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BIG IDEA
I can spend time with God 

anywhere.

THE BIBLE
The Israelites Build the Tabernacle: Exodus 35:4-35

WELCOME TIME
�� ACTIVITY | Weary Wanderers
�� ACTIVITY | Time Flies By

TEACHING TIME
�� MUSIC | Everywhere I Go
�� THE BIG IDEA | I can spend time with God 
anywhere.
�� VIDEO | Epic, Episode 1
�� SCRIPTURE | Exodus 35:4-35
�� ACTIVITY | Towering Tabernacle
�� PRAYER

DISCUSSION TIME
�� SNACK | Graham Cracker Tabernacles
�� ACTIVITY | My Tabernacle
�� ACTIVITY | Modern Day “Tabernacle”
�� MEMORY VERSE | I Spy a Bible Verse

PLAY TIME
�� ACTIVITY | Coloring Page
�� ACTIVITY | Musical Tabernacle
�� ACTIVITY | Making Time for God

WEEK 1 

PRESCHOOL LESSON OUTLINE

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
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WEEK 1 

HACKS FOR TODDLERS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR TODDLERS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but toddlers tend to 
get overlooked. But you know your toddlers need more than just babysitting, so here are a few adjustments 
you can make to this week in order to keep your toddlers more engaged.

BY DARBY GEORGE

ACTIVITY | Time Flies By

  2NCEG�CP�GORV[�DWEMGV�QP�QPG�UKFG�QH�VJG�TQQO��CPF�C�DWEMGV�ƒNNGF�YKVJ�EQVVQP�DCNNU�QP�VJG�QVJGT�
side of the room. Instruct the kids to take as many cotton balls as they can carry and drop it into 
the empty bucket. Let them do this at a leisurely pace until they use all the cotton balls. Do it 
again a second time, but this time, count to twenty.

SCRIPTURE | Exodus 35:4-35

  Use the printable as visual aids as you tell today’s Bible story. You can hand it to one kid at a 
time when you are done talking about each picture.

ACTIVITY | Towering Tabernacle

  Kids are building their own “tabernacles” out of blocks. The older kids are going to see how 
much weight their structure can support, but toddlers can just enjoy stacking blocks. 
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BIG IDEA
I can spend time with God 

anywhere.

THE BIBLE
The Israelites Build the Tabernacle: Exodus 35:4-35

WEEK 1 

PRESCHOOL LESSON GUIDE

WELCOME TIME

ACTIVITY | Weary Wanderers

  Hey, friends! This month, we will be hearing some EPIC stories from the Old Testament in the 
Bible! God’s people — the Israelites — wandered through the wilderness for FORTY YEARS! 
That’s a really long time! Let’s play a wandering game together.

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ#UMǾVJGǾMKFU�VQ�NKPG�WR�DGJKPF�[QW�CPF�JQNF�JCPFU�KP�C�NQPI�EJCKP��*CXG�VJGO�
HQNNQY�[QW�CTQWPF�VJG�TQQO��2TGVGPF�VQ�DG�TGCNN[�VKTGF�CU�[QW�ũVTCXGN�Ū

ACTIVITY | Time Flies By

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ2NCEG�CP�GORV[�DWEMGV�QP�QPG�UKFG�QH�VJG�TQQO��CPF�C�DWEMGV�ƒNNGF�YKVJ�EQVVQP�
DCNNU�QP�VJG�QVJGT�UKFG�QH�VJG�TQQO��+PUVTWEV�VJG�MKFU�VQ�VCMG�VWTPU�RWVVKPI�CU�OCP[�EQVVQP�DCNNU�CU�
VJG[�ECP�QP�VJGKT�URQQP�CPF�FTQR�KV�KPVQ�VJG�GORV[�DWEMGV��.GV�VJGO�FQ�VJKU�CV�C�NGKUWTGN[�RCEG�WPVKN�
VJG[�WUG�CNN�VJG�EQVVQP�DCNNU��&Q�KV�CICKP�C�UGEQPF�VKOG��DWV�VJKU�VKOG��IKXG�VJGO�UKZV[�UGEQPFU�QP�
C�UVQRYCVEJ�QT�CP[�FGXKEG�YKVJ�C�VKOGT�

