient 

peoples for millennia. They are fixed beacons in the sky, 

whose patterns and movements are recognizable and 

reliable. They have guided travelers across vast oceans of 

sand and to distant lands across expansive seas. But no star 

has been more important nor guided weary travelers to a 

more secure and safe harbor than the star foretold in 

Numbers. 

 

This star was a beacon to God’s chosen people as King David 

would rise out of Israel with a scepter in hand not simply to 

lead God’s people, but to more importantly foreshadow the 

greater King to come. Centuries after David would be laid to 

rest, a greater King would be born. From the line of David, this 

King of kings would come not to be served but to serve, and 

to give His life as a ransom for many. And He came not just to 

the Jews but to the gentiles as well. A heavenly star, a royal 

star, lighted the way for gentile travelers from the east to 

come and pay homage to this newborn King, born in the city 

of David. 

 

Now our Royal Star guides us in the way of righteousness, 

through His life, death, and resurrection. Through Jesus we 

have assurance of heaven, an assurance more fixed and 

stable than any star God has placed in the sky.  



Thursday 

December 16, 2021 

 

Luke 2:1-3 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 

 

Augustus and Quirinius 
St. Luke gives us two very specific names in his account of 

Jesus’ birth: Augustus and Quirinius. These are real people, 

living in specific times and places, used by God to fulfill His 

plan of salvation. God is not a distant God, uninvolved or 

unmoved by His creation. He is intimately involved with us. 

Luke shows this by recording these two names. 

 

Unlike many false religions, who set their beliefs in myth and 

legend, surrounded by fanciful stories of imaginary gods and 

heroes, the history of Christianity is rooted in the here and 

now, on this earth, and is accounted for in the historical 

record. Why? Because our God is real! He works through real 

people to accomplish real things. Moses, Abraham, Isaiah, 

Joseph, Mary, Augustus, Quirinius – all were real people. They 

lived and breathed and died as humans. 

 

And just as they were real, our Savior, Jesus is real. He lived a 

life attested to in history, whose events were preserved in the 

historical record, so that we would have no reason to doubt 

the events in His life. No reason to doubt the virgin birth, the 

miracles, the healings, and blessings. No reason to doubt His 

suffering, His cross, His death. No reason to doubt His 

resurrection and ascension, His promises, and His Sacraments. 

So we would have no reason to doubt our salvation through 

Him.  



Friday 

December 17, 2021 

 

Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 

What’s In a Name 
Shakespeare famously wrote, “What's in a name? That which 

we call a rose, by any other name would smell as sweet.” 

Looking to Isaiah, we see his names for the coming Messiah: 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace. Individually, these names could be applied to 

many earthly rulers. God has blessed humanity with countless 

men and women who fit these monikers in some way or 

another. But there is only One about whom these words were 

written, and only One who fits and fulfills these names 

perfectly.  It is the One on whom the Father bestowed “the 

name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11). 

 

Jesus is the Savior of the Nations, and it is in His name alone 

which we are given every triumph, blessing, treasure, and 

salvation. It is in His name where all who labor and are heavy 

laden come to find rest for their souls. It is in His name that sin, 

death, and the devil are defeated.  

 

So what is in a name? Nothing less than the strengthening of 

faith, forgiveness of sin, salvation, and life eternal.  



Saturday 

December 18, 2021 

 

John 1:14 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 

 

Seeing His Glory 
In the Old Testament Temple system, God dwelt in the 

Temple. That is, He “tabernacled” with His people. In the Holy 

of Holies God sat on the mercy seat of the Ark of the 

Covenant. He was with His chosen people but still separate 

and somewhat distant in a physical way. Only once a year 

could the high priest venture beyond the Temple curtain to 

offer sacrifices for the sins of the nation. 

 

With the advent of the Christ, this changed. No longer was 

God distant and removed in a physical way. No longer were 

the Old Testament rules and regulations applicable. For Jesus 

Himself tells us that He came not to abolish the Law or the 

prophets, but to fulfill them. This happened when the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, when Jesus 

“tabernacled” with us. 

