SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Daniel in the Lions’ Den
BIBLE PASSAGE:

Daniel 6
STORY POINT: God saved Daniel from the lions.
KEY PASSAGE:

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
Christ Connection: God saved Daniel from the lions. God is powerful! God sent
His Son, Jesus, to save us from something more dangerous than lions,.
Jesus rescues us from sin and death.

Daniel in the Lion’s Den
Daniel 6
Babylon had a new king. His name was Darius (duh RIGH uhs). King Darius picked
Daniel to be one of his helpers. Daniel worked hard, and he was good at his job. The king
liked Daniel. He decided to give Daniel a better job.
The other helpers were not happy that Daniel was going to get a better job. They
watched Daniel very carefully. They wanted to catch him doing something wrong so they

could tell on him. But Daniel did what was right.
The helpers knew Daniel loved God and obeyed Him. They knew Daniel prayed to God, so
they made a mean plan to get Daniel in trouble. The helpers went to the king. “King,
we think you should make a law that says everyone can only pray to you for 30
days.” Of course, every law needs a punishment for breaking it, so the men said, “Anyone

who breaks the law will be thrown into the lions’ den!”
King Darius made the law: people can only pray to the king. Daniel knew the new law
meant he could not pray to God during that time. But Daniel went into his house
and prayed to God three times every day, just like he had always done.
The men spied on Daniel and saw him praying to God. Then they hurried to the king.
“Daniel broke the law! We saw him praying!” they said.
King Darius was sad. He did not want to put Daniel in the lions’ den, but that was the
law. “I hope God saves you,” the king told Daniel. And Daniel was thrown into the lions’
den.

That night, the king could not sleep. He did not eat. He sat in his palace and thought
about Daniel with the lions. As soon as the sun came up the next morning, the king hurried to the lions’ den. He hoped
Daniel was OK.“Daniel!” he called out. “Did God save you from the lions?”
“Yes!” said Daniel. “God sent an angel to shut the lions’ mouths! I am safe!”
King Darius was so happy. Daniel came out of the lions’ den. He wasn’t hurt. Daniel had
trusted God to keep him safe. The king made a new law. The law said that everyone
must respect God. God had saved Daniel and kept him safe from the lions.

Gospel Gems
**Daniel would not pray to anyone but God.
**God kept Daniel safe from the lions.
**God helps us make right choices even when it is hard.

Talk-About-It
Did Daniel stop praying to God when the king made the new law? No, Daniel kept on praying
to God.
What was Daniel’s punishment for praying to God instead of the king? He was thrown in the
lions’ den.
What happened to Daniel in the lions’ den? God saved Daniel from the lions.
What new law did King Darius make? Everyone must respect God.

Hands-on-Activity
God Saved Daniel Art
SUPPLIES:
 Paper or manila paper
 crayons
 Cupcake liner
 Lion print out or create lion faces
 Scissor
INSTRUCTIONS:

OPTION 1: Print and cut out the “Lion Faces” printable. Write “God save Daniel” on paper. Glue a lion’s
face to the inside of a cupcake liner to make a lion’s mane. Use glue stick to attach the lion head to the
paper. Draw Daniel safe in the lions’ den and decorate his picture. Add additional lions to the den.
OPTION 2: Make your own art of Daniel in the lions den.