 # TODDLER HACK:Ǿ&Q�VJG�UCOG�CEVKXKV[�DWV�YKVJQWV�VJG�URQQP�
  What was different about the game the second time we played it?
  Which time was easier?
  Time sometimes goes so fast, and sometimes goes so slow! We are going to talk a little more 

about how we can spend our time!
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TEACHING TIME

MUSIC | Everywhere I Go

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ2NC[Ǿthis videoǾQH�ũ'XGT[YJGTG�+�)QŪ�D[�-KF5RTKPI�CPF�GPEQWTCIG�VJG�MKFU�VQ�
UKPI�CPF�FCPEG�CNQPI�

THE BIG IDEA | I can spend time with God anywhere.

  6QFC[��YG�CTG�IQKPI�VQ�NGCTP�UQOGVJKPI�UQ�KORQTVCPVЯ�$WV�ƒTUV��+�JCXG�C�LQMG�HQT�[QWЯǾWant to 
hear it?

  What time was it when the elephant sat on the clock?
  Time to get a new clock!

  Hey, speaking of time, this is our Big Idea for this week�Ǿ+�ECP�URGPF�VKOG�YKVJ�)QF�CP[YJGTG�
  Spending time with God is one of the most important things we can do! And, we can do it 

anytime, anywhere!

VIDEO | Epic, Episode 1

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ2NC[�VJKU�YGGMŦU�RTGUEJQQNǾVGCEJKPI�XKFGQ�

SCRIPTURE | Exodus 35:4-35

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ2TKPV�VJG�RTKPVCDNG�RTQXKFGF�QH�VJGUG�KOCIGU��DNWG��RWTRNG��CPF�FGGR�TGF�EWTVCKPU��
IQNF�EWTVCKP� TQFU�ENCURU��YKPIGF�CPIGNU��IQCV�JCKT�� CECEKC�YQQF��CPF�UKNXGT�DCUGU��5RTGCF�QWV�
VJGUG�KOCIGU�CTQWPF�VJG�TQQO��#U�[QW�CTG�VGNNKPI�VJG�UVQT[��CUM�UQOG�MKF�XQNWPVGGTU�VQ�RKEM�WR�VJG�
RKEVWTG�QH�VJG�QDLGEV�[QW�CTG�VCNMKPI�CDQWV�CPF�YCNM�KV�WR�VQ�VJG�HTQPV�QH�VJG�TQQO�VQ�UJQY�GXGT[QPG�
GNUG��#U�VJG�UVQT[�EQPENWFGU��[QW�UJQWNF�JCXG�UKZ�RQUVGTU�MKFU�CV�VJG�HTQPV�UJQYKPI�GCEJ�QH�VJG�
UWRRNKGU��
5GG�'ZQFWU�������HQT�OQTG�DCEMITQWPF��

 # TODDLER HACK:Ǿ7UG�VJG�RTKPVCDNG�CU�XKUWCN�CKFU�CU�[QW�VGNN�VQFC[ŦU�$KDNG�UVQT[��;QW�
ECP�JCPF�KV�VQ�QPG�MKF�CV�C�VKOG�YJGP�[QW�CTG�FQPG�VCNMKPI�CDQWV�GCEJ�RKEVWTG�Ǿ

  The Israelites were a group of people in the Old Testament who were known as God’s people. 
They had been wandering through the wilderness for a long time and felt like they were just 
walking in circles with no direction. So, God gave their leader, Moses, instructions for them to 
follow.

  One of these instructions was for the Israelites to build a tabernacle! That’s an interesting word. 
Let’s say that together: tabernacle. A tabernacle is like a special tent, and the Israelites were 
able to carry it with them as they traveled. It was a place where the Israelites could go to spend 
time with God.

