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BIG IDEA
God gives extraordinary 

peace.

THE BIBLE
Gideon Asks for a Sign: Judges 6; 

(Philippians 4:7)

WEEK 1 

ELEMENTARY OVERVIEW

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THIS WEEK

DESIGN
We made lots of graphics for you! Use 
them to create slides, social media posts, 
CPF� OQTGЯ� ;QW� ECP� ƒPF� VJGO� KP� [QWT�
Graphics & Video folder. 

SHOP
We made a list of everything you'll need 
to buy, borrow, or dig out of your storage 
closet in order to make this week happen. 
Get your editable shopping right here.

STUFF FOR THIS WEEK

TEACHING — WEEK 1
 X How to Prepare

 X Shopping List
 X Prep List

 X Lesson Outline
 X Preteen Hacks
 X Special Needs Hacks
 X Lesson Guide
 X Small Group Guide
 X Printables

PARENTS & VOLUNTEERS
 X Week 1 Volunteer Email
 X Weekly Volunteer Huddles
 X Monthly Parent Email
 X Parent Handouts
 X Social Media Plan
 X Memory Verse Sign Language

http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_Shopping_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_Shopping_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_Prep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_VolunteerEmail1
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_VolunteerHuddles
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_ParentEmail
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_ParentHandouts_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/SocialMediaPlan_KidsV3
http://growcurriculum.org/Ephesians3-20
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PREP
We made a list of everything you'll need 
to print, cut, glue, build, or make in order to 
make this week happen. Get the list right 
here.

CUSTOMIZE
You know your kids and ministry better 
than we do, so you’ll probably want make 
some tweaks to this week's lesson. You 
can do that by editing the Word document 
in your series downloads, or the Message 
Builder, or the Grow App. 

HACK
If you're using Grow for your toddlers, you 
may want to make some tweaks to make 
it more age appropriate. Get the Preteen 
Hacks for Week 1 here and the Special 
Needs Hacks for Week 1 here.

COMMUNICATE
To make sure volunteers and parents are in 
the loop, don't forget about these . . .

 X Week 1 Volunteer Email
 X Weekly Volunteer Huddles
 X Monthly Parent Email
 X Parent Handouts
 X Social Media Plan
 X Memory Verse Sign Language
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http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_Prep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_Prep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
http://growcurriculum.org/GrowApp
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_PreteenHacksAll
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_SpecialNeedsHacksAll
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_VolunteerEmail1
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_VolunteerHuddles
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_ParentEmail
http://growcurriculum.org/Crossover_ParentHandouts_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/SocialMediaPlan_KidsV3
http://growcurriculum.org/Ephesians3-20
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BIG IDEA
God gives extraordinary 

peace.

THE BIBLE
Gideon Asks for a Sign: Judges 6; 

(Philippians 4:7)

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

LARGE GROUP TIME
�� MUSIC | Peace Like a River
�� QUESTION | Come Again?
�� ACTIVITY | Dance Battle
�� ACTIVITY | Words Relay
�� THE BIG IDEA ^Ǿ)QF�IKXGU�GZVTCQTFKPCT[�
peace.
�� VIDEO | Crossover, Episode 1
�� SCRIPTURE | Judges 6
�� VIDEO | The Story of Gideon
�� OBJECT LESSON | Full of Faith
�� SCRIPTURE | Philippians 4:7
�� REFLECTION | What Will I Do For God?
�� PRAYER
�� ACTIVITY | What Brings Us Peace?
�� MEMORY VERSE | Memory Fleece

SMALL GROUP TIME
�� DISCUSSION

  Why was God not pleased with the Israelites 
at the time when Gideon lived?

  What did God tell Gideon?
  What did Gideon think about this? How did 

he react?
  Read Judges 6:39-40. Have you ever asked 

God for a sign?
  If you were Gideon, would you have reacted 

the same way, needing reassurance that 
you heard God correctly?

  Why do you think God chose Gideon to free 
the Israelites?

  How do you think it makes God feel when 
we don’t trust God?

�� ACTIVITY | Fleece Blankets
�� MEMORY VERSE | Ephesians 3:20 (NIV)

WEEK 1 

ELEMENTARY LESSON OUTLINE
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WEEK 1 

HACKS FOR PRETEENS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR PRETEENS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but preteens tend 
to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep your preteens 
more engaged.