 

No longer separated from God but intimately joined with Him 

in the flesh, we can see God in His glory and not just live but 

have life eternal. In the incarnation, the Word, that is Jesus, 

the second Person of the Trinity, became man. Being like us in 

every way except without sin, so that His propitiating death 

on the cross would be acceptable to the Father. And in our 

Baptism, we were joined into His death, in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 

too might walk in newness of life.  



Sunday 

December 19, 2021 

 

John 1:44-46 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 

found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 

wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said 

to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 

said to him, “Come and see.” 

 

Come and See! 
We are often guilty of “judging a book by its cover.” We do 

this with unimportant things such as food or movies, maybe 

even actual books. We also do this with more important things 

such as people. We see someone new and based on 

preconceived notions of where they live or come from or 

even look like, we judge. This is not a new development. 

Nathanael was told about Jesus and based on where He was 

from, judged Him to not be worthy of being the Messiah. After 

all, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

 

But Philip does not give up. He challenges Nathanael to 

“Come and see.” Like with Nathanael, he challenges us also 

to put aside our preconceived notions and see the Messiah 

for who He is. You are invited by the Holy Spirit to come and 

see the newborn Christ. You are invited in faith to come and 

see Him preach and teach. You are brought by God’s Word 

to the foot of the cross to come and see your sins atoned for. 

By grace you can come and see in God’s holy Word the 

empty tomb and know that, yes indeed, something good has 

come from Nazareth. For with eyes of faith, you see now the 

fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies in the Son of God, 

Christ Jesus, who does all these things for you.  



Monday 

December 20, 2021 

 

Mark 6:38-42 
And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go 

and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, 

and two fish.” Then he commanded them all to sit down in 

groups on the green grass…And taking the five loaves and 

the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing 

and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set 

before the people. And he divided the two fish among them 

all. And they all ate and were satisfied. 

 

Evergreen 
The tradition of the Christmas tree, lit first with candles and 

now with strands of lights, began in Germany and helps to 

remind us of Jesus and the light He brings to the world. The 

choice of an evergreen tree highlights the eternal nature of 

God and His promises. Yet sometimes, our Christmas trees 

may leave us feeling unsatisfied. Maybe the gift we really 

wanted is not found underneath, or the stark contrast 

between an adorned evergreen with nothing below stands 

as a testament to unrealized desires. 

 

Those who followed Christ that day into the desolate 

wilderness needed satisfaction for their physical hunger, and 

He more than met that with just five loaves and two fish. Yet 

more than that, they needed satisfaction for their spiritual 

hunger, to rest in the shade of the Evergreen. It is no 

coincidence that in a desolate place, our Good Shepherd 

led them to rest in green pastures beside still waters, as He fed 

them with living bread! Our satisfaction likewise is found not in 

worldly things, but in Christ. “I am the bread of life; whoever 

comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me 

shall never thirst” (John 6:35).  



Tuesday 

December 21, 2021 

 

Isaiah 66:18-19 
“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is 

coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall 

come and shall see my glory, and I will set a sign among 

them…” 

 

 

A Sign Among Them 
God knows everything, sees everything. This is the nature of 

God. This strikes fear into the hearts of many. If God knows 

everything, then He knows my innermost, darkest thoughts 

and desires. He knows all my sins. Yes. Yes, He does. And to 

the unrepentant heart, this understandably brings dread. Yet 

to the person of faith, there is great comfort in this. Because 

even though God knows all my sins and the corruption 

within, He still forgives me. And how do we know this to be 

true? He has told us, He has “set a sign among” us. On an 

evening in Bethlehem two millennia ago, that Sign became 

flesh and dwelt among us. God became incarnate in the 

person of Jesus Christ. Born of the virgin Mary, begotten of 

the Father. It would be this sign which would bring an 

unbelieving world from its sin and darkness into His glorious 

light. 

