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BIG IDEA
God gives us the Holy Spirit.

THE BIBLE
Pentecost: Acts 2:1-12;  

(John 14:25-26)

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

LARGE GROUP TIME
�� ACTIVITY | Piñata Partners
�� ACTIVITY | Ask For Help
�� QUESTION | Who will help us?
�� THE BIG IDEA | God gives us the Holy Spirit.
�� VIDEO | Go, Episode 2
�� SCRIPTURE | Acts 2:1-12
�� VIDEO | The Spirit Comes Down
�� STORY | All by Myself
�� SCRIPTURE | John 14:25-26
�� REFLECTION | Ask the Holy Spirit for Help
�� MUSIC | Dance Party
�� PRAYER
�� MEMORY VERSE | Verse Sequence

SMALL GROUP TIME
�� DISCUSSION

  When did the Holy Spirit come?
  How did the Holy Spirit appear?
  What kinds of miraculous things happened 

when the Holy Spirit came?
  Read John 14:25-26. Why do you think the 

Holy Spirit reminds us of all that Jesus has 
said?

  Why do you think Jesus sent the Holy Spirit 
to be with us?

  How does the Holy Spirit help us?
  How will you ask the Holy Spirit to help you 

this week?
�� ACTIVITY | Pass the Answer Ball
�� MEMORY VERSE ^�/CVVJGY�����Ǿ
0+8�

WEEK 2 

ELEMENTARY LESSON OUTLINE
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WEEK 2 

HACKS FOR PRETEENS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR PRETEENS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but preteens tend 
to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep your preteens 
more engaged.

BY HEATHER HENDERSON

SCRIPTURE | Acts 2:1-12

To relate to the part in today’s Scripture about the people being able to suddenly speak in other 
languages, engage your preteens by asking them if they have ever tried to learn or study a new 
language, or if they have friends or family members who speak a language different than theirs. 
What language would they like to learn? Now, how cool would it be if we could just speak it all of a 
sudden?

STORY | All by Myself

Have pre-teens share their own stories of a time that they could have used help- at school, on a 
team, with their friends, etc.

REFLECTION | Ask the Holy Spirit for Help

As kids get older, many of them assert their independence by not asking for help. As kids reflect 
on how they can rely on the Holy Spirit for help, add an additional reflection element by asking your 
preteens about why we are sometimes reluctant to ask for help. Ask them what might be some 
consequences of not asking for help, and how we can overcome those barriers to seeking help.
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WEEK 2 

HACKS FOR KIDS WITH  

                    SPECIAL NEEDS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but kids with special 
needs tend to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep 
your kids with special needs more engaged.

BY ABBY BURG

ACTIVITY | Piñata Partners

(QT�MKFU�YKVJ�ƒPG�OQVQT�EJCNNGPIGU��EQPUKFGT�RTQXKFKPI�KPM�UVCORU�CU�QPG�QH�VJG�FGEQTCVKXG�GNGOGPVU�
if you choose to have kids decorate their own blindfold.

For the actual activity, you, or a peer buddy, can also help some of our friends with special needs so 
that they can strike the piñata with adequate force and direction. You can either guide their hands 
or verbally give them directions.

MUSIC | Dance Party

For kids whose movement is impaired by a physical disability, consider providing props such as 
colorful scarves, ribbons, or hoops to facilitate creative movement. And if your space and number 
of students permits, making these props available to everyone promotes an inclusive environment 
and amps up the fun!

ACTIVITY | Pass the Answer Ball

For some kids with learning disabilities related to processing, coming up with a response on the fly 
can be anxiety-inducing and cause them to freeze when it’s there turn. If you have a student who 
experiences these challenges, you can help by explaining the activity, then saying, “I’m going to start 
us off by sharing something I learned, then I’m going to pass the ball to [insert student’s name] so 
he/she can share. [Insert student’s name] will then pass the ball to someone else. Ready? Today I 
learned_______. Okay, [insert student’s name], it’s your turn!”
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BIG IDEA
God gives us the Holy Spirit.

