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BIG IDEA
I can remember what God 

has done for us.

THE BIBLE
Crossing the Jordan River: Joshua 3:10-4:9; 

(Psalm 136)

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

LARGE GROUP TIME
�� MUSIC | “Fully Known”
�� ACTIVITY | Ark Relay
�� ACTIVITY | Stack It Up
�� QUESTION | Your Favorite Memories
�� THE BIG IDEA | I can remember what God 
has done for us.
�� VIDEO | Epic, Episode 4
�� SCRIPTURE | Joshua 3:10-4:9
�� VIDEO | Israelites Crossing the Jordan
�� ACTIVITY | Remembrance
�� SCRIPTURE | Psalm 136
�� REFLECTION | God’s Love Endures Forever
�� MUSIC | “I Love to Tell the Story”
�� PRAYER
�� MEMORY VERSE | Set in Stone

SMALL GROUP TIME
�� DISCUSSION

  Why did the Israelites build an altar after 
crossing the Jordan River?

  Why were there twelve stones?
  Can you remember other times in the Bible 

where God’s people were told to remember 
what God had done?

  Read Joshua 4:6b-7. Imagine one of the 
kids in the Bible story had asked you, “What 
do these stones mean?” How would you 
explain it to them?

  Do you or your family have things you do 
to remember events that have happened 
before?

  What are some things we do at church to 
remind us of things God has done?

  Why is it important to remember?
�� ACTIVITY | Story Stones
�� MEMORY VERSE | 1 Samuel 12:24 (NIV)

WEEK 4 

ELEMENTARY LESSON OUTLINE
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WEEK 4 

HACKS FOR PRETEENS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR PRETEENS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but preteens tend 
to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep your preteens 
more engaged.

BY HEATHER HENDERSON

ACTIVITY | Ark Relay

Have older kids work to construct their own Ark of the Covenant by providing the materials you 
YQWNF�WUG�VQ�EQPUVTWEV�KV�HQT�VJG�ITQWR�Ǿ

ACTIVITY | Remembrance

If possible, ask kids the week before to bring in pictures of then as a younger child and share what 
they remember about that photo.

SCRIPTURE | Psalm 136

#UM�QPG�QT�UGXGTCN�QNFGT�UVWFGPVU�VQ�DG�TGCFGTU�HQT�VJKU�NKVCP[�V[RG�TGCFKPI�Ǿ
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WEEK 4 

HACKS FOR KIDS WITH  

                    SPECIAL NEEDS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but kids with special 
needs tend to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep 
your kids with special needs more engaged.

BY ABBY BURG

ACTIVITY | Ark Relay

If you have students with limited mobility due to physical disabilities, alternatively you could play a 
game of Hot Potato with a box (you can choose to decorate it like the Ark of the Covenant or use a 
plain box). Sit in a circle and pass the box around while you play a song - such as “God of Wonders” 
from the beginning of the lesson or another song your kids are familiar with. Periodically, stop the 
music. Whoever is holding the box when the music stops is out. Keep playing until only one player 
remains.

ACTIVITY | Story Stones

(QT� MKFU�YKVJ� ƒPG�OQVQT� EJCNNGPIGU�� RTQXKFG� VJKEMGT�OCTMGTU� VJCV� CTG� GCUKGT� VQ� ITKR� CU� FTCYKPI�
utensils.
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BIG IDEA
I can remember what God 

has done for us.

THE BIBLE
Crossing the Jordan River: Joshua 3:10-4:9; 

(Psalm 136)

WEEK 4 

ELEMENTARY LESSON GUIDE

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

MUSIC | “Fully Known”

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this video and encourage the kids to sing along with you.

