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Hosea, Prophet to Israel
PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We should obey God because He
made us, He loves us, and His plans are good.
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Hosea
STORY POINT: God loves people who do not love Him back.

KEY PASSAGE:
2 Peter 3:9

Christ Connection: Gomer did not love Hosea with all her heart. She did things that made
Hosea sad, but Hosea still loved Gomer. God’s people do not love God with all their hearts. We
do things that make God sad, but God still loves us. He showed us His love by sending Jesus to
rescue us from sin.

Hosea, Prophet to Israel
Hosea
God wanted to teach His people a lesson. So God told the prophet
Hosea, “Go and get married. But your wife will not love you with her whole
heart.” God also said, “Be a daddy to her children.”
God was going to use Hosea’s life to teach the people of Israel what
God’s love is like. Hosea’s wife treated Hosea like the people of Israel
treated God. The people did not love God with their whole hearts; they
loved other things and people more than they loved God.
It isn’t easy to love someone who doesn’t love you back, but Hosea
obeyed God. He married a woman named Gomer. Gomer had a baby boy.
God told Hosea to name the baby Jezreel. The name Jezreel meant that
God was going to punish Israel.

Then Gomer had a baby girl. God told Hosea to name the baby
“No Mercy.” God was not going to show mercy to the people anymore.
He was going to give them what they deserved, and they deserved to be
punished.
Awhile later, Gomer had another baby boy. God said, “Name him
‘Not My People.’” For a long time, the people of Israel had been God’s
people. He had promised to take care of them if they obeyed Him. But
God’s people did not obey Him. So God said, “You are not My people.”
Gomer did not love Hosea like a wife should love her husband. She ran
away from home. The people too did not love God like they should. They ran
away from Him.
What do you think Hosea did when Gomer ran away? She had done
many things to hurt him. Did he let her go? No! When someone you love
goes missing, you go after her! Hosea found Gomer and paid money to
bring her back home. Hosea loved his wife even though she had hurt him.
Hosea would never stop loving Gomer.
Hosea said to the people, “Turn back to God. He still loves you. He is
going to punish you for your sin, but then He will take care of you.” God
loves His people with a love that never gives up. God had a plan to get His
people back no matter what.

Hands-on Activity
God Loves All People
SUPPLIES:





Heart shape printout OR draw (next to the last page)
People printout or draw (people
Scissors
Glue

INSTRUCTIONS:
Craft Give each child a paper with the heart shape. Print and cut out several copies of
the “People” printable. Invite toddlers to glue the people cutouts in the heart. Write the
Main Point on the page. Say: God loves people. God sent prophets to help His people.
Hosea’s life showed Israel how much God loved them. Jesus’ life shows how much God
loves us!

Talk About It
Why did God tell Hosea to marry Gomer? to teach the people of Israel
what God’s love is like.
Why did Gomer run away from home? She did not love Hosea like a wife
should love her husband.

What do you do when someone you love goes missing? You go after him or
her.
What did Hosea tell the people? Turn back to God. He still loves you
Why should we obey God? We should obey God because He made us, He
loves us, and His plans are good.

God loves all people!

People cut outs