  Here are some examples of the instructions God gave the people:
  /CMG�EWTVCKPU�QH�ƒPG�VYKUVGF�NKPGP�QT�[CTPU�QH�DNWG��RWTRNG��CPF��FGGR�TGF�
  Use gold clasps to hold the curtains together.
  Weave pictures of angels with wings in the curtains. Join them together to make walls.
  Make a tent around the curtains with goat hair.
  Make frames from acacia wood and silver bases.

https://youtu.be/f_tS-g6z7l0
http://growcurriculum.org/PreschoolTeachingVideosV3


EPIC | PRESCHOOL — WEEK 1 LESSON GUIDE        

Grow Children's Ministry Curriculum and Annual Strategy. ©2019 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

3

  All together, these things created a beautiful tabernacle for the Israelites for when they wanted 
to talk to God! Each time they stopped in their travels to rest, they would put up the tabernacle. 
This reminded them that God was with them wherever they went!

ACTIVITY | Towering Tabernacle

  )QF�ICXG�VJG�+UTCGNKVGU�URGEKƒE�KPUVTWEVKQPU�QP�JQY�VJG�VCDGTPCENG�UJQWNF�DG�DWKNV��6QFC[��YG�
are going to be building some tabernacles of our own!

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ 5GRCTCVG� VJG� MKFU� KPVQ� ITQWRU� QH� VJTGG� VQ� ƒXG� CPF� IKXG� GCEJ� ITQWR� DNQEMU��
+PUVTWEV�VJG�ITQWRU�VQ�DWKNF�C�VCNN�VQYGT�VJCV�ECP�UWRRQTV�C�NKVVNG�DKV�QH�YGKIJV�

 # TODDLER HACK:Ǿ;QW�ECP�UMKR�VJG�CFFKPI�QH�OCIPGVU�DKV�HQT�VQFFNGTU�Ǿ
  Now that we’ve built our tabernacles, let’s put these small magnets on top of them. Let’s see 

how many we can put on top before our tabernacles fall over! The tabernacle that can hold the 
most magnets wins!

PRAYER

  Dear God, We thank You for always wanting to spend time with us and for giving us instructions 
when we need them. Help us to spend time with You anywhere we are.

DISCUSSION TIME

SNACK | Graham Cracker Tabernacles

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ )KXG� VJG� MKFU� ITCJCO� ETCEMGTU� CPF� KEKPI� CPF� CUM� VJGO� VQ� VT[� VQ� DWKNF� C�
ũVCDGTPCENG�Ū�#UM�VJGUG�SWGUVKQPU�YJKNG�VJG[�OCMG�CPF�GCV�VJGKT�UPCEMU�

  Why was the tabernacle so important?
  Who did God use to tell the Israelites to build the tabernacle?
  What do you think was the coolest thing the Israelites used to build the tabernacle?

ACTIVITY | My Tabernacle

  6QFC[�� YG� NGCTPGF� CDQWV� VJG� VCDGTPCENG� VJG� +UTCGNKVGU� DWKNVЯ� )QF� ICXG� VJGO� XGT[� URGEKƒE�
instructions on how to build the tabernacle, but I want to see what the tabernacle would look like 
if YOU were creating it!

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ)KXG�GCEJ�MKF�C�ũ/[�6CDGTPCENGŪ�RTKPVCDNG��2TQXKFG�VJGO�YKVJ�ETC[QPU��OCTMGTU��
EQNQTKPI�RGPEKNU��UVKEMGTU��UVCORU��RQO�RQOU��GVE��VQ�FGEQTCVG�VJGKT�VCDGTPCENG�JQYGXGT�VJG[�YCPVа

ACTIVITY | Modern Day “Tabernacle”

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ7UG�UJGGVU��EJCKTU��VCDNGU��QT�YJCVGXGT�[QW�JCXG�QP�JCPF�VQ�OCMG�C�NCTIG�HQTV��
&GRGPFKPI�QP�VJG�UK\G�QH�[QWT�ITQWR��[QW�OC[�PGGF�VQ�DWKNF�VYQ�HQTVU�CPF�EQODKPG�VJGO��+PXKVG�
VJG�MKFU�VQ�LQKP�[QW�KPUKFG��1PEG�KPUKFG�ǾCUM�VJG�MKFU�VQ�IKXG�[QW�KFGCU�QH�FKHHGTGPV�RNCEGU�VJG[�ECP�
VCNM�VQ�)QF�CPF�YTKVG�VJGO�FQYP��&KUEWUU�VJGUG�SWGUVKQPU�

  Can we talk to God even when we aren’t at church or in a tabernacle?
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  Where is one place in your house where you talk to God?
  Where is a new place where you could talk to God every day?