ACTIVITY | Ark Relay

  Welcome back to Epic! Our next wilderness adventure involves carrying the Ark of the Covenant. 
Let’s have a relay race carrying the Ark of the Covenant.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Before the kids arrive, prepare an Ark of the Covenant by taping a small box 
between two pool noodles and mark beginning and ending spots. Divide the class into two groups, 
YKVJ�GCEJ�ITQWR�NKPGF�WR�CV�GCEJ�QH�VJG�OCTMGF�RQKPVU��5JQY�VJG�ƒTUV�VYQ�MKFU�JQY�VQ�ECTT[�VJG�
poles on their shoulders across to the other side and hand it over to two kids in the other group to 
carry back. Continue until everyone has had a turn.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ +H� [QW�JCXG�UVWFGPVU�YKVJ� NKOKVGF�OQDKNKV[�FWG� VQ�RJ[UKECN�
disabilities, alternatively you could play a game of Hot Potato with a box (you can 
choose to decorate it like the Ark of the Covenant or use a plain box). Sit in a circle 
and pass the box around while you play a song - such as “God of Wonders” from the 
beginning of the lesson or another song your kids are familiar with. Periodically, stop 
the music. Whoever is holding the box when the music stops is out. Keep playing until 
only one player remains.

 # PRETEEN HACK:Ǿ*CXG�QNFGT�MKFU�YQTM�VQ�EQPUVTWEV�VJGKT�QYP�#TM�

https://youtu.be/FymxITRBBr4
https://ourpastimes.com/childrens-crafts-for-the-paul-silas-bible-story-12511839.html
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ACTIVITY | Stack It Up

  Today’s wilderness adventure also involves stacking stones. You’ll hear more about those later. 
For now, let’s play a game of stacking cups to remind us of the stones that will be stacked at the 
end of our EPIC adventure!

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each team twelve plastic cups (for the twelve tribes.) Ask each kid to stack 
the cups pyramid style (they will not make a complete pyramid), then take the cups down and 
RCUU�VJGO�VQ�VJG�PGZV�MKF�WPVKN�GXGT[�MKF�QP�VJG�VGCO�JCU�OCFG�C�UVCEM��5GG�YJKEJ�VGCO�ƒPKUJGU�
ƒTUV�

QUESTION | Your Favorite Memories

  Do you like to remember things that have happened?
  What is one of your favorite memories?
  How does your family keep a record of memories? Scrapbooks? Instagram?
  Today, we are going to learn about how the people of God sometimes remembered what God 

had done for them.

THE BIG IDEA | I can remember what God has done for us.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Make four paper boats and write each of the following phrases on the boats: 
ũ+�ECP�Ū�ũTGOGODGT�Ū�ũYJCV�)QF�JCU�Ū�ũFQPG�HQT�WU�Ū�2NCEG�VJGO�KP�C�DCUKP�ƒNNGF�YKVJ�YCVGT��#UM�MKF�
volunteers to pick a boat out of the water. Work as a group to put the Big Idea together.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

VIDEO | Epic, Episode 4

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s teaching video.

SCRIPTURE | Joshua 3:10-4:9

  INSTRUCTIONS: In advance, gather twelve paving stones or flat garden stones. Find Joshua 3 in 
[QWT�$KDNG�CPF�GPEQWTCIG�VJG�MKFU�VQ�ƒPF�KV��VQQ��9JKNG�TGCFKPI�VJG�XGTUGU��RCWUG�CV�VJG�KPFKECVGF�
points below to pile the stones one at a time. Explain stacking stones was a way for the Israelites 
to remember, so your stack of stones will help you remember important parts of the story.

  (Read Joshua 3:10, then add a stone.) We remember God is with us.
  (Read verse 13, then add a stone.) We remember God makes promises and keeps them.
  (Read verse 16, then add a stone.) We remember God does miracles.
  (Read verse 17, then add a stone.) We remember God cares for everyone.
  (Read Joshua 4:3, then add a stone.) We remember God is faithful.
  (Read verse 7, then add a stone.) We remember to thank God.
  (Read verse 8, then add a stone.) We remember to obey.
  (Read verse 9, then add a stone.) We remember to tell others about what God has done for us.
  (Read verse 11, then add a stone.) We remember to pay attention to what God is doing.
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https://youtu.be/1wu5oKy4m5s
http://growcurriculum.org/ElementaryTeachingVideosV3
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  (Read verse 18, then add a stone.) We remember God keeps promises.
  (Read verse 22, then add a stone.) We remember to praise God for what God has done.
  (Read verse 24, then add a stone.) We remember God is great.

VIDEO | Israelites Crossing the Jordan

  INSTRUCTIONS: Show this video, “The Israelites Crossing the Jordan” from Saddleback Kids, to 
review today’s Bible story.