BY HEATHER HENDERSON

ACTIVITY | Words Relay

In this activity, kids are doing a relay race with one word of this month’s memory verse at a time. For 
VJG�QNFGT�MKFU��IKXG�VJG�YQTFU�VQ�VJGO�QWV�QH�QTFGT�CPF�NGV�VJGO�ƒIWTG�QWV�YJKEJ�YC[�VJG[�IQ�

6*'�$+)�+&'#�^Ǿ)QF�IKXGU�GZVTCQTFKPCT[�RGCEG�

Add in a question about how ordinary things become extraordinary. For example, a vanilla ice cream 
cone is pretty ordinary. What would make it extraordinary? How about hot fudge and sprinkles? 
Give them more examples of ordinary things that could be made extraordinary (e.g., a hamburger or 
other food item, a birthday party, a piece of clothing, etc.)

ACTIVITY | What Brings Us Peace?

Discuss with the older kids about what having peace even means and how we can know when we 
have peace.
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WEEK 1 

HACKS FOR KIDS WITH  

                    SPECIAL NEEDS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but kids with special 
needs tend to get overlooked, so here are a few adjustments you can make to this week in order to keep 
your kids with special needs more engaged.

BY ABBY BURG

ACTIVITY | Words Relay

If you have kids whose movement is impaired by a physical disability, consider a more inclusive 
option like having the kids decode the memory verse using a cipher. For example, as you can 
UGGǾhere, you use a font like Wingdings, then provide a cipher card indicating the letter to which 
each symbol corresponds. Have the kids work as partners or small groups in decoding the memory 
verse.

REFLECTION | What Will I Do For God?

(QT�MKFU�YKVJ�ƒPG�OQVQT�EJCNNGPIGU��EQPUKFGT�RTQXKFKPI�KPM�UVCORU��EJWPM[�ETC[QPU��QT�OCTMGTU�VJCV�
are easier to grip as writing/drawing utensils.

ACTIVITY | What Brings Us Peace?

-KFU�YKVJ�KPVGNNGEVWCN�FKUCDKNKVKGU�YKNN�DGPGƒV�HTQO�C�NKVVNG�GZVTC�UWRRQTV�KP�VJKU�CEVKXKV[��(QT�VJG�ƒTUV�HGY�
examples that are called out, say something like this: “Henry shared that his night light brings him 
peace when it’s dark. A night light is made by people, so let’s put that in the ‘people’ category.” Then, 
as the group gets used to the process, you can move on to asking something like this: “Ava shared 
that reciting Psalm 23 out loud brings her peace. Psalm 23 is part of God’s Word, so which side of 
the board should we put that?”

http://thebestbirthday.com/party-ideas/spy-party/
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ACTIVITY | Fleece Blankets

+H�[QW�JCXG�MKFU�YKVJ�ƒPG�OQVQT�EJCNNGPIGU��EQPUKFGT�C�OQTG�KPENWUKXG�QRVKQP��NKMG�JCXKPI�VJG�MKFU�
OCMG�C�ECTF�HQT�UQOGQPG�VJG[�MPQY�YJQ�PGGFU�RGCEG��2TQXKFG�HGNV�UJCRGU�VQ�INWG�VQ�VJG�ECTFU�QTǾfelt 
stickersǾVQ�DQVJ�FGEQTCVG�CPF�TGOKPF�VJG�MKFU�QH�VJG�HNGGEG�HTQO�VJG�UVQT[�QH�)KFGQP��&GRGPFKPI�QP�
time and ability, you could have the kids write a Bible verse - like Philippians 4:7, referenced earlier in 
the lesson - on the card as well.

https://www.michaels.com/search?q=felt%20stickers
https://www.michaels.com/search?q=felt%20stickers
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BIG IDEA
God gives extraordinary 

peace.

THE BIBLE
Gideon Asks for a Sign: Judges 6; 

(Philippians 4:7)

WEEK 1 

ELEMENTARY LESSON GUIDE

LARGE GROUP TIME

WHAT?Ǿ9JCV�CTG�YG�VCNMKPI�CDQWV�VQFC[!

/75+%�^�2GCEG�.KMG�C�4KXGT

  If you know this song, feel free to sing along! If you don’t, no worries — let’s dance together as 
the music plays!

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ2NC[ǾVJKU�XKFGQǾ
ũ2GCEG�.KMG�C�4KXGTŪ�D[�.KUVGPGT�-KFU��

QUESTION | Come Again?

