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 As pastors of Fellowship Bible Church, we have such a high regard for marriage that we 

feel compelled to set some standards for wedding ceremonies we might be asked to perform.  

Through the study of the Scriptures, and our own personal experiences, we have come to believe 

that there are some basic guidelines that we regard as important to encouraging healthy and holy 

relationships.  Not all of these policies will be directly found in Scripture, nevertheless they are 

guidelines that we regard as essential.   

 

 Preparing for and performing a wedding ceremony is both a great privilege and a great 

responsibility.  Since we are under no obligation to perform any weddings at all, we have 

decided to participate only in weddings that we can personally approve. 

 

 The following are some of the policies that we as a pastoral team have agreed upon for 

weddings we might perform.  

 

1.   PREREQUISITES 

 

 Based on our understanding of marriage in the Bible and in agreement with our church 

by-laws, we don’t perform or participate in any ceremonies that are in violation of our by-laws,  

 
Section 11:  We believe God created the family unit as the foundation for a stable society (Gen 2:21-25, 

4:1-2).  God established the pattern for marriage by creating Adam and Eve, a male and female (Gen 2-3, 

Mk 10:6-9).  Marriage is the exclusive covenantal union of one man and one woman, intended by God as a 

life-time commitment (Gen 2:18-24, Ma 19:4-6).  Divorce is permitted as a last resort where there is 

adultery (Ma 19:9) or desertion by an unbelieving spouse (1Cor 7:12-16).  We believe that any union other 

than a monogamous heterosexual relationship is forbidden by scripture (Lev 20:10-13, Rom 1:26-27, 1Cor 

7:1-4).  The church is under no obligation to recognize a civil government’s sanction of a union if it does 

not conform to the definition of marriage contained in this article.   We believe that legitimate sexual 

relations are exercised solely within marriage; therefore, adultery, premarital sex, homosexuality, and 

pedophilia violate the standards of the Bible.  Further, lascivious conduct, transgender behavior, and any 

involvement with pornography are incompatible with biblical fidelity. 

 

 We also do not rent our facilities to non-members. 

  

 

2. SPIRITUAL COMPATIBILITY 

 

a. II Cor. 6:14, 15 warns us, "Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what  

partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with 

darkness?  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in 

common with an unbeliever?"  Therefore, we will not marry a Christian to a non-

Christian. 
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 b. Some have decided to only marry two believers, whereas others feel free to marry 

couples who aren't professing Christians.  The basic requirement is that if one person 

is a believer, the other must be also.  Christian or not, our decision whether or not to 

perform a wedding ceremony will be based on more than just this consideration. 

 

3. HONORING THEIR PARENTS AND SEEKING THEIR BLESSING 

 

a. Pr. 23:22 instructs us even as adults to, "Listen to your father who begot you, and do 

not despise your mother when she is old."  If your parents have gotten old, it is likely 

you regard yourself as an adult, but it is still wise to listen to your parent's counsel, 

especially regarding decisions as crucial as who and when to marry. 

 

b. In Scripture, marriage is described as parents GIVING their daughters to other 

people’s sons and TAKING other's sons for their daughters (Ezra 9:12).  In the parental 

role of "GIVING & TAKING", this passage illustrates that parents should normally be 

given significant consideration in the choice of a spouse for their child. 

 

 c. Even in a culture where marriages were commonly arranged by the parents, 

understanding parents would still express regard for the wishes of their children.  

This consideration is nicely illustrated in the instance where a bride was being sought 

for Isaac.  Rebecca was chosen, but was given a choice in the matter. 

 

   "...they said, `We will call the girl and consult her wishes.'  Then 

they called Rebecca and said to her, `Will you go with this man?'  

And she said, `I will go.'"  (Gen. 24:57, 58) 

 

4.  UNRESERVED COMMITMENT 

 

a. Since marriage is regarded in Scripture as a picture of the relationship between 

Christ and the church, we should do all we can to reflect that relationship well.  (cf. 

