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In this lesson you will discover that you belong in a plan much larger than any one of us.  Each of us 
is a part of Jesus’ Church and the mission and vision of Word of Life Church. Together we are 
changing the world.  
 
You belong...in Jesus’ “church”. 
Matthew 16:18 “and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hell shall not [prevail 
against it.” 
 
 Church (Greek: ekklesia): “a group called out of, called together, for a purpose.” 

 
 “The church”, (singular)--the unity of Christians throughout the world.  
Eph. 1:22 “And He...gave Him to be head over all things to the church” 
Eph. 3:21 “to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations” 

 
 “Churches” (plural)--local congregations, separate groups of believers. 
Galatians 1:2 “churches of Galatia” 
1 Cor. 14:33 “all the churches of the saints” 
Acts 9:31 “the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria...” 

 
 “Churches of Christ”, “church of God” show that clearly it is the Lord’s church. (Mt. 16:18, 
Colossians 2:19) 
 

Church Membership.  
God automatically makes each believer a member when he is saved. 
Acts 2:47 “And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” 
1 Corinthians 12:18 “...God has set the members in the body, just as He pleased.” 
 
Membership means  

• Means making a relational commitment (covenant) to the people of that church, and 
• Means making a commitment to knowing and seeking the fulfillment of the church’s vision 

and purpose. 
 

You Belong 
Ephesians I:6 you’re “accepted in the beloved.” 
Ephesians 2:19 “no more foreigners (outsiders, those who don’t belong,) and strangers”, you’re 
“fellow citizens with the saints, members of the household of God.” 
Romans 12:5 NLT “We are parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.” 
 
For God has called us out of darkness, to belong in His family, be intimate with Him in relationship 
and has given us a part in his ongoing efforts in the world. 

 
1 Peter 2:9 TPT “But you are God’s chosen treasure[a]—priests who are kings,[b] a spiritual “nation” 
set apart as God’s devoted ones. He called you out of darkness to experience his marvelous light, 
and now he claims you as his very own. [You BELONG!]  He did this so that you would broadcast 
his glorious wonders throughout the world.” 
 
God’s Purpose for Word of Life Church 
We are here to connect people with God and His _________ for their lives. 
 We are committed to fulfilling our part of the     , walking in the 
         . 
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• Our Great Commission from Jesus: 
Matthew 28:18-20 “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

• Our Great Commandment from Jesus: 
Matthew 22:37-38 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’”  
 
John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. 
 
We are here to 

• Live in personal, loving relationship with God, honoring Him with worship and service 
• Love and serve our fellow man 
• Take the gospel of Christ to the world, and 
• Connect people with God and His     for their lives 

 
Our hope for you  

• Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved, secure in your relationship with God, His 
love and peace. 

• _________________: experience discovering, exploring and enjoying this new life in Christ as 
a committed member of one body, Word of Life Church. 

• Become the person who God has made you to be by embracing your God-given purpose. 
(Romans 12:1, 2.) 

• Build by participating in teamwork and innovation to build the Church with Jesus. 
 
 
The Word of Life Story 
The opening services of Word of Life Church were held in March of 1981. Loren Hirschy was called 
by God to assume the pastorate of Word of Life in 1985. Pastor Loren is a graduate of Rhema Bible 
Training College. He is ordained through Grace Fellowship Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma and Rhema 
Ministerial Association International. Pastor Loren and Joy have 3 grown children successfully 
serving the Lord.  
 
The pastoral team and dream teams of Word of Life Church work together to minister locally and 
around the world. Members have ministered in many foreign nations. In our local area and around 
the world, we have seen people saved, healed, and filled with the Holy Spirit-God touching people; 
spirit, soul and body 
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We value God’s word and Spirit. 
Psalm 138:2 “For You have magnified Your word above all Your name.” 
2 Corinthians 3:6 “for the Spirit gives life.” 
 
 We are intentional about weekend church 

• CELEBRATION: We believe church should be enjoyable 
Psalm 122:1 “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord.”  
 