  *CXG�[QW�GXGT�DGGP�VQNF�VQ�FQ�UQOGVJKPI��DWV�[QW�YGTG�PQV�UWTG�YJCV�[QW�JGCTF!Ǿ/C[DG�[QW�
were confused about the directions, or maybe you really couldn’t hear at all, but you knew it was 
important?

ACTIVITY | Dance Battle

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ$GHQTG�VJG�MKFU�CTTKXG��V[RG�VJG�PCOG�QH�FKHHGTGPV�FCPEG�OQXGU�CPF�RTKPV�VJGO��
%WV�VJG�RCRGT�KPVQ�UVTKRU�CPF�RNCEG�VJGO�KPVQ�C�DCI��2NC[�HWP�OWUKE�YJKNG�VJG�MKFU�VT[�VQ�FQ�VJG�
FCPEG�OQXGU��5QOG�FCPEG�OQXGU�UWIIGUVKQPU�KPENWFG�YCNMKPI�CHVGT�TQNNGTDNCFKPI��JWNC�JQQRKPI�
MCTCVG�MKF��HTKGF�EJKEMGP�UK\\NG��HNQUUKPI��GVE��6GNN�VJG�MKFU�VQ�UJCTG�VJG�PCOG�QH�VJG�FCPEG�OQXG�
VJG[�RKEMGF�CHVGT�VJG[�FQ�VJG�OQXGU�HQT�VGP�UGEQPFU��%NKEMǾVJKU�NKPMǾHQT�KPURKTCVKQPа

  That dance battle was kind of hard, wasn’t it? If you didn’t know the name of the dance move, 
you wouldn’t have known what you were doing!

  This month, we are starting a new series called, “Crossover,” where everyday people were able to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7it5W1FVtTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSVN4YZGaeU
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do extraordinary things, because they heard God speak and listened to what God said.

ACTIVITY | Words Relay

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ5RNKV� VJG�ITQWR� KPVQ�VYQ�VGCOU��*CXG�GCEJ�VGCO�UGNGEV�QPG�URGNNGT��CPF�IKXG�
VJG�URGNNGT�C�UVCEM�QH�RCRGT�CPF�UQOGVJKPI�VQ�YTKVG�YKVJ��6JG�TGUV�QH�VJG�VGCO�NKPGU�WR��CPF�YJGP�
[QWŦTG�TGCF[��YJKURGT�VQ�VJG�ƒTUV�RGTUQP�QP�GCEJ�VGCO�QPG�YQTF�HTQO�VQFC[ŦU�OGOQT[�XGTUG��#U�
UQQP�CU�[QW�UC[�IQ��VJG[�YKNN�TWP�VQ�VJGKT�URGNNGT�CPF�YJKURGT�VJG�YQTF�VQ�VJGO��CPF�VJG�URGNNGT�YKNN�
YTKVG�KV�QWV��9JKNG�VJG[�CTG�TWPPKPI��IKXG�VJG�PGZV�MKF�VJGKT�YQTF��CPF�UQ�QP��6JGP�VJG�TWPPGT�TGVWTPU�
CPF�VCIU�VJG�PGZV�RGTUQP��-GGR�IQKPI�WPVKN�CNN�VJG�YQTFU�QH�VJG�XGTUG�JCU�DGGP�YTKVVGP�QWV��6JG�ƒTUV�
VGCO�VQ�ƒPKUJ�IGVVKPI�VJG�GPVKTG�XGTUG�YTKVVGP�QWV�YKPUа

 # PRETEEN HACK:Ǿ+H�VJG�MKFU�CTG�QNFGT��IKXG�VJG�YQTFU�VQ�VJGO�QWV�QH�QTFGT�CPF�NGV�VJGO�
ƒIWTG�QWV�YJKEJ�YC[�VJG[�IQ�

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ+H�[QW�JCXG�MKFU�YJQUG�OQXGOGPV�KU�KORCKTGF�D[�C�RJ[UKECN�
FKUCDKNKV[��EQPUKFGT�C�OQTG� KPENWUKXG�QRVKQP� NKMG�JCXKPI� VJG�MKFU�FGEQFG� VJG�OGOQT[�
XGTUG�WUKPI�C�EKRJGT��(QT�GZCORNG��CU�[QW�ECP�UGGǾJGTG��[QW�WUG�C�HQPV�NKMG�9KPIFKPIU��
VJGP�RTQXKFG�C� EKRJGT� ECTF� KPFKECVKPI� VJG� NGVVGT� VQ�YJKEJ�GCEJ�U[ODQN� EQTTGURQPFU��
*CXG�VJG�MKFU�YQTM�CU�RCTVPGTU�QT�UOCNN�ITQWRU�KP�FGEQFKPI�VJG�OGOQT[�XGTUG�

  What do all the words put together say?Ǿ6JCVŦU�TKIJV��CPF�VJCV�KU�VJKU�OQPVJŦU�OGOQT[�XGTUGЯ�
We are going to see how true this verse is through the stories we will learn in this series!