Eph. 5:18-33)  This includes a commitment to God's Word as well as to each other.   

 

b. Barring the possible exception of a marriage being dissolved due to adultery (Mt. 

5:32; 19:9), we should vow ourselves to marry for life. 

 

c. There should be a willingness to make this commitment public (Wedding ceremony) 

and official (Marriage license) as was practiced in Ruth 4:1-11.  Marriages were 

commonly witnessed by friends and sanctioned by the leaders. 

 

5.  EVIDENCE OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 

a. I Tim. 5:8 says, "...if any one does not provide for his own, and especially for those 

of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever."  No 
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prescribed standard of living is detailed, but it is clear that we are responsible to care 

for our family's needs. 

 

b. Unemployment or excessive debt might signal a need for further time to prepare for 

a proper marriage. 

 

6. PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING 

 

a. Pr. 11:14 tells us, "Where there is no guidance, the people fall, but in abundance of 

counselors there is victory" and Pr. 15:22 says it this way, "Without consultation, plans 

are frustrated, but with many counselors they succeed." 

 

b. We believe these principles direct us to learn all we can about any important 

decision, especially marriage.  The "many counselors" can include parents, other 

relatives and friends, good books and tapes, as well as instruction and insight from 

pastoral leaders.   

 

c. Three good questions to ask ourselves before seeking someone's counsel might be:  

 

  1.) Do they know the Lord and His Word well?   

  2.) Do they know me (or people in general) well?   

  3.) Will they love me enough to tell me the truth about God's Word and myself? 

 

d. Many other issues which haven't been mentioned yet, both obvious and subtle, could 

also be brought up during pre-marital counseling sessions.  (cf. also Pr. 20:5)  Some 

examples might be, unresolved conflicts in your close relationships, presently 

maintaining moral purity, resolving any lingering bitterness, goals or expectations you 

have for marriage, etc. 

 

7. HIGH REGARD FOR THE IMPORTANCE OF THE EARLY MONTHS OF THE 

MARRIAGE  

 

a. This is illustrated for us in Dt. 24:5 where the Jews were instructed that, "When a 

man takes a new wife, he shall not go out with the army, nor be charged with any duty; 

he shall be free at home one year and shall give happiness to his wife whom he has 

taken." 

 

b. The main problem with a new husband going out with the army is not just that he 

could die.  That would be a problem at any time in a marriage.  The chief concern 

seems to be that he might be away from his wife for significant periods of time while 

the relationship was still getting established.  His chief duty, especially during the first 

year, is to, "give happiness to his wife."  To do this properly, his intense involvement 

and initiative is required. 
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8.  MONOGAMOUS  

 

a. Since many marriages today are "legally" broken without proper Biblical grounds, in 

God's eyes, these marriages are not dissolved at all. (Mt. 19:5) 

 

b. For a person to re-marry while in this circumstance could constitute a form of 

polygamy. In the creation of man (Gen. 2:18-24) the original pattern of one man and 

one woman was established.  This same monogamous ideal is recognized in Scripture 

by the common use of "husband" and "wife" in the singular.  Although polygamy 

seems to have been tolerated at times under the old covenant, monogamy is still the 

proper form implied in Scripture. 

 

9. AGREEMENT ON CRITICAL ISSUES 

 

a. "Critical issues" could include religious beliefs, number of children, training of 

children, roles in the relationship, finances, sex, etc. 

 

b. In regard to problems that the people of Israel were experiencing, the prophet Amos 

(3:3) rhetorically asks them if two people walk together when there isn't agreement.  

The implied answer is, "Obviously not!"  The same principle holds true in marriage.  

Couples who survive long-term with serious points of disagreement usually have more 

of an "arrangement" than a marriage in the truest sense of the word.  We want more for 

our people than that. 

 

 Some of the pastors here at F.B.C. may have personal standards which go beyond this list.  

All of us have agreed that the policies described above are our minimums.  You may not agree 

with all of them, but we ask that you honor our commitment to uphold high standards in regard 

to marriage. 


