SUNDAY, JANUARY 10

The Captives Came Home
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Ezra 1-3
STORY POINT:
God kept His promise to bring His people home.,

KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus.

The Captives Came Home
Ezra 1-3
God’s people were in Babylon, far away from their homes and land. But God had made

a promise. God had said that the people would have to stay in Babylon for 70 years, but then
He would bring His people back home. God always keeps His promises.
After 70 years, God gave King Cyrus an idea. Cyrus said, “Let God’s people go back to their
land. Let them rebuild God’s temple in Jerusalem.”
This was good news! Before, God’s people had to stay in Babylon like prisoners. Now they

were free! They could finally go home. So the people got ready to go. King Cyrus and the other
people living in Babylon gave them gifts like gold, silver, and animals.
A man named Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl) led God’s people back home. Some of the
people had never seen Jerusalem because they had been born in Babylon. When they got to Judah,
each family set up its house. Then the people met together in Jerusalem to start rebuilding
God’s temple. God had special laws for how to build the temple, and God’s people were
careful to obey them. The priests made the altar in the same place the old altar had been. Then
they made offerings and sacrifices to God.
The people started building. First, they needed money to buy supplies. God’s people gave
money to the men in charge of building the temple. They paid people to bring big logs to
Jerusalem. The workers made the foundation, or the bottom, of the temple. The foundation
was very important. A strong foundation makes a building strong.
The people were so happy that the foundation was done! The priests put on special
clothes. The people shouted and sang songs to God. “God is good! He is loving and always
will be!” they said. What a happy day for God’s people.
Not everyone was happy though. Some of the older people remembered what the first
temple had looked like long ago, before it had been knocked down. The people were sad, and they
cried loudly. The sounds of people shouting and crying was so loud that it could be heard far away.

Christ Connection: Zerubbabel led God’s people home to fix the temple. Jesus came to earth to
save God’s people. One day Jesus will come back. He will fix up a greater home for all of God’s people, and we will live with Him forever.

Gospel Gems


God brought His people back to their land.



Zerubbabel led the people to build the temple.



Jesus brings us to God.

Talk About It
How long did God’s people live in Babylon? 70 years
Who led the people back to their home in Jerusalem? Zerubbabel
What did the people start building when they got back to Judah? the temple
Why were some people sad and crying when the temple’s foundation was done?
They remembered what the first temple looked like.
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus

Hands-On-Activity
Paint a landscape with a paper bag
SUPPLIES:
 Paper Bag or paper bag to make suitcase
 Colors
 White Paper
INSTRUCTIONS:

Draw out or print attached printout of clothing items. Color the items of
clothes and place them in your suitcase. Pretend that you are going home
after being away from a long time.

Packing a suitcase