6*'�$+)�+&'#�^Ǿ)QF�IKXGU�GZVTCQTFKPCT[�RGCEG�

  6JKU�OQPVJ��YGŦTG� IQKPI� VQ� ƒPF�QWT�$KI� +FGCU� GCEJ�YGGM� KP� VJKU� QTFKPCT[�� DQTKPI�DQZ�� +V� LWUV�
looks like any ol’ box, right? Maybe like the kind of box Amazon packages come in, or the ones 
you use when you move houses. But it’s not! It is an extraordinary box because it has some 
extraordinary ideas inside.

  %CP�QPG�QH�[QW�EQOG�CPF�RWNN�VJG�TGF�RCRGT�QWV�QH�VJKU�DQZ�CPF�TGCF�KV�VQ�WUǾ
QT�JCPF�KV�VQ�C�
NGCFGT�KH�VJG[�CTG�C�RTG�TGCFGT�!

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ'KVJGT�VJG�MKF�QT�VJG�NGCFGT�TGCFU�VJG�$KI�+FGC��)QF�IKXGU�GZVTCQTFKPCT[�RGCEGа�
#HVGT�[QW�JCXG�TGCF�VJG�OGUUCIG�YTKVVGP�QP�C�RKGEG�QH�EQPUVTWEVKQP�RCRGT�QT�C�NQPIGT�DCPPGT�QH�
DWNNGVKP�DQCTF�RCRGT��INWG�QT�VCRG�KV�VQ�VJG�QWVUKFG�QH�VJG�DQZ�

 # PRETEEN HACK:Ǿ#FF�KP�C�SWGUVKQP�CDQWV�JQY�QTFKPCT[�VJKPIU�DGEQOG�GZVTCQTFKPCT[��
(QT� GZCORNG�� C� XCPKNNC� KEG� ETGCO� EQPG� KU� RTGVV[� QTFKPCT[�� 9JCV� YQWNF� OCMG� KV�
GZVTCQTFKPCT[!� *QY� CDQWV� JQV� HWFIG� CPF� URTKPMNGU!� )KXG� VJGO� OQTG� GZCORNGU� QH�
QTFKPCT[�VJKPIU�VJCV�EQWNF�DG�OCFG�GZVTCQTFKPCT[�
G�I���C�JCODWTIGT�QT�QVJGT�HQQF�KVGO��
C�DKTVJFC[�RCTV[��C�RKGEG�QH�ENQVJKPI��GVE��

SO WHAT?Ǿ9J[�FQGU�KV�OCVVGT�VQ�)QF�CPF�VQ�WU!

8+&'1�^�%TQUUQXGT��'RKUQFG��

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ2NC[�VJKU�YGGMŦUǾVGCEJKPI�XKFGQ�
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http://thebestbirthday.com/party-ideas/spy-party/
https://stuffyoucanuse.gathercontent.com/item/growcurriculum.org/ElementaryTeachingVideosV3
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SCRIPTURE | Judges 6

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ5WOOCTK\G�VJG�$KDNG�UVQT[�HTQO�,WFIGU����*GTG�KU�QPG�YC[�[QW�ECP�FQ�VJKU�
  Today’s Bible story comes from the book of Judges, chapter 6. This story is about a man 

named Gideon. Gideon was an Israelite, which means he was a part of God’s special family. At 
this time, the Israelites were really struggling with worshiping idols rather than just God. Does 
anyone know what an idol is? Yeah, it’s something you worship instead of God.

  The golden calf is the most famous one, which Moses had to teach the Israelites to stop 
worshiping, but there are others throughout history, as well. Worshiping idols does not make 
God happy, and God was very angry with the Israelites. As a consequence of their actions, the 
Israelites spent a long time being ruled by a group of people called the Midianites.

  God appeared to Gideon and said Gideon was going to be used to free the Israelites from the 
Midianites. Gideon wasn’t so sure, though. So, Gideon asked God to prove it.