• INSPIRATION: We believe church should be a place where people experience God’s 
presence. 
1 Corinthians 14:24–25 GNT “But...when some unbelievers or ordinary people come in, they 
will be convinced of their sin by what they hear. They will be judged by all they hear, their 
secret thoughts will be brought into the open, and they will bow down and worship God, 
confessing, ‘Truly God is here among you!’”  

 
• PREPARATION: We believe church should be a place where people learn how the Bible 

applies to their daily lives.  
Ephesians 4:11–12 “So Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip His people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up.” 
 

• SALVATION: We believe church should be a place where people can accept Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior.  
Romans 10:13–14 NLT “‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ But 
how can they call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him? And how can they 
believe in Him if they have never heard about Him? And how can they hear about Him 
unless someone tells them?” 

 
We value ___________________ and relationships outside church walls. 
We believe life and growth happen primarily in the context of relationships, through which we’re 
connected, supported and strengthened.  
 
Colossians 2:19 “from whom (Christ its Head) the whole body, in all its parts nourished and 
strengthened by its points of contact and connections grows with a growth that God produces, 
grows according to God’s design.”  
 

• Community Groups are 
A place to connect with others. (1 John 1:3-4)  
A place to grow together. (Ephesians 4:15) 
A place to protect each other. (1 John 3:15)  
Sermon-based. No previous knowledge required. We want to help each other learn to apply 
what Jesus is speaking to us. 
Everyone can join, any member can host. 

 
We embrace ______________. 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (We have) “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come.” 
 
Galatians 5:13 “through love (we) serve one another.” 
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We _____________ Jesus with others 
God sends us as His witnesses into our cities, region, nation and world.  
 
Acts 1:8 “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 

• We reach our cities and tri-state region (our “Jerusalem and Judea”) through personal 
witnessing, Sunday services, Jail Ministry, Outreach Connect Groups, living our faith in the 
workplace, our careers, jobs, businesses, social life, etc.), planting churches 
 

• We reach our nation and the world (our “Samaria and the uttermost parts of the earth”) 
through intentionally investing the top portion our General Fund income into ministry work 
all around the world.  
 (Learn more about the ministries we support on our website: mywordoflife.church). 
 

• You can participate in WOLC outreach by praying, giving and going. 
_______________ that we reach people with the Good News of Jesus.  
Matthew 9:37–38 “Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest 
field.’”  
 
_______________ your time and resources to reach people for Christ.  
Matthew 6:19–21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and 
vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.” 
 
________ to our cities, nation, and world to serve others and show people the love of 
God.  

 
LUKE 14:23 TLB “Go out into the country...and urge anyone you find to come, so that 
the house will be full.”  
 
ISAIAH 6:8–9 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who 
will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’ He said, ‘Go and tell this people...’” 
 

We have transparent church government 
Word of Life Church is structured to support the values of integrity, accountability, and spiritual 
authority.  
 

• We are guided by__________________.   
• We are governed by a Board of Trustees  
• We are __________________ by advisors. 
• We are strengthened by counsel and oversight. 

 
We practice ___________________ and _______________________. 
 

• Stewardship.  
We acknowledge that God is the source of all material things. Everything belongs to Him. 
He has placed things into our hands to administrate, to “steward”.  
1 Chronicles 29:14 (Literal translation) 
Everything that exists is from You, and we administrate it from Your hand.” 
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• Generosity.  
Generosity is one of the central themes in the Bible. To understand what it means to be a 
Christ-follower, requires understanding what it means to be large-hearted, cheerful in our 
giving.  
 

• Tithing and giving offerings is expected of Word of Life Church members.  
The giving of tithes and offerings is worship unto God--an expression of the relationship 
between the individual giver and the Lord, given to God through the church, not merely to 
the church. 
 
Tithing--giving God the top 10% of our income to the local church--is the primary, practical 
way we acknowledge that God is first in our lives. The tithe, or “first fruits” of our 
labor/income is special, holy to God. (We find this principle all throughout God’s Word--
Leviticus 27:30; Proverbs 3:9–10; Malachi 3:10-12, Genesis 14:17-20; John 8:39, etc.)  
 
