
 

EDGE CORE Team Covenant 

St.	Peter	Middle	School	Youth	Ministry		

 

I am honored to respond to my baptismal call to holiness through service in St. Peter’s Middle School Edge 
ministry.  I desire to help teens grow in their Catholic faith by building Christian relationships with them and 
leading them, by example, to be a disciple of Christ.  I understand that much is asked of me. 
As a member of the Edge Core Team I COMMIT TO:  

COMMITMENT TO GOD AND THE CHURCH  
Strive to be a missionary disciple and a saint, knowing that I can’t mentor the teens into becoming 
something I am not. 

• Be a practicing Catholic in good standing. 
• Develop my personal prayer and faith life knowing that I cannot give anything I don’t already have.   

Live a life style in line with the Church’s moral teaching. 
• Avoid any actions or situations that could cause scandal.    
• Not use inappropriate language, especially anything that dishonor’s God’s name.  

COMMITMENT TO EDGE LEADERSHIP 
Respect the vision and mission of Edge under the leadership the youth minister and pastor. 

• Obtain my parent’s permission to volunteer in Edge if I am below 18 years of age or still in Life Teen. 
• Participate in ongoing training (Core Meetings & a yearly Empower Training (if I am 18 & graduated 

from Life Teen) so that I am informed and able to support the youth minister in serving the teens.  
• Make it a priority to be on time and stay through the end of Edge events, especially Edge Nights and 

Core Meetings.  If I am late or unable to attend a meeting, I will notify the youth minister promptly.  
• Read emails and be prepared for Core Meetings.  If I am going to or do miss a Core meeting, I will 

follow-up with the youth minister and make sure I am informed about what was discussed.  
• Turn in an Edge calendar at the beginning and middle of the year and call or email the youth minister 

about any emergency changes in a timely manner.  
• Grant the youth minister and other Core permission to photograph/videotape me during Edge events 

and for the resulting pictures and footage to be published/broadcast for promoting the ministry.  
• Agree to release liabilities and hold harmless St. Peter Catholic Church, its Pastors, employees, and 

volunteers, and the Archdiocese of Detroit, from and against all claims, judgments, liabilities of any 
nature or extent, damages, causes of action, or injuries which in any way arise out of or relate to my 
participation in Edge, whether foreseen or unforeseen. 

The goal of Edge is to serve together with other teen and adult volunteers to help middle school teens 
encounter and know the person of Jesus Christ.  The Core Team Covenant provides guidelines of to how 
build those relationships with teens, with Life Teen leadership, and with other Core Team members.   
Please carefully read through and pray with this document.  If it’s determined by the youth minister that 
you are called to Core Team ministry, you will be asked to sign it, formalizing your commitment. 
Signing it means agreeing to abide by the rules as well as be present on the indicated Edge Nights on 
your Edge calendar.     
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COMMITMENT TO FELLOW CORE TEAM MEMBERS 
Relate to fellow Core Team members with respect and Christian charity  

• Pray for and develop Christian relationships with all the members of the Core team, knowing that the 
teens will imitate the relationships that they see and experience with the Core. 

• Be prepared, focused, and pour my full self into supporting my fellow Core members and the mission 
of the Edge Teen. 

• Introduce myself to and be welcoming to other adult volunteers at Edge Nights (discerning Core Team 
members, small group leaders, speakers, hall monitors, snack coordinator, etc).    

• Build up my fellow Core members in how I speak and act, avoid gossip, and foster of spirit of joy and 
encouragement. 

• Be prompt in responding to communication with other Core when planning ministry events.  
• Attend and joyfully participate during monthly Core Meetings, recognizing the need to pray and plan 

together as a team. 

COMMITMENT TO TEENS AND PARENTS 
Engage in relational ministry and show teens know Christ’s love for them through me.  

• Develop Christ-centered relationships with the teens, not seek to be “liked,” but to be a faith-filled 
mentor who cares about them and establishes proper boundaries.  

• Reach out to disengaged teens, invite new teens, and foster ongoing relationships with teens.  