  First, Gideon set out a fleece skin and asked God to make the fleece skin wet with dew, but keep all 
VJG�ITQWPF�WPFGT�KV�CPF�CTQWPF�KV�FT[��)KFGQP�ƒIWTGF�VJCV�KH�)QF�FKF�VJCV��VJGP�)KFGQP�YQWNF�VCMG�
it as a sign that God was going to do as promised and help Gideon free the Israelites. Guess what 
happened? If your guess was that the fleece got wet, but the ground stayed dry, you are exactly right!

  But Gideon still wasn’t sure, so the next night he asked God to do the opposite. This time, 
Gideon wanted the fleece to be dry and the ground to be wet. Guess what? God did exactly what 
Gideon asked! Knowing God was really and truly on his side, Gideon decided to call together an 
CTO[�QH�+UTCGNKVGU�VQ�ƒIJV�DGUKFG�JKO�

VIDEO | The Story of Gideon

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ5JQYǾVJKU�XKFGQǾHTQO�2WTUWG�)QF�-KFU�CDQWV�VJG�QWVTCIGQWU�DTCXGT[�QH�)KFGQP�

OBJECT LESSON | Full of Faith

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ2NCEG�VYQ�RNCUVKE�YCVGT�DQVVNGU��YKVJ�VJG� NCDGNU�TGOQXGF�� KP�HTQPV�QH�VJG�MKFU��
5JQY�VJGO�VJCV�QPG�KU�HWNN�CPF�VJG�QVJGT�KU�GORV[��6JG�YCVGT�KPUKFG�VJG�HWNN�DQVVNG�TGRTGUGPVU�HCKVJ��
6JG�HWNN�DQVVNG�KU�HWNN�QH�HCKVJ�YJKNG�VJG�QVJGT�DQVVNG�KU�GORV[�CPF�JCU�PQ�HCKVJ��;QWŦNN�FGOQPUVTCVG�
YJCV�JCRRGPU�YJGP�[QW�JKV�VJG�GORV[�
HCKVJNGUU��YCVGT�DQVVNG�YKVJ�C�UQNKF�FQYPYCTF�UOCEM�HTQO�
VJG� VQR�� KV�YKNN�DGEQOG�UOCUJGF�CPF�FGUVTQ[GF��6JGP��[QWŦNN�FGOQPUVTCVG�YJCV�JCRRGPU�YJGP�
[QW�JKV�VJG�HWNN�
HCKVJ�ƒNNGF��YCVGT�DQVVNG��KV�OKIJV�JCXG�C�NKVVNG�FCOCIG��DWV�KV�UVKNN�UVCPFU�CPF�ECP�DG�
WUGF�

  We’ve got two bottles here, one full and one empty. Today, water is representing faith, so this 
bottle here is full of faith and this one has no faith at all. We’re going to see how these bottles 
JQNF�WR�VQ�VQWIJ�UVWHH��1MC[��ƒTUV�+ŦO�IQKPI�VQ�JCXG�C�IQ�CV�VJKU�DQVVNG�VJCV�JCU�PQ�HCKVJ�CV�CNN��
Ready... set... kerplow! Oh, no! The bottle is totally smushed and busted! Okay, now I’m going to 
try the same thing with the bottle that’s full of faith. Ready... set... kerplow! Hey! Look at this! It 
IQV�C�NKVVNG�FGPV��DWV�+�VJKPM�KVŦU�UVKNN�ƒPGЯ

  God wanted Gideon to lead, and even though Gideon needed a little reassurance from God, he 
had faith. It is okay to sometimes need a little extra peace from God when it comes to doing 
something brave. But it is important to remember that we should have faith and God will give us 
the extraordinary peace and strength to tackle whatever comes our way.
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https://www.pursuegodkids.org/the-outrageous-bravery-of-gideon/
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SCRIPTURE | Philippians 4:7

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ4GCF�VJG�$KDNG�XGTUG��&GRGPFKPI�QP�[QWT�RTGHGTTGF�VTCPUNCVKQP��[QW�OKIJV�PGGF�
VQ�RTQORV�VJG�MKFU�YKVJ�C��ũ9JQ�MPQYU�YJCV�UWTRCUUGU�VTCPUEGPFU�OGCPU!Ū

  No matter what you’re going through, whether it makes sense to you or not, God can give you 
RGCEG��2GCEG�KU�YJGP�[QW�HGGN�ECNO�CPF�EQPƒFGPV��)KFGQP�YCU�CUMGF�VQ�FQ�UQOGVJKPI��CPF�
he thought maybe God picked the wrong person. But God cared so much about Gideon, God 
proved to Gideon that he had heard God correctly.

