N
ovember 2
,
y
a
d
2
Sun

God shows Himself to His

people time and time again
Scripture:
1 Kings chapters 18 and 19
Story Point:
God provides signs to prove to His people He is the one true God.
Christ Connection:
Elijah was God’s prophet, but Jezebel wanted to kill him. God was in
control, and He protected Elijah. Jesus is the one true and final Prophet.
People hated Jesus and wanted to kill Him. God was in control. He used
Jesus’ enemies to fulfill His plan to save people from sin.

Parents - This week’s lesson usually has each grade focusing on a different part
of the Old Testament, all learning that God’s people turned away from Him time
and time again, and each time, He forgave them and still made a way for them
to be rescued - ultimately by His Son Jesus. We gave you a recap to walk them
from Moses to where our story is today in 1 Kings 18 and 19.
This week we included the teacher devotion that is at the beginning of our
lesson plans because we are so encouraged by it, we wanted you to be as well.
Our Missions Assistant, Sydney Charlton wrote this to encourage our teachers
before they taught this lesson.
Teacher/Parent devotion:
Prophets: In the Old Testament, each prophet served as an ambassador or
representative of God. The prophets communicated God’s Word to His people,
only depending on God’s authority. Meaning, the prophets delivered the
message of God, not their own ideas and opinions.
Priests: Old Testament priests served as mediators and ambassadors of Yahweh.
A priest represented the divine nature of God while serving the people. The Old
Testament priests held the important position that points our attention to the role
of Christ as our Mediator.
Kings: Old Testament kings held authority over people in order to bring unity.
Though every king we study in the Bible wasn’t kind or godly, the intent of the
leadership role was to rule a people in a manner that brought about peaceful
unity. The authoritative nature of the kingship role we learn of in the Old
Testament points our attention to God, Who is the supreme authority over all
creation.
It is important to understand the significance of each role the prophets, priests,
and kings held. Though they each played a critical part in God’s plan to point
people to Himself, each of them were merely people. Because of their sinful
nature, none of them were able to lead perfectly. Some led well and others did
not. But each one we learn about through Scripture points to one key fact: Jesus
would be the only One to lead in each role perfectly, because only Jesus Christ
led a perfect and sinless life.
The responsibilities and lives of each of the prophets, priests, and kings direct our
attention to the notion that we, mankind, are in desperate need of a redeemer.
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.

This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over former sins. Romans 3:21-25
As you recap with your students this week, use the time to reiterate that there is
no one who has lived perfectly. Even those in leadership, as ordained by God,
make mistakes. But though we sin, we can call upon the One Who came to
redeem us! Jesus came to spare us from the punishment that was ours because
of our wrongdoing, and chose to do so because God wanted us to have a way
to be in right relationship with Him, despite our sinful nature. In this we find great
joy and comfort.
___________________________________________________________________________
Recap from Moses up to our story:
• The people disobeyed Moses while he was their leader, and when Moses
passed away, Joshua became the people’s leader. After Moses and his helper
Joshua died, the Israelites disobeyed even more. They ignored the most
important commands. And when they did work hard at some of the rules, like
getting their sacrifices right, they didn’t do it from their hearts. They just did it to
check them off their list and forgot about the most important commands.
• Not that God’s people deserved it, but God finally gave them their promised
land. God did the work to get the people in, but they didn’t do the work to
drive everyone else out. This caused a lot of trouble for the Israelites. They
constantly had enemies to fight, and worse, they constantly had to fight the
temptation to be just like their enemies. Sometimes things went well for the
Israelites, when they had a good leader and when they obeyed. But most
times, things went poorly.
• God’s people had a hard time not copying everyone else around them. This
was especially true when it came to having a king. Although God warned
them how bad kings could be, they just had to have one.
• Although God warned them how bad kings could be, they just had to have
one. So eventually, God gave them a king. The first king was Saul. At first, he
obeyed God and things were going well until he disobeyed God.
• The second monarch, young David from Bethlehem, was definitely much
better. In fact, before we get to THE king, there is almost no one more
important than King David. When David wasn’t busy sinning, which he did in
some really big ways; he was a good, wise, and merciful king. Many good
things happened to God’s people when David was in charge. They were
victorious, prosperous, and blessed. But the best thing that happened was
what God promised would happen.
• God told David that he would always have a son to sit on the throne. He
promised David an everlasting kingdom. This was good news for David, and
even better news for God’s people. It meant that God had not forgotten the
guarantee He made in the garden: a deliverer, a snake crusher would come

and ultimately save them from the sin Adam and Eve allowed into the world
with their disobedience. A deliverer was on his way. And now everyone who
had ears to hear knew he would be a son of David.
• But the next son of David was not the one they were looking for. Solomon
started off on the right foot, but ended up falling big time. After Solomon, the
kingdom split in two with Israel in the north and Judah in the south. Neither
kingdom was very good. God punished all of the people for their
disobedience. After Solomon was king, there were good kings and there were
bad kings that ruled over God’s people.
Where our story in 1 Kings 18 and 19 picks up:
• At one point, there was an evil king in power named King Ahab. He was
leading the Israelites away from God. They worshiped Baal, a false god,
instead. The things King Ahab did made God angry, and God caused a
drought. The drought would show King Ahab and all the people that God –
not Baal – is powerful and in control of all things.
• A drought made life very hard. No rain or dew fell in the land. Without rain,
people could not grow crops in the fields. The lakes and rivers dried up. Finally,
after three years, God was ready to send rain.
• God used a prophet named Elijah to send a message to King Ahab. When
Ahab met Elijah, Ahab said, “Is that you, troubler of Israel?” King Ahab blamed
Elijah for the drought and the hard times in the land.
• “You have caused this trouble by disobeying God and worshipping false
gods,” Elijah told him. Then Elijah invited King Ahab, the Israelites, and all of the
people who worshiped Baal to gather at Mount Carmel.
• Elijah stood in front of the crowd and said, “Make up your minds! If you believe
the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him.”
• Elijah then set up a challenge to show who the one true God is. The worshipers
of Baal set up an altar for their false god. They prepared a bull and put it on
their altar.
• “You call to Baal,” Elijah told the people, “and ask him to send fire to your altar.
I will call on the Lord. The God who answers by fire is the one true God.”
• The worshipers of Baal agreed. From morning until noon, they cried out to Baal.
“Baal, answer us!” But no one answered. The people danced and cried and
cut their bodies. Still, no one answered.
• Elijah gathered the people around him. He dug a trench around his altar,
prepared a bull, and put it on the pile of wood. Then Elijah asked for four jars of
water to be poured on the wood. When the wood and the bull were wet, he
asked for more water. A third time, water was poured over the altar, and it ran
down and filled the trench.
• Then Elijah prayed to God, “Answer me, Lord! Answer me so that these people
will know that You, Yahweh, are God.”

• God answered Elijah. He sent fire from the sky, and the fire burned up the bull
and the wood and the stones and the dust. It burned up the water that was in
the trench. There was no doubt that the Lord is the one true God.
• The men who had worshiped Baal fell on their faces and said, “Yahweh, He is
God! Yahweh, He is God!” Then Elijah killed all the people who worshiped Baal.
• Elijah saw a little cloud over the sea. Then God sent rain. The sky grew dark
with clouds, and there was a great rain. Yahweh ended the drought and
proved that He was the one true God.
• Elijah called on the power of God to prove to the worshipers of Baal that
Yahweh is the one true God. By sending fire from heaven, God displayed His
great power. God would use His power years later to raise Jesus from the
dead, showing that Jesus is the Son of God.
• The prophet Elijah knew God’s power. When God sent fire from heaven, He
displayed His power to King Ahab, the Israelites, and the worshipers of the false
god Baal. Elijah must have felt very glad that God showed that He is the one
true God. But more trouble was coming for Elijah.
• King Ahab told his wife, Jezebel, about what happened at Mount Carmel and
that Elijah had defeated the prophets of Baal. Jezebel was angry. She sent a
messenger to Elijah. The messenger told Elijah that Jezebel planned to kill him
like she killed the other prophets of God.
• Elijah was afraid! He ran far away into the wilderness where Jezebel couldn’t
find him. Elijah prayed to God, “I can’t handle this. Lord, take my life.” Then
Elijah lay down and slept under a broom tree.
• God did not take Elijah’s life. Instead, He sent an angel to help Elijah. The angel
touched Elijah and said, “Get up and eat.” A loaf of baked bread and a jar of
water was nearby, and Elijah ate and drank and lay down again.
• A second time, the angel came and touched Elijah. “Get up and eat,” the
angel said. “This journey is too hard for you.” Elijah ate and drank. The food
gave him strength to travel forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain
of God.
• When Elijah got to the mountain, he went into a cave and spent the night
there. The word of the Lord came to Elijah. God said, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?”
• “Lord, I’ve done my best to obey you,” Elijah replied. “But your people have
not obeyed you! They have killed your prophets, and now they are trying to kill
me!”
• “Go out and stand on the mountain,” God said, for He was going to pass by. A
strong wind rushed by the mountain tearing it apart, but the Lord was not in
the wind. After the wind, there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake. After the earthquake, there was a fire, but the Lord was not in the
fire. And after the fire, there was a voice – a soft whisper. When Elijah heard
the whisper, he hid his face and stood at the opening of the cave.
• “What are you doing here, Elijah?” a voice asked.