An offering is giving over and above the tithe and is to be given cheerfully, (2 Cor. 9:7) 
“taking hold of the life that is truly life.” (1 Timothy 6:18–19).  

 
As the Lord prospers us, tithing members provide financial support to the church (Malachi 
3:10; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2; 2 Cor. 9:6–9), recognizing and acknowledging that the church can 
serve God fully only as its worshippers accept the responsibility to support and maintain the 
church financially.  

 
The “gift of giving” is a spiritual gift that God gives to some people--a Spirit-given capacity 
and desire to serve God by gathering and giving material resources, far beyond their tithe, 
to further the work of God.  
 
Romans 12:6, 8 “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your 
gift is... giving, then give generously” 

 
Becoming a member 
Members of Word of Life Church commit themselves to this Membership Covenant: 
“Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and being in agreement with the values and ideas 
presented in this membership class, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Word of Life 
Church family. In doing so, I make the following commitment to God and my fellow church 
members: 
 
• I will protect the unity of my church. 
• I will share the responsibility of my church.  
• I will serve the ministry of my church. 
• I will support the testimony of my church.” 

 
“I will protect the unity of my church by: 

• Acting in love toward other members  
• Refusing to gossip. 
• Following the leaders.” 

 
Romans 14:19 PH “So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth 
of our fellowship together.”  
 
Romans 15:5 TLB “Live in complete harmony with each other—each with the attitude of Christ 
toward each other.”  
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1 Peter1:22 GNT “Have a sincere love for other believers, love one another earnestly with all your heart.”  
 
Ephesians 4:29 “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs.”  
 
Hebrews 13:17 “Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch 
over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for 
that would be of no benefit to you.”  

 
“I will share the responsibility of my church by:  

• Praying for its growth and health.  
• Inviting the unchurched to attend.  
• Warmly welcoming those who visit.” 

 
1 Thessalonians 1:1–2 “To the church...we always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in 
our prayers.”  

 
Luke 14:23 TLB “Go out into the country...and urge anyone you find to come in, so that the house will be 
full.”  
 
Romans 15:7 “So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you; 
then God will be glorified.”  

 
“I will serve the ministry of my church by:  

• Developing ‘a servant’s heart.’ 
• Discovering my gifts and talents. 
• Using my God-given gifts to make a difference in the lives of others.”  

 
Philippians 2:4–5, 7 “Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of 
others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus... taking the form of a bondservant.”  
 
Ephesians 4:11–12 “So Christ Himself gave...pastors and teachers, to equip His people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”  
 
1 Peter 4:10 PH “Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you.”  
 
“I will support the testimony of my church by:  

• Attending church and participating in activities faithfully 
o Please respect your pastor enough to communicate if these change 

• Living a Godly life 
o Background checks are part of the process for volunteering 
o Volunteer Application includes agreeing to an Honor Code  

• Giving regularly.” 
 
Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not neglect our meeting together...but encourage one another.”  
 
Philippians 1:27 “But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the Gospel of 
Christ.”  
 
2 Corinthians 8:7 “Make sure that you also excel in this expression of your love--grace-filled generosity.” 
 
Complete Membership Form  
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Our Statement of Faith 

 
The Church accepts the Scriptures of the Holy Bible as a revealed will of God, the all-significant 
rule of faith and practice, and for the purpose of maintaining general unity, has adopted these 
Tenets of Faith and Doctrine.   

 
The Scriptures.  
The Bible is the inspired Word of God, the product of holy men of old who spoke and wrote as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit.  We accept the New Covenant, as recorded in the New Testament, 
as our infallible guide in matters pertaining to conduct and doctrine (2 Tim. 3:16; 1 Thess. 2: 13; 2 
Peter 1: 21).  
 