  Gideon felt that he was ordinary, but God made sure to let Gideon know that with God’s peace 
and strength, Gideon was extraordinary! And just like with Gideon, God can give you peace, too, 
no matter what!

NOW WHAT?Ǿ9JCV�FQGU�)QF�YCPV�WU�VQ�FQ�CDQWV�KV!

REFLECTION | What Will I Do For God?

  )QF�JCF�C�URGEKƒE�RNCP�CPF�LQD�HQT�)KFGQP�VQ�FQ��#PF�IWGUU�YJCV!�)QF�JCU�C�URGEKƒE�RNCP�CPF�
job for you, too!

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ2CUU�QWV�DNCPM�RCRGT�FKG�EWVU�KP�VJG�UJCRG�QH�RGQRNG��CU�YGNN�CU�UQOGVJKPI�VQ�
YTKVG�CPF�EQNQT�YKVJ��-KFU�ECP�GKVJGT�YTKVG�YJCV�VJG[�HGGN�VJGKT�ECNNKPI�KU�QT�FTCY�YJCV�VJG[�VJKPM�
VJGKT�ECNNKPI�OKIJV�DG�

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ(QT�MKFU�YKVJ�ƒPG�OQVQT�EJCNNGPIGU��EQPUKFGT�RTQXKFKPI�KPM�
UVCORU��EJWPM[�ETC[QPU��QT�OCTMGTU�VJCV�CTG�GCUKGT�VQ�ITKR�CU�YTKVKPI�FTCYKPI�WVGPUKNU�

  Take a person and either write down or color a picture of what it is you think you might want 
to do for God one day. Maybe you want to be a teacher, a doctor, a musician, a missionary, a 
ƒTGƒIJVGT��C�RCTGPV��CP�CUVTQPCWV��C�DCNNGV�FCPEGT��C�XGVGTKPCTKCP����/C[DG�[QW�YCPV�VQ�DG�C�NQV�QH�
different things! Maybe you don’t know what it is God wants you to do. That’s totally okay! You’re 
not alone in that feeling! We can always pray to God for a little guidance to help you discover 
what God wants you to do.

PRAYER

  Dear God, help us to be brave, just like You did for Gideon, and to stand up for what we believe is 
right. Grant us peace as we learn to be still and to keep trying to listen for Your voice.

ACTIVITY | What Brings Us Peace?

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ6CMG�C�NCTIG�RKGEG�QH�RQUVGT�DQCTF�CPF�FKXKFG�KV�KP�JCNH�FQYP�VJG�EGPVGT�
WUG�C�
OCTMGT�QT�9CUJK�VCRG���)KXG�GCEJ�MKF�QPG�UVKEM[�PQVG�CPF�JCXG�VJGO�YTKVG�VJKPIU�VJCV�IKXG�VJGO�
RGCEG�
CPF�EQOHQTV���VJGP�RWV�KV�WR�QP�VJG�ũRGQRNGŪ�UKFG�QH�VJG�DQCTF��6JGP�CHVGT�FKUEWUUKPI�YKVJ�
VJG�MKFU��JCXG�VJGO�YTKVG�QPG�YC[�)QF�IKXGU�VJGO�RGCEG��CPF�RWV�VJCV�QP�VJG�ũ)QFŪ�UKFG�QH�VJG�
DQCTF�

 # PRETEEN HACK:Ǿ&KUEWUU�YKVJ�VJG�QNFGT�MKFU�CDQWV�YJCV�JCXKPI�RGCEG�GXGP�OGCPU�
CPF�JQY�YG�ECP�MPQY�YJGP�YG�JCXG�RGCEG�Ǿ

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ-KFU�YKVJ�KPVGNNGEVWCN�FKUCDKNKVKGU�YKNN�DGPGƒV�HTQO�C�NKVVNG�GZVTC�
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UWRRQTV�KP�VJKU�CEVKXKV[��(QT�VJG�ƒTUV�HGY�GZCORNGU�VJCV�CTG�ECNNGF�QWV��UC[�UQOGVJKPI�
NKMG�VJKU��ũ*GPT[�UJCTGF�VJCV�JKU�PKIJV�NKIJV�DTKPIU�JKO�RGCEG�YJGP�KVŦU�FCTM��#�PKIJV�NKIJV�
KU�OCFG�D[�RGQRNG��UQ�NGVŦU�RWV�VJCV�KP�VJG�ťRGQRNGŦ�ECVGIQT[�Ū�6JGP��CU�VJG�ITQWR�IGVU�
WUGF�VQ�VJG�RTQEGUU��[QW�ECP�OQXG�QP�VQ�CUMKPI�UQOGVJKPI�NKMG�VJKU��ũ#XC�UJCTGF�VJCV�
TGEKVKPI�2UCNO����QWV�NQWF�DTKPIU�JGT�RGCEG��2UCNO����KU�RCTV�QH�)QFŦU�9QTF��UQ�YJKEJ�
UKFG�QH�VJG�DQCTF�UJQWNF�YG�RWV�VJCV!Ū