THE BIBLE
Pentecost: Acts 2:1-12;  

(John 14:25-26)

WEEK 2 

ELEMENTARY LESSON GUIDE

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

ACTIVITY | Piñata Partners

  INSTRUCTIONS: Get a piñata (like this one) or follow these instructions to make your own! Fill the 
piñata with candies of your choice. You’ll also need a plastic bat and blindfolds for this activity, 
or ask the kids to make their own (like these piñata blindfolds). Hang the piñata somewhere in 
the room, outdoors on a tree, or on a long stick a volunteer can hold for the kids. Count off the 
kids (1, 2, 1, 2, etc.). When all the 2s have had a chance, let the 1s put masks on, and have 2s be 
helpers. Continue until the kids burst the piñata!

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ(QT�MKFU�YKVJ�ƒPG�OQVQT�EJCNNGPIGU��EQPUKFGT�RTQXKFKPI�KPM�
UVCORU�CU�QPG�QH�VJG�FGEQTCVKXG�GNGOGPVU�HQT�VJG�DNKPFHQNFU��;QW��QT�C�RGGT�DWFF[��ECP�
CNUQ�JGNR�UQOG�QH�QWT�HTKGPFU�YKVJ�URGEKCN�PGGFU�UVTKMG�VJG�RKȰCVC�

  All of the 2s, come up to the front and put your blindfold on! Now, all you have to do is make 
your way to the piñata, and when you do, I will give each of you 3 chances to strike the piñata. 
Easy peasy! Ready, set, go!�
#NNQY�MKFU�VQ�UVCTV�HWODNKPI�VJGKT�YC[�VQYCTFU�VJG�RKȰCVC�HQT�C�HGY�
UGEQPFU���Wait, wait, wait! Everyone stop! This would probably be a lot easier if you had someone 
helping you, wouldn’t it? 1s, come on up and partner up with a 2 and help them get to the piñata!

ACTIVITY | Ask For Help

  INSTRUCTIONS:�2WV�C�DCUMGV�ƒNNGF�YKVJ�ETC[QPU��OCTMGTU��CPF�RGPEKNU�CV�GCEJ�VCDNG�CPF�FKUVTKDWVG�
VJKU�YGGMŦU�RTKPVCDNG�VQ�GXGT[QPG��'PEQWTCIG�VJG�MKFU�VQ�YTKVG�QT�FTCY�FKHHGTGPV�VJKPIU�VJG[�OKIJV�

https://amzn.to/2Xx6oCe
https://www.berries.com/blog/how-to-make-a-pinata-three-ways
http://www.andweplay.com/home-/dorblog.com/2013/05/diy-pinata-blindfold.html
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PGGF�JGNR�YKVJ�KP�VJGKT�NKXGU��/CMG�UQOG�UWIIGUVKQPU��NKMG�JQOGYQTM��RC[KPI�HQT�CP�KVGO�CV�VJG�
UVQTG��TGCEJKPI�VJG�EGTGCN�DQYNU�KP�VJG�EWRDQCTF��IGVVKPI�VQ�UEJQQN�KP�VJG�OQTPKPI��QT�CP[VJKPI�GNUG�
VJG[�LWUV�ECPŦV�SWKVG�FQ�YKVJQWV�UQOG�JGNR�HTQO�UQOGQPG�GNUG�[GV��0GZV�VQ�GCEJ�KVGO��VGNN�VJGO�VQ�
YTKVG�FQYP�VJG�RGTUQP�
QT�RGQRNG��VJG[�YQWNF�CUM�HQT�JGNR��OC[DG�C�RCTGPV��VGCEJGT��RCUVQT��UKDNKPI��
QT�HTKGPF�

QUESTION | Who will help us?

  Let’s stop and think about the activities we just did. We did a trust activity where we needed 
someone else’s help to get where we needed to go. We also thought about different times we 
need help in our lives.