Follow Safe Environment policies & value the trust parents place in me to protect their child(AOD 
CODE OF CONDUCT) 

• Honor Safe Environment standards, always making sure my interactions with teens are above 
question.  

• Complete a St. Peter background check (18+) and Archdiocesan Protecting God’s Children Workshop 
or Called to Serve Workshop. 

• Read and follow guidelines given in the Archdiocese Volunteer Code of Conduct.  
• Never use physical or emotional force to discipline a teen.  
• Maintain appropriate relationships and language with teens, including topics of discussion.  
• (If I am 18+) Not date or engage in any romantic relationships with any teen until FOUR years after 

they are graduated from High School (or in any ministry in which I served, like ROCK) are also 
eighteen years of age, and have the permission of their parents.  I understand any signs of a romantic 
relationship toward a teen or recently graduated teen would mean immediate removal from ministry 
and notification of the pastor, teen’s parents, and potentially law enforcement. 

• (If I am under 18) Not date or engage in any romantic relationships with any teen until at least TWO 
years after they are graduated from EDGE, are also sixteen years of age, and I have verbal and 
written permission from his/her parents and youth minister.  I understand any signs of a romantic 
relationship toward a teen or recently graduated teen would mean immediate removal from Core Team 
and notification of the pastor, teen’s parents, and potentially law enforcement. 

• Remember that as Edge teens move up to ROCK they are still young and look to me to continue to 
observe healthy boundaries and model mature, Catholic friendships.   

• Be mindful to stay in sight of others and in areas designated for Edge Night use when I am having a 
one-on-one conversation with a teen.    

• Never allow myself to end up in a situation where I am alone with a teen.  I will always have another 
Core member present when doing relational ministry.  

• Never offer teens rides or drive them unless they are an immediate family member OR the teen’s 
parents and the youth minister have signed an Edge Relational Ministry Waiver.  

• Follow the direction of the youth minister in how to respond when private information about safe 
environment violations has become public knowledge in the parish community. 

• Never give teens medication unless I have specific signed instructions from parents and have been 
directed to by the youth minister or a doctor in an emergency situation.     
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Follow Proper Pastoral Care knowing that I must place a teen’s safety before anything else  
  

• IMMEDIATELY notify the youth minister if I become aware of any concerning issues involving a teen. 
These include but are not limited to abuse, suicide, self-harm, underage drinking, substance abuse, 
pornography, bullying, or any other spiritually, emotionally, or physically dangerous or illegal activity.  

• Keep information of a personal nature between the youth minister, the teen, the teen’s immediate 
family and the pastor. I respect that information of sensitive nature is not to be shared among the Cor 
team and/or the Church community.  

• Be upfront about and lovingly explain to teens that I am obligated to get them help and cannot keep 
secrets for them that could lead to them or another person being harmed.    

• Not overstep of my role of Core Member and spiritual mentor by trying to counsel a teen when they 
need professional help.  

• Not leave a teen who has directly indicated they are going to harm him/herself alone.  

COMMITMENT TO EDGE NIGHTS  
Provide a safe environment for teens to explore their faith 

• Hold teens accountable to following the Edge Night House Rules and Edge Night Small Group Rules 
as well put an end to any activity that could lead to a teen, adult, or Church property being harmed.  

• Keep my eyes open for anyone who should not be in the building during Edge Nights.  I will alert the 
youth minister and other adult volunteers promptly.  

• Be aware of what to instruct the teens to do in emergency situations.  
• Not share or post any pictures I may have of teens on social media.  I recognize if I have great 

pictures, I can share them with the youth minister so they can be used to officially promote the 
ministry, but they should never be displayed on my personal accounts.  

• Not bring items that could be dangerous to teens into the building or keep them on my person during 
Edge Nights. I recognize anything on my person could end up in the hands of a teen.    