MEMORY VERSE | I Spy a Bible Verse

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ)KXG�GCEJ�MKF�C�OGOQT[�XGTUG�ECTF�RTKPVCDNG�CPF�C�UOCNN�OCIPKH[KPI�INCUU��6JG�
ECTF�UJQWNF�JCXG�VJG�OGOQT[�XGTUG�RTKPVGF�QP�KV�KP�XGT[�UOCNN�RTKPV��'PEQWTCIG�VJG�MKFU�VQ�NQQM�CV�
VJG�XGTUG�VJTQWIJ�VJGKT�OCIPKH[KPI�INCUUGU�UQ�VJG[�ECP�UGG�KV�DGVVGT�

 # TODDLER HACK:Ǿ9TKVG�QWV�VJG�OGOQT[�XGTUG�QP�C�DKI�RKGEG�QH�RCRGT�QT�RTQLGEV�KV�QP�
C�UETGGP��6JGP�UC[��ũ+�UR[�VJG�NGVVGT�AAŪ�CPF�JCXG�MKFU�RQKPV�QWV�GXGT[�KPUVCPEG�QH�VJCV�
NGVVGT��6JGP�JCXG�VJGO�TGRGCV�VJG�XGTUG�CHVGT�[QW�Ǿ

  The farther we are from God, the harder it is to see God. When we spend time with God, we 
can learn what God wants us to do! And we can spend time with God anywhere!

PLAY TIME

9JKNG�[QWŦTG�YCKVKPI�HQT�RCTGPVU�VQ�RKEM�WR�VJGKT�MKFU������

ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ)KXG�GCEJ�MKF�C�EQNQTKPI�RCIG�CNQPI�YKVJ�ETC[QPU��OCTMGTU��QT�EQNQTGF�RGPEKNU��
4GOKPF�VJGO�QH�VQFC[ŦU�UVQT[��OGOQT[�XGTUG��CPF�$KI�+FGC�CU�VJG[�EQNQTа

ACTIVITY | Musical Tabernacle

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ)KXG�GXGT[�MKF�C�EJCKT�QT�C�EWUJKQP�VJG[�ECP�NKHV��2NC[�UQOG�OWUKE�QT�UKPI�C�UQPI�
VQIGVJGT��CPF�CNNQY�VJG�MKFU�VQ�TQCO�CTQWPF�VJG�TQQO�CP[YJGTG�YKVJ�VJGKT�EJCKT�EWUJKQP��9JGP�
[QW�UVQR�VJG�OWUKE��JCXG�VJGO�UKV�QP�VJGKT�EJCKT�EWUJKQP�TKIJV�YJGTG�VJG[�CTG�CPF�OCMG�RTC[GT�
JCPFU�

  9JCVŦU�QWT�$KI�+FGC�CICKP!Ǿ1J�[GCJŢ+�ECP�URGPF�VKOG�YKVJ�)QF�CP[�EJCKTŢ+�OGCP��CP[YJGTGЯ

ACTIVITY | Making Time for God

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ)KXG�GCEJ�MKF�C�RCRGT�RNCVG��%WV�CPF�INWG�VJG�ENQEM�RTKPVCDNG�QPVQ�VJG�RNCVG��*GNR�
VJGO�FTCY�KP�VJG�DKI�JCPF�CPF�VJG�NKVVNG�JCPF�CP[YJGTG�VJG[ŦF�NKMG�QP�VJG�ũENQEM�Ū�;QW�ECP�CNUQ�
RWPEJ�VYQ�JQNGU�KP�VJG�EGPVGT�QH�VJG�RNCVG�CPF�YGCXG�DQVJ�GPFU�QH�C�EJGPKNNG�UVGO�
RKRG�ENGCPGT��
VJTQWIJ�KV�VQ�DG�VJG�JCPFU�

'PEQWTCIG�[QWT�RTGUEJQQNGTU�VQ�JGNR�ENGCP�WR�VJG�TQQO�YJKNG�VJG[�YCKV�HQT�VJGKT�RCTGPVU�


