
Enduring Injustice: 

Lessons from Esther pt. 1 

 

Then Haman approached King Xerxes’ and said, “There is a certain race of people 
scattered through all the provinces of your empire who keep themselves separate 

from every one else.  There laws are different from those of any other people, and 
they refuse to obey the laws of the king.  So it is not in the king’s interest to let them 

live.” -Esther 3:8 NLT   

 

There is no question that we are witnessing a continuation of difficulty regarding 
race relations in our nation and world today.  For generations, most people have 
either themselves experienced racism, or know of others who have endured some 
form of oppression and/or injustice simply because of their ethnicity.  What are we 
to do in times like these?  How do we withstand injustice?  Does the Bible deal 
with this issue? 

 

Regardless of which race or nationality you identify with, any form of oppression, 
mistreatment or hatred shown towards anyone because of what they have done or 
their God-given appearance is _________.  Genesis 1:26-27; 1 John 4:20 

 

______________ is a direct result of ________________. 

 

Esther could be compared to a game of chess where God and Satan are invisible 
players using Kings, Queens, and Nobles. -Anonymous 

 

What moves do we see playing out in the story of Esther: 

 

God’s Sovereignty: 

God is the supreme ________________ and all things are under _________ control. 

 

This story begins in 483 BC; this is 103 years after Nebuchadnezzar had taken the 
Jews into captivity, 54 years after Zerubbabel led the first group of exiles back to 
Jerusalem and 25 years before Ezra led the 2nd group back to Jerusalem. 

 



Chapters 1-2 Tell us through a turn of events and “circumstances” Esther becomes 
Queen of Persia. 

 

Keep in mind, during the first return from exile back to Jerusalem many people left 
Persia, but some stayed because they had _____________________ themselves or 
they were _____________________ of the dangerous journey back to their 
homeland.  

 

Esther’s parents/family were among those who chose _______ to return to 
Jerusalem even though Cyrus, had issued a decree allowing them to do so. 

Esther 1:7 

 

What’s that again?   

*King Xerxes threw a __________ day celebration (Esther 1:4) 

*King Xerxes threw a _________ day after party (Esther 1:5) 

*King Xerxes became intoxicated by wine and called for Queen Vashti (Esther 
1:10-11) 

*Queen Vashti ______________. (Esther 1:12) 

*King Xerxes sought advice from his counselors who then recommended that Queen 
Vashti be banished. (Esther 1:19) 

*They searched for a new Queen and selected _______________. (Esther 2:15-18) 

 

As you look back over your life, can you see God making moves even when times 
were difficult? 

 

What were they and can you recall the outcome? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Racial Hatred: 



Mordecai Vs. Haman 

 

The hatred Haman and Mordecai had towards one another was nothing new… 

 

Did you know:  

 

Mordecai was a descendant of ____________ and the Benjamites (Esther 2:5; 1 
Samuel 9:1) and Haman was a descendant of ______________ and the Agagites 
(Esther 3:1; 1 Samuel 15:8-9). 

 

Why does this matter? 

 

The Amalekites and Isralites have always had problems with each other every since 
they attacked Israel in the desert after leaving Egypt. (Exodus 17:8-16) 

 

Haman wanting power and prestige wanted to eliminate all the Isralites from the 
world so he devised a plan of genocide. Esther 3:1-6; 3:8-9; 13 

 

Genocide: 

Deliberate and systematic ________________ of a group of people because of their 
ethnicity, nationality, religion, or race. 

 

What are some examples that you see of this happening in our world? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Action: 

When the word got back to Mordecai, he took action by…. 

 



#1 Mourning; tearing his clothes, putting on sackcloth/ashes, and weeping. (Ester 
4:1-3) (Jeremiah 6:26) 

 

*He felt __________ for potentially prompting retaliation. 

 

#2 Speaking decisively to Queen Esther about what was going on. (Esther 4:7-8)  
But Esther’s initial response was fear. (Esther 4:11-12)  However, she was reminded 
that God was in control.  One thing we must all remember is whatever privilege, 
opportunities or success we have is to use our platforms to glorify God. 

 

Notice the faith Mordecai had in God keeping His ____________ to His people…  
(Esther 4:13-14) 

 

As you reflect on the injustice in this world are you holding on to His promises over 
your life?  

 

Psalm 18:3; Psalm 23:4; Psalm 34:17; Ephesians 3:16-19 

 

Can you imagine what would happen if God’s people stood together and spoke out 
against hatred for the glory of His Kingdom?  

 

Why do you think it’s hard for believer’s from different races and backgrounds to 
come together on issues like racism? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Finally, Esther begins to takes action: 

 

#1 She asks Mordecai to call on everyone in the area to _________ and 
____________ together. 

 



#2 She declares to do whatever it takes to see that her people are spared. (Esther 
4:16) 

 

What is something you can do right now to see to it that the poor, oppressed, and 
marginalized are heard?  

 

Luke 9:24 

 

“If a man has not discovered something that he will die for, he isn’t fit 
to live.”  

-Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.     