 

There would also be another sign. Jesus would tell the 

Scribes and the Pharisees, “For just as Jonah was three days 

and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son 

of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 

earth.” It would be on the cross where this sign would be 

given. The death and resurrection of Jesus defeated sin, 

death, and the devil. And it is in the sign where we are 

victorious through Him.  



Wednesday 

December 22, 2021 

 

Isaiah 60:4-5 
Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 

and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 

The Nations Shall Come 
Throughout the world, people of faith are waiting eagerly to 

celebrate in just a few days the birth of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ. In small villages and in huge metroplexes, the birth of 

Christ is anticipated. The world knows the story, it’s been told 

and retold for millennia. Yet, for many, this most holy night is 

simply another secular holiday. The Christ is missing from 

Christmas.  Even for many Christians, the worldly aspects of 

presents and cookie parties, trees and stockings, become 

the focus.  It has become so pervasive that many churches 

don’t even have a service on Christmas Day, citing poor 

attendance or that the day is about being with family. Isaiah 

helps to refocus our attention to where it should be: the 

coming Messiah. It is a day in which all the faithful gather 

together and rejoice in the salvation won for us.  Isaiah tells 

us the “sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations 

shall come to you,” and it has! And in this we marvel, and 

sing with St. Ambrose: 

Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin's Son, make here thy home! 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, 

that the Lord chose such a birth.   



Thursday 

December 23, 2021 

 

Micah 5:2 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, 

from ancient days. 

 

The Word Made Flesh 
How can an immortal and eternal God be born? It doesn’t 

make sense to our human reason. There is a contradiction in 

terms when saying the eternal is born. But this is what Micah, 

guided by the Holy Spirit, tells us. Bethlehem will be the 

birthplace of the Savior of the nations. The immortal and 

eternal God will be born in a small town whose name 

translates “House of Bread”. This event is made even more 

remarkable by the fact that it was known by many and 

ignored by most. The wise men from the East understood this 

and came seeking the newborn King. Herod’s wise men 

understood it and directed them to Bethlehem. Yet 

throughout His life on earth and ever since people have been 

rejecting the Babe of Bethlehem as the King of kings. 

 

The fact that God would humble Himself by setting aside His 

majesty and power speaks to the love He has for His creation. 

He chose a small, unassuming town in Roman occupied 

Judea as His place of birth. Our Savior Jesus, who was in the 

beginning with God, who is the Word and is God, was born 

according to the flesh to redeem those lost in sin. He became 

human to live the perfect life that we could not and die as a 

sacrifice acceptable to the Father for us. The Word became 

flesh so we might have life.  



Friday 

December 24, 2021 

Christmas Eve 

 

1 John 4:9 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 

God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him. 

 

Made Manifest 
Over two thousand years ago, our Lord humbled Himself to 

the point of taking on human flesh. He became like us in every 

way, except without sin, so that He could one day offer His life 

as the sacrifice for all. We celebrate this day God’s great act 

of love and mercy. We come to church to celebrate with the 

faithful the advent of our King, Immanuel, God with us, God 

made manifest. 

 

Yet this celebration is not a once-a-year occurrence. For God 

continues to make Himself manifest amongst us even today. 

Through His Word and Sacraments, God still reveals Himself to 

us. Through His Word, faith is given by the Holy Spirit. “So faith 

comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” 

(Romans 10:17). In His gift of Baptism, our Lord is made known 

to us as our names are written in His book of life and His name 

is placed upon us – marked in faith as children of God. At His 

altar, we receive the true body and blood of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, in a real and tangible way. The Savior of 

the nations is made manifest in, with, and under the bread 

and wine. The Word made flesh gives us life, and it is only in 

Him where we find peace. “As the living Father sent me, and 

I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also 

will live because of me” (John 6:57).  



Saturday 

December 25, 2021 

Christmas Day 

 

John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made through him, and without him was not 

any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life 

was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 

 

Light in the Darkness 
In the cool of the evening, on a dark night, resting shepherds 

were visited by a host of angels. Light shone in the darkness 

as the message was delivered to them. A few years later, the 

light of a star guided three magi from the East to a small town 

to pay homage to the newborn King. A light in the darkness 

shone the way. And on this day, thousands of years after His 

actual birth, the light of Christ still shines forth into the lives of 

those lost in the darkness of sin. 
 

