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Definitions: Infant - A child prior to the age of moral competence.  (This discussion includes 

those with gross mental deficiencies.) 

 

The Universality of Sin 

 

I Kn. 8:46 - A...there is no man who does not sin@ 
Ps. 143:2 - A...in Thy sight no man living is righteous.@ 
Ecc. 7:20 - AIndeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and 

who never sins.@ 
Rm. 3:10, 12 - AThere is none righteous, not even one@ AThere is none who does good, 

there is not even one.@ 
Rm 3:23 - AAll have sinned and fall short of the glory of God@ 
Eph. 2:3 - A...by nature children of wrath@ 
I Jn. 1:10 - AIf we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in 

us.@ 
 

The Universal Penalty of Sin 
 

Rm. 5:12-14  

Rm 6:23 

I Cor. 15:22 

 

Theologians Holding to Infant Salvation 

 

Hodge - v. 1, p.26 

Shedd - v. 2, p. 712-714 

Chafer - v. 7, p.196-199 

Strong - p. 661-662 

Calvin (Institutes) - book 4, ch. 16, p. 335 

Berkhof - p.476 

Buswell - v.2, p. 162 

Webb, ATheology of Infant Salvation@ 
 

General Attitudes in Scripture 

 

1. Distinction between children and adults in thinking and understanding -  

I Cor. 13:11 -  

I Cor. 14:20 -  

Deut. 1:39 - (cp. Rm. 9:11) 

 



2. An age of moral accountability is alluded to in Scripture -  

 

Dt. 1:39 - Little Ones - Awho this day have no knowledge of good or evil@ 
   Is. 7:15-16 - AHe will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse  

 evil and choose good.  For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil 

and choose good, the land whose two kings you dread will be forsaken.@ 
 

3 AMoral incompetency is grounded in mental incompetency; because conscience is 

the mind acting in the specific sphere of ethical things.@  Webb, p. 5 

 

4 Why is there no clear text declaring salvation for infants or the mentally impaired? 

 

a. We have enough revelation to console and comfort us. 

b. Knowing the rational of fallen man, dogmatic knowledge of this might 

lead    to infanticide as a twisted means of salvation. 

 

Specific Examples in Scripture 

 

1. Jeroboam=s Child - I Kn. 14:12-13  - A...in him something good was found toward  

 the Lord@ 
2. David=s Child - II Sam. 12:22-23 - Ahe has died . . I shall go to him , but he will  

 not return to me.@ 
 

*Did David just mean he would follow his child to the grave? 

 

-He knew that before the child died and it was no consolation then 

-While the child lived there was sorrow for his illness and a desire to have  

  that son with him (v. 22 - Abe gracious to me@) 
-He rejoiced, not in the fact of death, but in the hope of a future reunion  

  with the Lord. 