  Okay, let’s see what some of you wrote here. Yes, these are all very good sources of peace!
  But we can also get peace, even greater peace, from God. It might also from a special Bible 

verse you love, or maybe a song about Jesus that always gives you a peaceful feeling, or maybe 
C�URGEKCN�RTC[GT�[QW�NKMG�VQ�RTC[�Ǿ9JCV�KU�QPG�YC[�)QF�IKXGU�[QW�RGCEG!Ǿ

  Peace is such a tricky thing. It can be hard to feel. Sometimes, peace comes from something 
like a special blanket you always sleep with. Sometimes, it might be knowing someone is right 
down the hall from your room and that you’re not alone. God loves that those things help us feel 
calm and peaceful.

  But don’t forget that God is bigger than your problems and that God’s got your back. Let’s 
TGOGODGT�VQ�CUM�)QF�HQT�GZVTCQTFKPCT[�RGCEGЯǾ

MEMORY VERSE | Memory Fleece

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ)KXG�GCEJ�MKF�CǾUJGGV�QH�YJKVG�HGNVǾCPF�C�RGTOCPGPV�OCTMGT��&KURNC[�VQFC[ŦU�
OGOQT[�XGTUG�QP�C�DQCTF�QT�UETGGP�CPF�JCXG�MKFU�EQR[�KV�QP�VQ�VJGKT�HGNV�UJGGVU��1PEG�VJG[�CTG�
ƒPKUJGF�� NGV� VJGO�URTC[�VJGKT� HGNV�YKVJ�C�URTC[�YCVGT�DQVVNG�� LWUV� NKMG�JQY�VJG�HNGGEG�YCU�YGV� KP�
VQFC[ŦU�UVQT[а

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

  9J[�YCU�)QF�PQV�RNGCUGF�YKVJ�VJG�+UTCGNKVGU�CV�VJG�VKOG�YJGP�)KFGQP�NKXGF!
  What did God tell Gideon?
  What did Gideon think about this? How did he react?
  4GCF�,WFIGU����������*CXG�[QW�GXGT�CUMGF�)QF�HQT�C�UKIP!
  +H�[QW�YGTG�)KFGQP��YQWNF�[QW�JCXG�TGCEVGF�VJG�UCOG�YC[��PGGFKPI�TGCUUWTCPEG�VJCV�[QW�

heard God correctly?
  Why do you think God chose Gideon to free the Israelites?
  How do you think it makes God feel when we don’t trust God?

ACTIVITY | Fleece Blankets

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ &KXKFG� VJG� MKFU� KPVQ� UOCNN� ITQWRU�Ǿ6JGǾITQWRU�YKNN�OCMG�C� UOCNN� VKGF� HNGGEG�
DNCPMGV�VQ�DG�FQPCVGF�VQ�C�NQECN�QTICPK\CVKQP�
+H�[QWT�EJWTEJ�FQGU�PQV�JCXG�CP�QWVTGCEJ�OKUUKQP�
VJCV�PGGFU�DNCPMGVU��C�NQECN�TGVKTGOGPV�JQOG��GOGTIGPE[�KPVCMG�UJGNVGT�HQT�HCOKNKGU�GZRGTKGPEKPI�
JQOGNGUUPGUU��QT�C� HQUVGT�MKFUŦ�QWVTGCEJ�RTQITCO�YQWNF�DG�ITGCV�RNCEGU� VQ�FQPCVG� VQ��� +P� VJG�
KPVGTGUV�QH�VKOG��RTG�EWV�VJG�DNCPMGV�USWCTGU�CPF�VKG�VCDU�UQ�VJG�ITQWRU�ECP�SWKEMN[�VKG�VJG�DNCPMGVU�
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VQIGVJGT��9CVEJǾVJKU�JQY�VQ�XKFGQǾUQ�[QW�MPQY�JQY�VQ�JGNR�VJG�MKFU�
 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK:Ǿ+H�[QW�JCXG�MKFU�YKVJ�ƒPG�OQVQT�EJCNNGPIGU��EQPUKFGT�C�OQTG�
KPENWUKXG�QRVKQP��NKMG�JCXKPI�VJG�MKFU�OCMG�C�ECTF�HQT�UQOGQPG�VJG[�MPQY�YJQ�PGGFU�
RGCEG��2TQXKFG�HGNV�UJCRGU�VQ�INWG�VQ�VJG�ECTFU�QTǾHGNV�UVKEMGTUǾVQ�DQVJ�FGEQTCVG�CPF�
TGOKPF�VJG�MKFU�QH�VJG�HNGGEG�HTQO�VJG�UVQT[�QH�)KFGQP��&GRGPFKPI�QP�VKOG�CPF�CDKNKV[��
[QW�EQWNF�JCXG�VJG�MKFU�YTKVG�C�$KDNG�XGTUG���NKMG�2JKNKRRKCPU������TGHGTGPEGF�GCTNKGT�KP�VJG�
NGUUQP���QP�VJG�ECTF�CU�YGNN�

  Gideon wanted to be sure he heard God correctly. When the fleece was wet, it was a sign to 
Gideon that God was with him and it gave him peace. We are going to make fleece tie blankets 
CPF�FQPCVG� VJGO� VQ�RGQRNG� KP�PGGFǾ 
DG�URGEKƒE� KH� [QW�JCXG� VJG� KPHQTOCVKQP�CDQWV�YJGTG� VJG�
DNCPMGVU�YKNN�IQ���Hopefully, these blankets we create will bring peace to someone who needs it.

MEMORY VERSE | Ephesians 3:20 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ +PVTQFWEG� MKFU� VQ� VJKU� OQPVJŦU� OGOQT[� XGTUG�� VGCEJKPI� VJGO� VJG� UKIPU� 
C�
EQODKPCVKQP�QH�5''�CPF�#5.��YGŦXG�RTQXKFGF�

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8rQ89wbLOZ8
https://www.michaels.com/search?q=felt%20stickers
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SMALL GROUP GUIDE

BIG IDEA
God gives extraordinary 

peace.

THE BIBLE
Gideon Asks for a Sign: Judges 6; 

(Philippians 4:7)

QUESTIONS

  9J[�YCU�)QF�PQV�RNGCUGF�YKVJ�VJG�+UTCGNKVGU�CV�VJG�VKOG�YJGP�)KFGQP�NKXGF!
  What did God tell Gideon?
  What did Gideon think about this? How did he react?
  4GCF�,WFIGU����������*CXG�[QW�GXGT�CUMGF�)QF�HQT�C�UKIP!
  +H�[QW�YGTG�)KFGQP��YQWNF�[QW�JCXG�TGCEVGF�VJG�UCOG�YC[��PGGFKPI�TGCUUWTCPEG�VJCV�[QW�JGCTF�

God correctly?
  Why do you think God chose Gideon to free the Israelites?
  How do you think it makes God feel when we don’t trust God?

ACTIVITY

2TGRCTG�HNGGEG�USWCTGU�VJCV�MKFU�ECP�EWV�CPF�VKG�VQIGVJGT��;QW�ECP�ƒPF�VWVQTKCNU�QP�ũ*QY�VQ�/CMG�C�6KG�$NCPMGV�
HTQO�(NGGEG�Ū�VQ�JGNR�[QWа�+H�[QW�CTG�RTGUUGF�HQT�VKOG��RTG�EWV�VJG�VKGU�CPF�JCXG�MKFU�LWUV�VKG�USWCTGU�VQIGVJGT�

To remind us of the fleece Gideon used in today’s story, we are going to make fleece tie blankets and 
donate them to people in need�
DG�URGEKƒE�KH�[QW�JCXG�VJG�KPHQTOCVKQP�CDQWV�YJGTG�VJG�DNCPMGVU�YKNN�IQ���
Hopefully, these blankets we create will bring peace to someone who needs it.

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH: Ephesians 3:20 (NIV)

.QQMKPI�HQT�OGOQT[�XGTUG�UKIP�NCPIWCIG�[QW�ECP�UJCTG�YKVJ�[QWT�HCOKNKGU�CPF�XQNWPVGGTU!�
)Q�VQ�growcurriculum.org/Ephesians3-20 CPF�UJCTG�CYC[а
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http://growcurriculum.org/Ephesians3-20
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