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BIG IDEA
I can take risks for God.

THE BIBLE
Rahab Helps the Israelite Spies: Joshua 2:1-15; 

(Philippians 4:10-13)

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

LARGE GROUP TIME
�� MUSIC | “You Make Me Brave”
�� ACTIVITY | Cup and Ball Hunt
�� ACTIVITY | Hide the Spy
�� POLL | Epic Risk-Takers
�� THE BIG IDEA | I can take risks for God.
�� VIDEO | Epic, Episode 3
�� SCRIPTURE | Joshua 2:1-15
�� ACTIVITY | Story Rope
�� STORY | A Risky Story
�� SCRIPTURE | Philippians 4:10-13
�� ACTIVITY | Secret Mission
�� REFLECTION | Epic News
�� PRAYER
�� MEMORY VERSE | Word Search

SMALL GROUP TIME
�� DISCUSSION

  What risks did the spies take by going to 
Jericho?

  What risks did Rahab take by protecting the 
spies?

  What risks did Paul take by building new 
churches for God?

  Read Philippians 4:13. What does this verse 
tell us about God’s response to your taking 
risks for God?

  Why is it important to take risks for God?
  When do you think it is okay to take a risk?
  What is one risk you think you can take for 

God?
�� ACTIVITY | Remembrance Bracelets
�� MEMORY VERSE | 1 Samuel 12:24 (NIV)

WEEK 3 

ELEMENTARY LESSON OUTLINE
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WEEK 3 

HACKS FOR PRETEENS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR PRETEENS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but preteens tend 
to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep your preteens 
more engaged.

BY HEATHER HENDERSON

STORY | A Risky Story

Involve your preteens in this segment. Either have kids share a relevant story, or if no one has 
anything to share, have the kids craft a story that may require taking a risk for God.

REFLECTION | Epic News

Ask students to share some stories they know of situations that seem unjust–bullying at school, 
kids who live with food insecurity, etc.
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WEEK 3 

HACKS FOR KIDS WITH  

                    SPECIAL NEEDS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but kids with special 
needs tend to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep 
your kids with special needs more engaged.

BY ABBY BURG

SCRIPTURE | Joshua 2:1-15

+H�[QW�JCXG�MKFU�YKVJ�TGCFKPI�FKUCDKNKVKGU��EQPUKFGT�JCXKPI�VJG�MKFU�RCKT�WR�VQ�ƒPF�VJG�XGTUG�KP�VJGKT�
$KDNGU�VQIGVJGT��2TQXKFG�TGOKPFGTU�VQ�VJG�ITQWR�CU�VJG[�ƒPF�VJG�XGTUG�
K�G��ũ6JG�ƒTUV�DQQM�QH�VJG�
Bible is Genesis. Then comes Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, then Joshua,” “The big 
numbers on the page are for the chapters and the little numbers are for the verses,” etc.).

MEMORY VERSE | Word Search

(QT�MKFU�YKVJ�ƒPG�OQVQT�EJCNNGPIGU��RTQXKFG�OCTMGTU�QT�EJWPM[�ETC[QPU�VJCV�CTG�GCUKGT�VQ�ITKR�CU�
drawing utensils. For kids with reading disabilities, consider talking through strategies to complete 
VJG�YQTF�UGCTEJ�
G�I���ũ6JG�YQTF�YGŦTG�NQQMKPI�HQT�UVCTVU�YKVJ�ťU�Ŧ�.GVŦU�ƒPF�CP�ťUŦ�UQOGYJGTG�QP�VJKU�
page.”) and/or having the kids work in pairs, encouraging teamwork to complete the puzzle.



Grow Children's Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2019 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

BIG IDEA
I can take risks for God.

THE BIBLE
Rahab Helps the Israelite Spies: Joshua 2:1-15; 

(Philippians 4:10-13)

WEEK 3 

ELEMENTARY LESSON GUIDE

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

MUSIC | “You Make Me Brave”

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this video and encourage the kids to sing and dance along with you.
  What is your favorite part of this song?

ACTIVITY | Cup and Ball Hunt

  Hey, friends! I’m so glad you’re here for our Epic adventures of God’s people in the wilderness. 
Today, we’re going to learn about more spies!

  Let’s start with a different kind of hide and seek game.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Place cups upside down around the room with small balls hidden under half 
QH�VJGO��#UM�VJG�MKFU�VQ�NQQM�WPFGT�QPG�EWR�CV�C�VKOG�VQ�ƒPF�C�DCNN��+H�VJG[�ƒPF�QPG��CUM�VJGO�VQ�
TGOQXG�KV�CPF�RNCEG�KV�WPFGT�CPQVJGT�EWR��5GV�C�VKOGT�HQT�ƒXG�QT�VGP�OKPWVGU�VQ�UKIPCN�VJG�GPF�QH�
the game.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ +H� [QW� JCXG� MKFU� YKVJ� NKOKVGF� OQDKNKV[� FWG� VQ� RJ[UKECN�
FKUCDKNKVKGU��EQPUKFGT�JCXKPI�VJG�MKFU�YQTM�KP�RCTVPGTU��2CTVPGTU�ECP�YQTM�VQIGVJGT�VQ�
decide which cup to look under and under which cup to hide the ball - if they’ve found 
one.

ACTIVITY | Hide the Spy

  INSTRUCTIONS: Choose one kid to be “ it” and two people to be “the spies.” While “ it” closes their 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8F3I05ZXW0
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G[GU�CPF�EQWPVU�VQ�����GXGT[QPG�JGNRU�VJG�ũURKGUŪ�JKFG��9JGP�ũ KVŪ�KU�FQPG�EQWPVKPI��GXGT[QPG�VTKGU�
VQ�OKUNGCF�ũ KVŪ�UQ�VJCV�VJG[�ECPŦV�ƒPF�VJG�URKGUа

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ(QT�MKFU�YJQUG�OQXGOGPV�KU�KORCKTGF�D[�C�RJ[UKECN�FKUCDKNKV[��
alternatively you can play a hiding game while seated at a table. Have one kid designated 
as “It” close their eyes while another kid is given a small stuffed animal or object to hide 
KP�VJGKT�NCR��9JGP�ũ+VŪ�QRGPU�VJGKT�G[GU��VJG[�OWUV�IWGUU�YJQ�JCU�VJG�UVWHHGF�CPKOCN�QT�
object hidden in their lap.

  5GG�JQY�[QW�YQTMGF�VQIGVJGT�VQ�JKFG�VJG�URKGU�UQ�VJCV�KV�YCU�JCTFGT�HQT�VJG�ũKVŪ�RGTUQP�VQ�ƒPF�
them? I know that’s not how you normally play hide-and-seek, but like we’ll learn from today’s 
Bible story, sometimes it’s necessary to break the rules to do what is right!

POLL | Epic Risk-Takers

  INSTRUCTIONS: Make 4 paper signs with these statements: “I am cautious: I don’t like taking 
risks” / “I am calculated: I take risks after thinking it through” / “I am spontaneous: I take some 
TKUMUŪ���ũ+�CO�TKUM[��+�NQXG�VCMKPI�TKUMUаŪ�2NCEG�VJGO�KP���FKHHGTGPV�EQTPGTU�QH�VJG�TQQO��CPF�CUM�MKFU�
to stand in the corner that best describes them.

  In which situations would it be okay to be spontaneous or risky?
  In which situations would it be better to be cautious or calculated?

THE BIG IDEA | I can take risks for God.

  INSTRUCTIONS:�2TGRCTG�C�DCI�QH�VTGCVU�
UWEJ�CU�UOCNN�RTK\GU��ECPF[��GVE����#UM�HQT�C�MKF�XQNWPVGGT�
CPF�CUM�VJGO�VQ�EJQQUG�ũJGCFUŪ�QT�ũVCKNU�Ū�+H�VJG[�EJQQUG�ũVCKNU�Ū�HQT�GZCORNG��VGNN�VJGO�GXGT[�VKOG�
VJG�EQKP�NCPFU�QP�ũVCKNU�Ū�VJG[�YKNN�IGV�C�UOCNN�RTK\G��#HVGT�VJG[�JCXG�ICVJGTGF�SWKVG�VJG�HQTVWPG�
NKMG�
ƒXG�VQ�VGP�KVGOU���VGNN�VJGO�QP�VJG�PGZV�HNKR��KH�KV�NCPFU�QP�ũVCKNU�Ū�VJG[�YKNN�IGV�FQWDNG�VJG�COQWPV�VJG[�
CNTGCF[�JCXG��DWV�KH�KV�NCPFU�QP�ũJGCFU�Ū�VJG[�YKNN�NQUG�KV�CNN��6JGP��IKXG�VJGO�VJG�EJQKEG�VQ�LWUV�YCNM�
CYC[�YKVJ�YJCV�VJG[�JCXG��QT�HNKR�VJG�EQKP�VQ�IGV�FQWDNG�

  What is it like to take a risk? It’s sometimes hard to decide because you don’t know what’s going 
to happen next! But when God is in the picture, we don’t have to worry. We learned to trust God 
last week, right? And when we trust God, a risk for God is worth it. That’s today’s Big Idea: I can 
take risks for God.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

VIDEO | Epic, Episode 3

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s teaching video.

SCRIPTURE | Joshua 2:1-15

  INSTRUCTIONS: Find Joshua 2:1-15 in your Bible and encourage the kids to do the same. Read 
it aloud.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ+H�[QW�JCXG�MKFU�YKVJ�TGCFKPI�FKUCDKNKVKGU��EQPUKFGT�JCXKPI�VJG�
MKFU�RCKT�WR�VQ�ƒPF�VJG�XGTUG�KP�VJGKT�$KDNGU�VQIGVJGT��2TQXKFG�TGOKPFGTU�VQ�VJG�ITQWR�
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http://growcurriculum.org/ElementaryTeachingVideosV3


EPIC | ELEMENTARY — WEEK 3 LESSON GUIDE        

Grow Children's Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2019 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

CU�VJG[�ƒPF�VJG�XGTUG�
K�G��ũ6JG�ƒTUV�DQQM�QH�VJG�$KDNG�KU�)GPGUKU��6JGP�EQOGU�'ZQFWU��
.GXKVKEWU��0WODGTU��&GWVGTQPQO[��VJGP�,QUJWC�Ū�ũ6JG�DKI�PWODGTU�QP�VJG�RCIG�CTG�HQT�
VJG�EJCRVGTU�CPF�VJG�NKVVNG�PWODGTU�CTG�HQT�VJG�XGTUGU�Ū�GVE���

  What is a risk? In today’s Bible story, there is a lot of risk-taking happening!
  The two spies from Israel took a huge risk for God by sneaking into Jericho. Something terrible 

could have happened to them if they were caught by the king of Jericho. But they did it anyway, 
because they knew that their job of spying on the land was a very important one.

  Rahab also took a big risk for God by hiding the spies from the king of Jericho. She could have 
turned them in–that would have been the safer choice. She might have even gotten a reward 
for doing it. But somehow she knew that God was about to give Jericho over to the Israelites, 
and she wanted to do what was right in God’s eyes.

  Taking risks is tricky. You should never do anything dangerous or something that breaks the 
NCYŢ)QF�YQWNF�PQV�DG�RNGCUGF�YKVJ�VJCVЯ�$WV�[QW�YKNN�ƒPF�VJCV�VJGTG�CTG�VKOGU�YJGP�[QW�PGGF�
to take a risk in order to do something that would please God.

  Let’s talk about it: How do you know when it’s okay to take a risk?

ACTIVITY | Story Rope

  INSTRUCTIONS: Pass around a length of rope. Have kids work together to retell the story. Each 
MKF�VGNNU�QPG�RCTV�QH�VJG�UVQT[��CPF�OCMGU�C�MPQV�KP�VJG�TQRG��6JGP�VJG[�RCUU�KV�VQ�VJG�PGZV�MKF��YJQ�
UC[U�YJCV�JCRRGPU�PGZV��VJGP�OCMGU�C�MPQV�

STORY | A Risky Story

  INSTRUCTIONS:�5JCTG�C�UVQT[�CDQWV�C�VKOG�YJGP�[QW��QT�UQOGQPG�[QW�MPQY�VQQM�C�TKUM�HQT�)QF��
Try to make your story about something small that kids might be able to relate to.

 # PRETEEN HACK: Involve your preteens in this segment. Either have kids share a 
TGNGXCPV�UVQT[��QT�KH�PQ�QPG�JCU�CP[VJKPI�VQ�UJCTG��JCXG�VJG�MKFU�ETCHV�C�UVQT[�VJCV�OC[�
TGSWKTG�VCMKPI�C�TKUM�HQT�)QF�Ǿ

SCRIPTURE | Philippians 4:10-13

  INSTRUCTIONS: Find Philippians 4:10-13 in your Bible and read it aloud.
  Paul took a lot of risks for God. In this letter, Paul is telling his friends that he trusts God in 

everything. Because he trusts God, he knows that God will help him with whatever he is facing.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

ACTIVITY | Secret Mission

  INSTRUCTIONS:�+P�CFXCPEG��RTGRCTG�VJG�5GETGV�/KUUKQP�GPXGNQRGU��)KXG�QPG�GPXGNQRG�VQ�GCEJ�
kid or small group. Ask them to open the envelope and read the mission. After asking the following 
SWGUVKQPU��EQORCTG�OKUUKQPU�CPF�CPUYGTU�

  Would completing this mission involve taking risks for God? How?
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REFLECTION | Epic News

  INSTRUCTIONS:�#JGCF�QH� VKOG�� ƒPF�PGYURCRGT�CTVKENGU�QT�RTKPV� WR�QPNKPG�CTVKENGU�QH� EWTTGPV�
events which call for political or social justice action. Share these with the kids.