The light of Christ breaks forth from God’s Word, because 

Christ is that Word! Christ illuminates the souls of those who 

take Him into their mouths at His altar of Holy Communion. 

Waves of radiant joy wash over every soul as the water and 

the Word is given in Holy Baptism. Darkness is scattered as Holy 

Absolution beams down upon the forgiven sinner. And it is all 

because of what God chose to do. He chose to humble 

Himself to the point of becoming flesh. His divine attributes 

dimmed for but awhile, so that He might be as us in every 

way, except without sin. And in the darkest moment in human 

history, our Lord would die upon a cross, only to make way for 

the brightness of Easter morn. This night a baby lay swaddled 

in a manger, gently sleeping, so that one day He could “fold 

us to His breast, There within His arms to rest”.  



Sunday 

December 26, 2021 

 

Matthew 2:1-2 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 

days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 

came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 

have come to worship him.” 

 

Wise Men 
People of all time have tried and still try to find their way 

through the darkness of this fallen world; they want to make 

themselves wise to understand and know God. Yet God has 

not hidden His identity from us. He has repeatedly and 

frequently made known His intentions through His Word, the 

Holy Scriptures. Even pagans from the East studied Scripture 

and understood that the birth of the Savior would happen at 

a specific time and place. Their confidence in God’s Word 

was such that they traveled thousands of miles through 

inhospitable terrain to seek Him out. 

 

If we were only as trusting in God’s Word. So often we find it 

difficult to get up in the morning and drive the ten minutes to 

church on a Sunday. Too often we act wise in the ways of the 

world but are foolish in God’s sight. 

 

But fear not, for God has fully revealed His plans for our 

salvation. We no longer look to the stars for knowledge about 

our Savior. He is revealed to us through His eternal and 

unchanging Word. He has made known the truth of Christ 

crucified for us. Through His Holy Spirit we have been made 

wise in the truth of salvation sought so long ago by the wise 

men.  



Monday 

December 27, 2021 

 

Luke 2:33-35 
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said 

about him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 

mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising 

of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword 

will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 

many hearts may be revealed.”  

 

Appointed for Many 
Simeon’s story was enough to make the young couple take 

notice – an elderly man assured that he would not die until he 

saw the Lord’s Messiah. And Mary and Joseph had already 

experienced one miraculous event after another. But surely 

Simeon’s message perplexed them beyond anything they 

had seen or heard to this point. “Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel.” For “at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth,” (Philippians 2:10).  They could not 

conceive of what the Lord God had planned for the tiny 

baby cuddled close to Mary’s heart. 

 

There are times we may not understand what God is doing in 

our particular circumstances. We may ask why He is taking so 

long to answer our prayer. We may ask why we can’t 

understand what is happening in our lives. We may stand in 

the midst of the chaos of life, perplexed by what is happening 

around us and even within us. Take comfort, though, in this 

truth: the same God who perfectly created the universe and 

the world, who perfectly timed the sending of His Son, is also 

perfectly at work in your life and in yourself. He pours out His 

mercy and grace over you. Wait for Him. He will answer.  



Tuesday 

December 28, 2021 

 

Matthew 28:5-6 
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 

know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, 

for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he 

lay.” 

 

The Place Where He Lay 
When Jesus came into this world, He was laid in a manger and 

the shepherds came to worship and adore Him. The angel of 

the Lord had told them not to be afraid, that the Savior had 

been born. Now two women were coming, according to 

custom, to anoint the body of this same child, now grown, 

who had been crucified. This somber scene is far removed 

from the joyous one some 33 years prior. Yet this scene is the 

reason Christ came in the first place. And just as the manger 

was a mean crib and would not long hold Him, neither was a 

borrowed tomb the place for the Messiah; it could not hold 

Him. Just as the shepherds were told to not be afraid, so too 

were the women instructed to not fear. For death had been 

defeated, and a new life was now possible because of Jesus. 