  It’s so nice to have people who help us, isn’t it? When we are having a problem, whether it’s at 
school or at home, whether it’s really big or really small, there are people in our lives we can ask 
for help.

  But what if we needed help to do the right thing when it’s hard, make good decisions when we 
just don’t know how to choose, or be brave even when things are really, really scary? Who will 
help us with these things?

THE BIG IDEA | God gives us the Holy Spirit.

  Well, guess what? I have great news! We do have someone who does that. We have access to 
our very own Helper and our Helper gives us an extra boost to face the hard stuff in our lives 
every single day! The name of our helper is Holy Spirit. Has anyone heard that name before? 
Yeah! The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God and that’s who we’re going to learn about today. I want 
you to repeat our Big Idea after me:

  God 
2QKPV�WRYCTF��
  Gives us 
2QKPV�VQ�UGNH��
  The Holy Spirit 
2QKPV�WRYCTF��

  Our Helper, the Holy Spirit, gives us power, direction, and guidance.

SO WHAT?�9J[�FQGU�KV�OCVVGT�VQ�)QF�CPF�VQ�WU!

VIDEO | Go, Episode 2

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s VGCEJKPI�XKFGQ�

SCRIPTURE | Acts 2:1-12

  INSTRUCTIONS:�4GCF�#EVU��������VQIGVJGT�
  This story is about a day called “Pentecost.” Pentecost is a day that is celebrated 50 days after 
'CUVGT��#PF�2GPVGEQUV�EGNGDTCVGU�VJG�XGT[�ƒTUV�VKOG�VJG�*QN[�5RKTKV�UJQYGF�WR�

  So what happened here was, Jesus had just gone back to Heaven so He was no longer with the 
disciples on Earth. You might remember from last week that Jesus left them all with a mission 
DGHQTG�*G� NGHV�� VJQWIJ��$WV�YKVJ�CNN� VJG�JCTF�YQTM� VJCV�CYCKVGF� VJGO�� VJG�FKUEKRNGU�FGƒPKVGN[�
needed a helper! And that’s why Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be with them!
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http://growcurriculum.org/ElementaryTeachingVideosV3
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  The Bible story today says that Holy Spirit showing up was like a “mighty, rushing wind,” and 
the people began to speak in other languages! Can you imagine being able to just suddenly 
speak in other languages than the one you grew up learning? Wild, right? So, when the Helper 
showed up on the scene, things changed! It was a big deal! 

 # PRETEEN HACK:�#UM�VJGO�KH�VJG[�JCXG�GXGT�VTKGF�VQ�NGCTP�QT�UVWF[�C�PGY�NCPIWCIG��
QT�KH�VJG[�JCXG�HTKGPFU�QT�HCOKN[�OGODGTU�YJQ�URGCM�C�NCPIWCIG�FKHHGTGPV�VJCP�VJGKTU��
9JCV� NCPIWCIG�YQWNF� VJG[� NKMG� VQ� NGCTP!�0QY��JQY�EQQN�YQWNF� KV�DG� KH�YG�EQWNF� LWUV�
speak it all of a sudden?

VIDEO | The Spirit Comes Down

  Let’s review the story of Pentecost by watching this video!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show VJKU�XKFGQ��ũ,GUWUŦ�#UEGPUKQPŪ�D[�5CFFNGDCEM�-KFU�

STORY | All by Myself

  INSTRUCTIONS:�6GNN�C�UVQT[�CDQWV�C�VKOG�[QW�YGTG�NGHV�VQ�FQ�UQOGVJKPI�XGT[�FKHƒEWNV�QP�[QWT�
QYP��YKVJQWV�JGNR��(QT� KPUVCPEG��UQNXKPI�C�OCVJ�RTQDNGO�YKVJ�PQ�JGNR��QT�RKEMKPI�QWV�[QWT�QYP�
ENQVJGU�CU�C�EJKNF�HQT�VJG�ƒTUV�VKOG��-GGR�VJG�UVQT[�NKIJVJGCTVGF�CPF�GORJCUK\G�JQY�OWEJ�GCUKGT�
VJG�VCUM�YQWNF�JCXG�DGGP�JCF�[QW�JCF�JGNR�

 # PRETEEN HACK:Ǿ*CXG�RTG�VGGPU�UJCTG�VJGKT�QYP�UVQTKGU�QH�C�VKOG�VJCV�VJG[�EQWNF�JCXG�
WUGF�JGNR��CV�UEJQQN��QP�C�VGCO��YKVJ�VJGKT�HTKGPFU��GVE�

SCRIPTURE | John 14:25-26

  INSTRUCTIONS:�4GCF�VJKU�RCUUCIG��;QW�OC[�YCPV�VQ�WUG�C�$KDNG�VTCPUNCVKQP��UWEJ�CU�'58��YJGTG�
VJG�YQTF�ũ*GNRGTŪ�KU�WUGF�HQT�VJG�*QN[�5RKTKV�

  ,WUV� NKMG� +� PGGFGF�JGNR�YKVJ�C�FKHƒEWNV� VCUM��,GUWU�MPGY� KV�YQWNF�DG�FKHƒEWNV� HQT� VJQUG�YJQ�
believe in Him to live the way Jesus taught them. . . especially since Jesus couldn’t be seen on 
Earth anymore. They were going to need help, so Jesus sent the best kind of help!

  What was our Big Idea again? That’s right! God gives us the Holy Spirit. That means God 
does not leave US without help, either! The Holy Spirit, like we just read, helps us remember 
everything Jesus taught us, and gives us power to “GO” and carry out God’s mission!

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

REFLECTION | Ask the Holy Spirit for Help

  Earlier, you wrote down (or drew) different things you need help with, and you also mentioned 
who you would ask for help. The thing is, we can ask the Holy Spirit for help any time we need it. 
That’s why we like to call the Holy Spirit the Helper!

  INSTRUCTIONS:� 6CMG� QWV� VJG� EQORNGVGF� YQTMUJGGVU� HTQO� VJG� ũ#UM� HQT� *GNRŪ� CEVKXKV[� CV� VJG�
DGIKPPKPI�QH�VJKU�NGUUQP��+P�VJG�CTGC�YJGTG�VJG[�YTQVG�FQYP�YJQ�YKNN�JGNR�VJGO��JCXG�VJGO�CFF�
ũ*QN[�5RKTKV�Ū�QT�LWUV�ũ*5�Ū

 # PRETEEN HACK:�#FF�CP�CFFKVKQPCN�TGHNGEVKQP�GNGOGPV�D[�CUMKPI�[QWT�RTGVGGPU�CDQWV�
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcFw8pLBSIo
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YJ[� YG� CTG� UQOGVKOGU� TGNWEVCPV� VQ� CUM� HQT� JGNR�� #UM� VJGO� YJCV� OKIJV� DG� UQOG�
EQPUGSWGPEGU� QH� PQV� CUMKPI� HQT� JGNR�� CPF� JQY�YG� ECP� QXGTEQOG� VJQUG� DCTTKGTU� VQ�
UGGMKPI�JGNR�Ǿ

  Jesus left us with the Helper so we would have help with any situation we might be facing. So 
let’s remember to ask the Holy Spirit for help!

MUSIC | Dance Party

  Knowing God’s Spirit leads us and helps us sure makes me happy! It makes me want to get up 
and dance!