 # PRETEEN HACK:Ǿ #UM� UVWFGPVU� VQ� UJCTG� UQOG�UVQTKGU� VJG[� MPQY�QH� UKVWCVKQPU� VJCV�
UGGO�WPLWUVŢDWNN[KPI�CV�UEJQQN��MKFU�YJQ�NKXG�YKVJ�HQQF�KPUGEWTKV[��GVE�

  How could you take risks to work toward the Kingdom of God in these situations?

PRAYER

  INSTRUCTIONS:�2TGRCTG�C�RQUVGT�YKVJ� VJG�YQTF� ũ-CRQYаŪ� KP� VJG�OKFFNG� 
UQOGVJKPI� NKMG� this). 
Invite kids to write down different ways they each can take a risk for God. Read each one together 
before this prayer.

  God, we thank you for helping us to take risks for you. Help us to be wise to know which risks to 
take. Give us EPIC faith to do great things for you.

MEMORY VERSE | Word Search

  INSTRUCTIONS: Using an QPNKPG�YQTF�UGCTEJ�IGPGTCVQT� create a word search puzzle containing 
key words from the memory verse in it. Give each kid a copy of the puzzle and a pencil. Ask them 
VQ�ƒPF�VJG�YQTFU�QH�VJG�OGOQT[�XGTUG�KP�VJG�RW\\NG��5OCNN�ITQWRU�QH�VYQ�QT�VJTGG�MKFU�ECP�YQTM�
VQIGVJGT��9JGP�ƒPKUJGF��TGCF�VJG�OGOQT[�XGTUG�VQIGVJGT�

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ(QT�MKFU�YKVJ�ƒPG�OQVQT�EJCNNGPIGU��RTQXKFG�OCTMGTU�QT�EJWPM[�
ETC[QPU�VJCV�CTG�GCUKGT�VQ�ITKR�CU�FTCYKPI�WVGPUKNU��(QT�MKFU�YKVJ�TGCFKPI�FKUCDKNKVKGU��
EQPUKFGT�VCNMKPI�VJTQWIJ�UVTCVGIKGU�VQ�EQORNGVG�VJG�YQTF�UGCTEJ�
G�I���ũ6JG�YQTF�YGŦTG�
NQQMKPI�HQT�UVCTVU�YKVJ�ťU�Ŧ�.GVŦU�ƒPF�CP�ťUŦ�UQOGYJGTG�QP�VJKU�RCIG�Ū��CPF�QT�JCXKPI�VJG�
MKFU�YQTM�KP�RCKTU��GPEQWTCIKPI�VGCOYQTM�VQ�EQORNGVG�VJG�RW\\NG�

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

  What risks did the spies take by going to Jericho?
  What risks did Rahab take by protecting the spies?
  What risks did Paul take by building new churches for God?
  Read Philippians 4:13. What does this verse tell us about God’s response to your taking risks 

for God?
  Why is it important to take risks for God?
  When do you think it is okay to take a risk?
  What is one risk you think you can take for God?

ACTIVITY | Remembrance Bracelets

  Rahab let the spies out of the city by hanging a scarlet rope out of the window for them to climb 
down.
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http://www.writemysite.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Kapow_comic_writing_impact.png
https://wordmint.com/word-search-maker
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  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid three strands of red embroidery floss tied together at one end. 
'PEQWTCIG�VJGO�VQ�GKVJGT�VYKUV�QT�DTCKF�VJG�UVTCPFU�CEEQTFKPI�VQ�VJGKT�CDKNKV[��9JGP�ƒPKUJGF��CUM�
VJGO�VQ�VKG�VJG�DTCEGNGV�VJG[�JCXG�LWUV�ETGCVGF�CTQWPF�VJG�YTKUV�QH�QPG�QH�VJG�QVJGT�MKFU��UC[KPI��
“You can take risks for God.”

MEMORY VERSE | 1 Samuel 12:24 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS:� +PVTQFWEG� MKFU� VQ� VJKU� OQPVJŦU� OGOQT[� XGTUG�� VGCEJKPI� VJGO� VJG� UKIPU� 
C�
EQODKPCVKQP�QH�5''�CPF�#5.��YGŦXG�RTQXKFGF�
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