 

So it is for us as well. We are not to fear the trials and troubles 

of this life, we are not to fear sin, death, and the devil. The 

empty tomb those women found serves notice to all: Christ 

the King is victorious. The place where He lay is now empty 

because our God humbled Himself to the point of becoming 

like us in every way while remaining sinless, so that as our 

Good Shepherd, He would lay down His life for us. The tomb is 

empty, He is not there, He is risen!  



Wednesday 

December 29, 2021 

 

Ezekiel 33:6 
But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not 

blow the trumpet, so that the people are not warned, and 

the sword comes and takes any one of them, that person is 

taken away in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at the 

watchman’s hand.  

 

The Watchman Sees 
The prophet Ezekiel warns us that those who have seen yet do 

not sound the alarm will suffer the consequences. The 

watchman must always remain vigilant and alert. In faith, you 

have been invited to see and know the truth of Christ and the 

salvation bought for you by His blood. You are the watchman 

tasked with telling everyone the Good News of Christ 

crucified for all. We dare not keep Jesus a secret, like the 

children’s hymn goes, “Hide it under a bushel? No! I’m going 

to let it shine.” We are to let the light of Christ shine. 
 

During this time of the year, it can often be difficult. The post-

Christmas blues set in as friends and family part ways, the 

festive holiday decorations are eventually put away, and life 

returns to normal. And yet, this is precisely when Christ’s light 

shines the brightest, as we share God’s love with all those He 

places in our lives. Because God has come, Immanuel is 

accomplished, God is with us, we can be eager to spread 

that message. 
 

We are still in the season of Christmas in the Church calendar. 

We are still celebrating the birth of our Savior in a Bethlehem 

manger, and we are still beneficiaries of a silent night which 

was broken by an angelic choir so long ago. We watchmen 

see the Christ and ring the bell to tell everyone, the Christ child 

is here!  



Thursday 

December 30, 2021 

 

Matthew 16:28 
Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not 

taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his 

kingdom. 

 

Standing Here 
Standing where we stand now, we have the benefit of the 

whole revelation of God regarding our salvation in Christ. We 

know the end of the story, that victory has already been won. 

For we, like those whom Jesus spoke to so long ago, have not 

tasted death until we saw the Son of Man coming in His 

kingdom. But we might wonder, How can this be? When Jesus 

speaks of seeing the coming of the Son of Man, He does not 

reference an end of days scenario; rather, He is talking about 

the everyday life of the Church. 

 

We have seen the Son of Man coming through the Holy Spirit 

in Baptism. We have seen the Son of Man in, with, and under 

the bread and wine of Holy Communion. We have seen the 

coming of the Son of Man as His blood washes us clean in Holy 

Absolution. Each of us, standing here now in faith, will not 

taste death, for the Son of Man has given us life. It is true that 

the wages of sin is death, and that all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God; yet “For as by the one man's 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 

man's obedience the many will be made righteous” (Romans 

5:19). We were made righteous because Christ stood in our 

place and took the punishment meant for us. We rejoice in 

the knowledge that we have seen the Son of Man though His 

Word and Sacraments and been given life eternal. Help share 

the Word of God with our community.  



Friday 

December 31, 2021 

 

Matthew 22:4 
Again he sent other servants, saying, “Tell those who are 

invited, ‘See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 

fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. 

Come to the wedding feast.’”  

 

Come to the Feast 
Another year is ending. Many things in your life no doubt have 

changed. Some for the better, some for the worse. During this 

time of the year, we tend to spend time reflecting back on all 

that we did and did not accomplish. For some, this might be 

encouraging; for others not so much. Yet no matter what this 

year has brought, one thing is certain: God has been with 

each of us through every moment. And the invitation to join 

in the wedding feast remains. This invitation is for each of us. 

 

God wants you to come to His feast, which He has prepared 

for you. God wants you to know the joy of living a life in Christ. 