  INSTRUCTIONS:�2NC[�C�HWP��WRDGCV�UQPI�QH�[QWT�EJQQUKPI�CPF�IKXG�MKFU�C�EJCPEG�VQ�OQXGа�
%JGEM�QWV��ũGet Up and Dance” by Hillsong Kids or ũ%CP�;QW�(GGN�VJG�,Q[Ū�D[�%JTKUV�/WUKE�-KFU�

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:�2TQXKFG�RTQRU�UWEJ�CU�EQNQTHWN�UECTXGU��TKDDQPU��QT�JQQRU�VQ�
HCEKNKVCVG�ETGCVKXG�OQXGOGPV��/CMKPI�VJGUG�RTQRU�CXCKNCDNG�VQ�GXGT[QPG�RTQOQVGU�CP�
KPENWUKXG�GPXKTQPOGPV�CPF�CORU�WR�VJG�HWPа

PRAYER

  Thank You, God, for sending the Holy Spirit to be our helper. Please help us remember we can 
always ask our Helper to give us wise thoughts and good ideas, and that we can always, always, 
always ask the Holy Spirit for help.

MEMORY VERSE | Verse Sequence

  INSTRUCTIONS:�#UM�VJG�MKFU�VQ�TGRGCV�VJG�XGTUG�CHVGT�[QW��UVCTVKPI�YKVJ�QPG�YQTF��CPF�CFFKPI�QP�
C�PGY�YQTF�YKVJ�GCEJ�TGRGVKVKQP�
K�G���.GV�
NGV���.GV�[QWT�
NGV�[QWT���NGV�[QWT�NKIJV�
NGV�[QWT�NKIJV���GVE���

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

  When did the Holy Spirit come?
  How did the Holy Spirit appear?
  What kinds of miraculous things happened when the Holy Spirit came?
  Read John 14:25-26. Why do you think the Holy Spirit reminds us of all that Jesus has said?
  Why do you think Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be with us?
  How does the Holy Spirit help us?
  How will you ask the Holy Spirit to help you this week?

ACTIVITY | Pass the Answer Ball

  INSTRUCTIONS:�'CEJ�UOCNN�ITQWR�YKNN�PGGF�QPG�DCNN��.GCFGTU�YKNN�UVCTV�YKVJ�VJG�DCNN�CPF�RCUU�KV�
VQ�QPG�MKF�CHVGT�GZRNCKPKPI�VJG�CEVKXKV[а

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ(QT�MKFU�YKVJ�EJCNNGPIGU�TGNCVGF�VQ�RTQEGUUKPI��GZRNCKP�CPF�
OQFGN�VJG�CEVKXKV[�D[�UC[KPI�Ǿũ+ŦO�IQKPI�VQ�UVCTV�WU�QHH�D[�UJCTKPI�UQOGVJKPI�+�NGCTPGF��
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https://youtu.be/nTqw8MQQpZk
https://youtu.be/zSZo-ZjlhMs


GO | ELEMENTARY — WEEK 2 LESSON GUIDE        

Grow Children's Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2019 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

VJGP�+ŦO�IQKPI�VQ�RCUU�VJG�DCNN�VQ�=KPUGTV�UVWFGPVŦU�PCOG?�UQ�JG�UJG�ECP�UJCTG��=+PUGTV�
UVWFGPVŦU�PCOG?�YKNN�VJGP�RCUU�VJG�DCNN�VQ�UQOGQPG�GNUG��4GCF[!�6QFC[�+�NGCTPGFAAAAAAA��
1MC[��=KPUGTV�UVWFGPVŦU�PCOG?��KVŦU�[QWT�VWTPаŪ

  Okay, we’re going to pass the answer ball! This is the answer ball. When it gets thrown to 
you, you’re going to share one thing you learned from this lesson with the group. If you can’t 
think of anything you learned, instead, you can ask a question about what we talked about. 
Here goes... catch!

/'/14;�8'45'�^�/CVVJGY�����Ǿ
0+8�

  INSTRUCTIONS:� +PVTQFWEG� MKFU� VQ� VJKU� OQPVJŦU� OGOQT[� XGTUG�� VGCEJKPI� VJGO� VJG� UKIPU� 
C�
EQODKPCVKQP�QH�5''�CPF�#5.��YGŦXG�RTQXKFGF�
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