Give each Edge Night the time and energy the teens deserve 
• Be timely in communicating with the youth minister and Core Team in preparation for Edge Nights.  
• Read through the ENTIRE outline in advance and be familiar with my specified roles, the flow of the 

Night, where teens should be at specific times, the instructions for the game, the main teaching, the 
small group questions, and what the teens are meant to get out of the Edge Night.  

• Serve teens at all Edge Nights indicated on my attached Edge Calendar for the duration of year. If my 
ability to stay committed changes, I will discuss it with the youth minister. 

• Let the youth minister know well in advance if I am unable to attend a Night for a nonemergency 
reason.  I will let the youth minister know Saturday morning (10:00am) if won’t be able to attend.  

• Do my best to arrive at 3:00pm and remain at the Edge Night until the debrief is over.  If I expect to 
be fighting traffic or late for other reasons, I will communicate that when I turn in my calendar.  

Observe the Edge Night Dress Code 
• Wear the lanyard at Edge Nights identifying myself as someone to be trusted.  
• Dress modestly - not wear any pants or skirts that are shorter than my fingertips when my arms are at 

my side (including if I wear leggings), not wear clothing that is low cut, tight fitting, designed to be only 
worn at the gym, or displays questionable themes or advertisements.  

Lead or assist in small groups under the direction of the youth minister.  
• Prepare for small groups by studying the questions in the outline and praying with them.   
• Learn the names of the teens in small group I usually lead and call them by name during discussion.  
• I will establish confidentiality in the group (teens should not repeat what is shared in small group to 

other teens) but let the teens know that I am obligated to get them help with any concerning 
challenges they bring up (never promise that what they share can be kept secret from parents). 

Blessed Mother, intercede for me that I may always draw the teens and my fellow core members closer 
the Sacred Heart of your Son! 
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EDGE Core Team Covenant  

St.	Peter	Middle	School	Youth	Ministry		

SIGNATURE AND COMMITMENT 
I have read through and agree to abide by the Edge Core Team Covenant.  I will turn in my Edge Night 
Calendar to the youth minister with the Edge Nights I commit to for the year (2nd semester can be 
readjusted in Dec.)  I am happy to participate as an Edge Teen Core Team member this year.  

___________________________________________                    
Print Name                
   

___________________________________________                      _____________________________ 
Signature                 Date  
   
PARENT PERMISSION AND SIGNATURE  

Thank you for allowing your teen to serve on the Edge Core Team!  As they are still under your care, we 
respect you as the parent and will involve you in any important decisions about your teen’s service.   
Your teen will have many responsibilities as part of the Edge Core Team.  Know that the youth minister 
and adult Core will be present to help your teen step into this leadership role.  We will always do our best 
to give them responsibilities matched to their age and ability.  We want their Core Team experience to 
stretch them to grow, but will always strive to place the responsibility of making decisions or handling 
discipline, or emergency situations on the youth minister or adults.  
Your teen will receive information relating to Edge ministry via email and text from the youth minister and 
Core Team. If you would like to be CC’d on every communication, please indicate that below.  You will 
always be included on any communication addressing your teen’s own behavior or relating to Life Nights.  

As the parent of the teen applying to Edge Core, I have read through and agree to help my teen abide by 
the Edge Core Team Covenant.  I also agree to release liabilities and to hold harmless St. Peter Catholic 
Church, its Pastors, employees, and volunteers, and the Archdiocese of Detroit, from and against all 
claims, judgments, liabilities of any nature or extent, damages, causes of action, or injuries which in any 
way arise out of or relate to my teen’s participation in Edge Core, whether foreseen or unforeseen. I give 
my permission for my teen to be an Edge Teen Core Team member this year.   

___________________________________________                       _____________________________ 
Parent’s Signature                  Date 
(if participant is under 18 or still in Life Teen)  

Parent Permission for Communication with Youth Minister and Edge Cor Team  
Initial one or the first option will be assumed.   

_____________   I give my permission for my teen to independently send and receive Edge emails from the  
                             youth minister and other Edge Core relating to Edge activities and events.    

_____________   I wish to be included on all communication the youth minister and Edge Core has with my  
     teen, including Edge emails and texts.  

 4