ACTIVITY | Remembrance

  INSTRUCTIONS:�$GHQTG�VJG�MKFU�CTTKXG��EQNNGEV�RKEVWTGU�QH�UKIPKƒECPV�GXGPVU�KP�JKUVQT[��QPGU�VJCV�
most of your kids would know. Have kids describe each event. You could also include pictures of 
past events in your group and have kids remind each other of those occasions.

 # PRETEEN HACK: If possible, ask kids the week before to bring in pictures of then as a 
[QWPIGT�EJKNF�CPF�UJCTG�YJCV�VJG[�TGOGODGT�CDQWV�VJCV�RJQVQ�Ǿ

  How are these pictures like the stones in today’s story?

SCRIPTURE | Psalm 136

  We are going to read this chapter as a litany. A litany is a special prayer or reading used in some 
EJWTEJGU�YJGTG�VJG�NGCFGT�UC[U�UQOG�YQTFU�CPF�VJG�RGQRNG�UC[�QVJGTU��+�YKNN�TGCF�VJG�ƒTUV�RCTV�
of each verse and you will all say the second part together. Let’s notice how this Bible verse 
reminds us what God has done for us.

  INSTRUCTIONS:�(KPF�2UCNO�����KP�[QWT�$KDNG�CPF�GPEQWTCIG�VJG�MKFU�VQ�ƒPF�KV��VQQ��2TCEVKEG�VJG�
second half of each verse that repeats for the entire chapter, then read the chapter together, going 
back and forth in response.

 # PRETEEN HACK:�#UM�QPG�QT�UGXGTCN�QNFGT�UVWFGPVU�VQ�DG�TGCFGTU�Ǿ

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

REFLECTION | God’s Love Endures Forever

  Remembering the things God has done for us and other people helps us remember God’s love 
endures forever. Let’s explore some ways and things we can remember.

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a piece of paper and have them draw a big heart in pencil. Along 
VJG�NKPG��JCXG�VJG�MKFU�YTKVG�ũ)QFŦU�NQXG�GPFWTGU�HQTGXGTŪ�CU�OCP[�VKOGU�CU�KV�ƒVU�CTQWPF�VJG�JGCTV�

MUSIC | “I Love to Tell the Story”

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play the video, “I Love to Tell the Story,” and encourage the kids to sing along 
with you.

PRAYER

  INSTRUCTIONS: As a group, make a list of ten things God has done for you (either individually or 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVDU4XnbolI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkjprTF8Jks
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CU�C�ITQWR���;QW�OC[�ƒPF�KV�JGNRHWN�VQ�YTKVG�FQYP�VJKU�NKUV��#UM�HQT�C�HGY�XQNWPVGGTU�VQ�TGCF�KVGOU�
off of this list at the designated point in the prayer below.

  Dear God, You have done so many things for us (Read the list you just created together). Thank 
You for always being with us in this EPIC story we get to be part of. Help us to always remember 
Your never-changing love.

MEMORY VERSE | Set in Stone

  INSTRUCTIONS: Ahead of time, write the memory verse on smooth stones, one word on each 
stone. Encourage the kids to put the stones in order to create the memory verse, and ask them to 
repeat it as they do.

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

  Why did the Israelites build an altar after crossing the Jordan River?
  Why were there twelve stones?
  Can you remember other times in the Bible where God’s people were told to remember what 

God had done?
  Read Joshua 4:6b-7. Imagine one of the kids in the Bible story had asked you, “What do 

these stones mean?” How would you explain it to them?
  Do you or your family have things you do to remember events that have happened before?
  What are some things we do at church to remind us of things God has done?
  Why is it important to remember?

ACTIVITY | Story Stones

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a medium-sized smooth stone and permanent marker. Invite 
them to write a word or draw a picture or symbol to remind them of something God has done for 
them. Encourage them to carry the stone with them as a reminder.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ(QT�MKFU�YKVJ�ƒPG�OQVQT�EJCNNGPIGU��RTQXKFG�VJKEMGT�OCTMGTU�
that are easier to grip as drawing utensils.

MEMORY VERSE | 1 Samuel 12:24 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Introduce kids to this month’s memory verse, teaching them the signs (a 
combination of SEE and ASL) we’ve provided.
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