• “Lord, I’ve done my best to obey you,” Elijah replied. “But your people have
not obeyed you! They have killed your prophets, and now they are trying to kill
me!”
• Then the Lord said, “Go back to the Wilderness of Damascus.” God gave Elijah
instructions to anoint certain men as leaders: Hazael as king of Aram, Jehu as
king of Israel, and Elisha as prophet in his place.
• Elijah obeyed God. When he found Elisha, Elisha was plowing a field. Elisha left
his work to follow Elijah and serve him.
• **After the events in 1 Kings 18, Elijah might have expected a grand display of
God’s presence, but what he experienced was just the opposite. The Lord was
not in the wind. The Lord was not in the earthquake. The Lord was not in the
fire. God revealed Himself to Elijah in a voice, a soft whisper.
• Elijah’s circumstances were difficult, but God didn’t leave him. God gave him
Elisha, a friend and successor. God assured Elijah that he was not alone; there
were 7,000 people in Israel who had not turned to worship Baal.
• God’s prophets suffered, but their lives and messages pointed forward to the
ultimate prophet, priest, and king – Jesus Christ – who suffered for the sins of
the world. Jesus was hated and killed, but His death and resurrection brought
victory for God’s people.
• Elijah was God’s prophet, but Jezebel wanted to kill him. God was in control,
and He protected Elijah. Jesus is the one true and final Prophet. People hated
Jesus and wanted to kill Him. God was in control. He used Jesus’ enemies to
fulfill His plan to save people from sin.
• GOD PROVIDED weather and natural elements to show Elijah the one true
God! GOD PROVIDES signs to prove to His people He is the one true God.
(Maybe talk with your class about signs that He shows us daily that prove He is
the one true God: the sun rising and setting every day, us waking up, etc.)
• Believe it or not, God’s promises hadn’t gone anywhere. In fact, God kept
making more promises all the time. God promised that the snake crusher that
He first mentioned in the garden of Eden to Adam and Eve: Abraham’s child,
Judah’s lion, David’s son, would come from Bethlehem. God promised he
would be born of a virgin. God promised a messenger to prepare the way.
God promised that the deliverer would die and live again and be a light to the
nations. God promised lots of amazing things. But Israel was too busy
disobeying Gods commands and ignoring God’s warnings to notice.
• God had sent prophets, priests, and kings. He started out with Adam, and
started over with Noah. He chose Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He gave
Moses the law. He sent Israel judges, He raised up deliverers, He conquered
enemies, He provided sacrifices, He lived among His people in a tent and in a
temple. God gave them every opportunity and ten thousand chances, but still
sin and the serpent seemed to be winning. Until, all of a sudden, it lost.
• After all these downs, and not too many ups, we come to a manger in the little
town of Bethlehem that we will begin talking about next week. This is where we

meet the new Adam, the child of Abraham, the son of David. It is with the
stinky shepherds and the singing angels where we see the real deliverer, the
real judge, the real conqueror. No one understood it completely at the time,
but when Mary had that baby, GOD PROVIDED for the world the long
expected prophet, priest, and king. GOD PROVIDED a new law and a new
sacrifice. Best of all, he gave his people a new beginning, as promised.

Hands-On Activities

Truths of God
- Print the alphabet on a piece of paper with room to write next to each letter.
Make one copy for each child.
- Instruct child to list one characteristic or fact about God for each letter of the
alphabet. After five minutes, invite them to share what they wrote - be prepared
to help younger kids.
- Someone name something that people worship instead of God. Do any of those
idols measure up to God? Why do people choose to worship an idol instead of
worshipping God? In our Bible story today, a group of people chose to worship
an idol over God and realized how wrong they were and how powerful God is!

Talk About It

While your family is gathered around the table for lunch or dinner, talk about the
lesson again and talk through these questions:
What part of our Bible story stood out most to you today?
There were good kings and there were bad kings, but who is the one
and true king?
How did God show His power and glory in our story?