The Joy of being part of the wedding couple, the Bridegroom 

Christ, and His bride the Church. You are invited to be part of 

this holy couple. You are invited to come and see the joy of 

being part of the body of Christ and of being His bride. 

 

Though we may have celebrations tonight to ring in the New 

Year, we ought not neglect to join in the feast which Christ 

has prepared for us. Come to church, and see the many 

blessings laid out before us in God’s Means of Grace. Come 

and see the Bridegroom and rejoice in the love He has shown 

each of us. Rejoice that you are counted as one of the 

righteous, and that you have a seat at the banquet.  



Saturday 

January 1, 2022 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 

the members of the body, though many, are one body, so 

it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to 

drink of one Spirit. 

 

In One Spirit 
A new year is upon us. Resolutions are being made, and a 

fresh new outlook is before us. We have been given another 

year in which to live a life worthy of the Gospel of Christ. And 

it is in this renewed spirit that we are given all the fuel we will 

need to see us through the year ahead. 

 

Though we know not what lies before us, what joys and 

successes we will experience, or what pains and sorrows may 

befall us, we go forth in one spirit, united in the knowledge 

that we have a Savior, Jesus Christ, who is our clear sign of our 

salvation. Whether we are surrounded by fellow believers or 

are isolated amongst the faithless, rejoice that we strive side 

by side with fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, in the faith 

given by the Holy Spirit in Baptism, which will carry us through. 

Our lives are created in the image of God, and as that image 

is restored in each of us by faith, we strive to live in harmony 

with what the Gospel teaches and motivates in the believer. 

Stand firm in the Gospel, “for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16).  



Sunday 

January 2, 2022 

 

Revelation 1:7 
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see 

him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth 

will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.  

 

He is Coming 
Christ is coming. This is not simply wishful thinking. This is not 

merely the possibility of a hope we have. No, Christ is coming 

again, and this fact is more certain that the rising and setting 

of the sun. Many, will meet this second coming of Christ with 

dread and wails, for they did not heed the call of the Gospel. 

The faithful, though, will meet it with great rejoicing as that 

final day of history passes, and an eternity with God begins. 

 

Even while we anticipate the coming of Christ, we do not 

have to wait to see Him. For Christ comes to us now! As we 

read and hear the Words of Scripture, He comes to us to build 

up our faith. As we confess our sins and hear the words of Holy 

Absolution pronounced, He comes to us in forgiveness. When 

you remember your Baptism and the promise given there, 

Jesus comes to you with the promise of salvation. When you 

kneel at the altar and receive Christ’s true body and true 

blood, He comes to you with a love so profoundly deep that 

He gave His life that you might live. 

 

Yes, Christ is coming again, and whether He comes for you 

individually at the moment of your death or if you are here on 

that last day, Christ is coming. But you do not have to wait; 

come now to church and see your Savior as He comes to you.  



Monday 

January 3, 2022 

 

Isaiah 49:6 
[H]e says: 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 

I will make you as a light for the nations, 

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 

A Light for the Nations 
During these often-dark days of winter it is easy for our 

behavior to border on reclusive. We want to hibernate in our 

homes and wake up in the spring. But this is simply not 

possible. There are too many responsibilities in our days to 

sleep though them all. 
 

So how are we to get though these dark days? Thankfully we 

do not have to do it alone! There is a place where the warmth 

of Christ’s light shines fourth and cuts though the bitter chill of 

this sinful world. There is a place where the bright rays of hope 

spring forth, scattering the shadows of depression and 

despair. There is a Light which draws you like no other light you 

have ever experienced. This Light of the Nations is also the 

Savior of the Nations who has come to set the captive free 

and announce a year of celebration! 
 

During those dark and cold times, when all you want is to pull 

the covers over your head, look instead to the Light that no 

darkness can overcome, Jesus Christ. Come to where He says 

He will be. Come to church and receive the gift of 

forgiveness, salvation, and life eternal that He offers. Come 

and see what Jesus has said, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 

light of life” (John 8:12).  