The Godhead.  
Our God is one, but manifested in three person--the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, being co-
equal (Phil. 2:6).   God the Father is greater than all; the Sender of the Word (Logos) and Begetter 
(John 14:28; John 16:28; John 1:14).   The Son is the Word flesh-covered, the One Begotten, and 
has existed with the Father from the beginning (John 1:1; John 1:18; John 1:14).  The Holy Spirit 
proceeds forth from both the Father and the Son and is eternal (John 15:26). 
 
Man, His Fall and Redemption.  
Man is a created being, made in the likeness and image of God, but through Adam’s transgression 
and fall, sin came into the world.  (“All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” “As it is 
written, there is none righteous, no, not one.”)  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was manifested to 
undo the works of the devil.  He gave His life by shedding His blood to redeem and restore man 
back to God (Rom. 3:23; Rom 3:10; Rom 5:14; 1 John 3:8). 
 
Salvation.  
Salvation is the gift of God to man, separate from works and the law, and is made operative by 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ, producing works acceptable to God (Eph. 2:8). 
 
Eternal life and the New Birth.  
Men’s first step towards salvation is godly sorrow that leads to repentance.  The New Birth is 
necessary to all men, and when experienced produces eternal life (2 Cor. 7:10; 1 John 5:12; John 
3:3-5).  
 
Baptism in Water.  
Baptism in water is by immersion, is a direct commandment of our Lord, and is for believers only. 
The ordinance is a symbol of the Christian’s identification with Christ in His death, burial, and 
resurrection. Baptism is done “under the authority of the Lord Jesus, in the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.” (Matt. 28:19; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12; Acts 8:36-39).  
 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a gift from God as promise by the Lord Jesus Christ to all believers 
in this dispensation and is received subsequent to the New Birth.  This experience is accompanied 
by the initial evidence of speaking in other tongues as the Holy Spirit Himself gives utterance (Matt. 
3:11; John 14:16-17; Acts 1:8: Acts 2:38-39; Acts 19:1-7; Acts 2:4).   
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Sanctification. 
The Bible teaches that without holiness no man can see the Lord.  We believe in the doctrine of 
sanctification as a definite, yet progressive, work of grace, commencing at the time of regeneration 
and continuing until the consummation of salvation at Christ’s return (Heb. 12:14; 1 Thess. 5:23; 2 
Peter 3:18; 2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 3:12-14; 1 Cor.1:30).  
 
Divine Healing. 
Healing is for the physical ills of a human body and is wrought by the power of God through, among 
other means, prayer of faith and by the laying of hands.  It is provided for in the atonement of Christ 
and is the privilege of every member of the Church today (Mark 16:18; James 5:14–15; 1 Peter 2:24; 
Matt 8:17; Isa. 53:4–5). 
 
Resurrection of the Just and the Return of Our Lord.  
The angel said to Jesus’ disciples, “The same Jesus… shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” His coming is imminent. When he comes, “The dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air (Acts 1:11; 1 Thess. 4:16-17). 
 
Following the Tribulation, Jesus shall return to earth as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and 
together with His saints, who shall be kings and priests, shall reign a thousand years (Rev. 20:6).  
 
Hell and Eternal Retribution. 
The one who physically dies in his sins without accepting Christ is hopelessly and eternally lost in 
the lake of fire and, therefore, has no further opportunity of hearing the Gospel or repenting.  The 
lake of fire is literal.  The terms eternal and everlasting, used in describing the duration of the 
punishment of the damned in the lake of fire, carry the same thought and meaning of endless 
existence as used in denoting the duration of joy and ecstasy of the saints in the presence of God 
(Heb. 9:27; Rev. 19:20).  
 
Marriage, Gender Identity and Sexual Relations. 
The Church only sanctions or conducts marriages between a man and a woman.  God instituted 
marriage between male and female as the foundation of the family, the basic structure of human 
society (Genesis 2:24).  God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in other 
than in the context of marriage between a man and a woman (Genesis 19:5, 26:8-11; Leviticus 
18:1-30; Romans 1:26-29: 1 Corinthians 5:1, 6:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 13:4).  God has 
wonderfully and immutably created each person as male or female.  These two distinct, 
complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God (Genesis 1:26-27). 