Tuesday 

January 4, 2022 

 

Luke 2:28-32 
[H]e took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation 

that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.”  

 

Depart in Peace 
Simeon had waited his whole life to see the Messiah, and as 

Mary and Joseph brough the baby Jesus to the holy city of 

Jerusalem, the wait would finally come to an end. Imagine 

how many other children this old man had watched carried 

into the Temple, how many times his hopes were raised by the 

prospect of the Messiah, only to have them dashed to pieces 

as he realized He had yet to come. How often did Simeon 

want to depart in anger and frustration? Yet through it all, he 

remained faithful, never giving up on the promise the Holy 

Spirit had given him. 

 

And so, forty days after the birth of the Savior, Simeon’s eyes 

gazed upon the most precious sight ever. For Simeon saw not 

only a precious Babe in the arms of His mother, but he looked 

into the face of God. Just as Simeon was able to hold the 

Christ child in his arms, you too can hold our Savior in your 

hands. Every time we come to the altar and see the body and 

blood in, with, and under the bread and wine, we also behold 

our Lord. We take our Messiah into our mouth and so receive 

all His good and gracious gifts. And in that moment we, like 

Simeon, can depart in peace, for our eyes have seen the 

Lord’s Salvation.  



Wednesday 

January 5, 2022 

 

Number 6:22-27 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and his 

sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you 

shall say to them, 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; 

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you 

and give you peace. 

So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I 

will bless them.” 

 

The Benediction 
The Aaronic Benediction is one of the most common blessings 

used to end a Divine Service. With this blessing, God bestows 

upon each of us His many and gracious blessings. The 

threefold order invokes our Triune God and makes it clear that 

He is the One from whom all blessings flow. The Lord has 

blessed you and kept you all the days of your life, and in the 

faith given you, His face shines upon you through the light of 

Christ and His gracious gift of forgiveness. The face of God, in 

whose image you were made, now is lifted to you and His 

peace is given you. 
 

Our loving God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, blesses us with life, 

forgiveness, and salvation, not because we deserve or have 

done anything to earn it, but only due to His infinite mercy and 

love. This blessing God gives is for each of us, His faithful 

servants, who have been given faith to know and trust that 

Christ is our Savior and that salvation is found nowhere else. 

Come and see the many blessings God has for you. Come to 

His house and be blessed. Come to church and know that 

you are forgiven!  



Thursday 

January 6, 2022 

Epiphany 

 

Matthew 2:9-11 
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 

behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 

them until it came to rest over the place where the child 

was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 

great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 

Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 

and frankincense and myrrh.  

 

Wise Men See 
After months of arduous travel guided by the light from a star, 

these magi from the east were finally able to look upon the 

face of the Christ Child. They saw the King of kings and 

rejoiced.  The search finally over, these men knelt humbly 

before our Lord to present gifts.  Yet it was not their gifts that 

are important, but the gift this Child would give.  The Holy Spirit 

drew these wise men, these gentiles, to Jesus; and in doing 

so, opened up salvation to all peoples. The greatest gift given 

that day was not gold, frankincense, or myrrh, but the gift of 

faith.  These wise men left richer than they could have ever 

imagined, for they left with eternal life.   

 

And so it is with you. God has invited you to come and see His 

Son, to receive His blessings. Our gracious Father wants you to 

come and see your Savior.  By His grace alone, you can come 

and see the Messiah, because through faith alone, your eyes 

have been opened to see what the Scriptures alone testify to: 

Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). 

Amen. 

  



You are invited to come and see the joy, mystery, and 

splendor of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Through the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we will follow 

in God’s Word as He fulfills His promise to send a Messiah. We 

will hear the prophecies foretold and see them fulfilled. 

 

With so many outside influences vying for our attention, we 

must be careful not to lose sight of what is truly 

important: the birth of our Savior. 

 

In the humblest of circumstances, Jesus comes 

into this world, and you are invited along to 

see, hear, and experience the joy of Christ. 

 

So come and see our newborn Savior! 
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